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Biden asks Congress
to ban assault weapons

US backs PH
on SCS
fishing row

Says of gun violence: ‘Enough!’

WASHINGTON — Declaring
“Enough, enough!” U.S. President
Joe Biden on Thursday urged
Congress to ban assault weapons,
expand background checks and
implement other sensible gun
control measures to address a
string of mass shootings that have
struck the United States.
Speaking from the White
House, in a speech broadcast
live in primetime, Biden asked
a country stunned by the recent
shootings of school children in
Texas, at a medical building in
Oklahoma and at a Buffalo, New
York, grocery story how much it
would take to change gun laws in
America.
“For God’s sake, how much
more carnage are we willing to
accept?” Biden asked.
The president, a Democrat,
called for a number of
measures historically opposed
by Republicans in Congress,
including banning the sale of
assault weapons, or, if that were
not possible, raising the minimum
age to buy those weapons to
21 from 18, and repealing the
liability shield that protects gun
manufacturers from being sued
(See BIDEN, Page 7)

Ukraine war
enters 100th
day; 1/5 lost

WA S H I N G TO N — T h e
United States on Thursday backed
the Philippines in criticizing a
unilateral seasonal ban on fishing
declared by Beijing in the disputerife South China Sea.
The State Department pointed
to a 2016 ruling by a court in
The Hague that rejected China’s
claims, as well as the UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea, ratified by China although
not by the United States.
“The PRC’s unilateral fishing
moratorium in the South China
Sea is inconsistent with the
2016 Arbitral Tribunal ruling
and international law,” State
Department spokesman Ned
Seth Garza pays his respects with his daughter Lilly at a memorial Price wrote on Twitter, using
on May 31, 2022, dedicated to the 19 children and two adults killed an acronym for the People’s
in the mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas. Republic of China.
The Philippines, a treatybound ally of the United States,
on Tuesday summoned a Chinese
diplomat over the announcement
of a unilateral fishing ban as well
as alleged harassment of a marine
research vessel by a Chinese coast
WASHINGTON - Two state l e g i s l a t i o n a f t e r t h e 2 0 1 8 guard ship.
legislatures are considering Parkland, Florida, shooting — it
China has each year declared a
measures that would permit is a growing talking point as the fishing ban in the summer, pointing
teachers and other school staff country has witnessed a number to the need to develop sustainable
to carry arms in the aftermath of mass killings in the past few marine life due to overfishing in
of the Texas elementary school weeks. Two states, Ohio and the major population hub.
shooting that killed 19 children Louisiana, are now considering
But its actions have been
and two teachers last month, either decreasing the requirements caught up in disputes over
despite opposition from gun to arm school staff or permitting sovereignty, with Beijing insisting
safety advocates, teachers’ groups employees to carry a firearm after it has jurisdiction over a vast
and school security experts.
fulfilling the required training.
part of the South China Sea – a
While the idea isn’t new —
It’s a popular talking point longstanding source of friction
many Republican-controlled in conservative circles. Texas with the Philippines, Vietnam,
(See GUNS, Page 7)
legislatures considered similar
and other Southeast Asian nations.

Two states aim to arm
teachers amid objection
from educators, experts

China ignores PH fishing ban protest

SOLEDAR, Ukraine —
Ukraine marked 100 days since
Moscow’s invasion on Friday
with Russian forces hammering
the Donbas in their push to capture
the country’s east.
The somber milestone came
less than 24 hours after Kyiv
announced Moscow was now in
control of 20 percent of Ukrainian
territory, including Crimea and
parts of the Donbas seized in
2014.
After being repelled from
around the capital, President
Vladimir Putin’s troops have set

MANILA — China is rejecting
the Philippines’ diplomatic protest
against Beijing’s unilateral fishing
moratorium, saying Manila
has aired an “unwarranted
accusation.”
The annual fishing moratorium
began on the first of May and
is expected to be in place until
August 16. The Philippines said
the ban “has no basis in law”
and underpins the two countries’
bilateral relations.
“We hope the Philippine side

(See UKRAINE, Page 8)

(See CHINA, Page 8)

The disputed South China Sea
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US added 390,000 jobs in May; hiring robust

A prospective employee inquires about new jobs.

WASHINGTON -- The U.S.
saw a slight slowdown in job
growth in May, as the economy
added 390,000 jobs and the
unemployment rate remained at
3.6%, according to data released
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics
on Friday.
The new data ended a streak
of 12 straight months in which
the U.S. economy added at least
400,000 jobs.
The moderately lower but
robust job growth comes as the
Federal Reserve is raising interest
rates in an effort to bring down

sky-high inflation.
“This economy needs to cool
to get inflation under control and
that is happening,” said Edward
Moya, a senior market analyst at
broker OANDA.
The number of long-term
unemployed, those who remain
unemployed for 27 weeks or
more, fell to 1.4 million but was
245,000 higher than pre-pandemic
levels in February 2020.
The labor force participation
rate, a measure of working-age

Americans who hold jobs or are
actively looking for one, inched
up to 62.7% in May, suggesting
that some workers still remain on
the sidelines.
“Companies are still struggling
to hire from a limited pool of
workers,” Art Hogan, chief market
strategist at National Securities
Corporation, said in a note. “That
said, persistently high inflation
combined with a falling savings
rate may lure more Americans to
work in the coming months.”

Hepatitis A outbreak possibly
linked to organic strawberries
WASHINGTON - The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration and
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention are investigating
an outbreak of hepatitis A that
is possibly linked to two brands
of organic strawberries that were
sold at several retailers in the U.S.
and Canada.
FreshKampo and HEB
branded strawberries purchased
by consumers between March 5
and April 25 should not be eaten,
according to the FDA.
The affected strawberries,
which are past their shelf life,
were sold at retailers nationwide,
including Aldi, HEB, Kroger,
S a f e w a y, S p r o u t s F a r m e r s
Market, Trader Joe’s, Walmart,
Weis Market and WinCo Foods.
Cases of hepatitis A have

been reported by consumers
in California, Minnesota and
Canada, all of whom purchased
strawberries before falling ill.
At least 17 illnesses and 12
hospitalizations have been
recorded so far nationwide,

according to the FDA.
Hepatitis A is a contagious
virus that can ultimately cause
liver disease, according to the
FDA. Symptoms include fatigue,
nausea, vomiting, abdominal
pain, jaundice, dark urine and
pale stools. Infections typically
recover within one to two weeks,
though in rare cases, it may
become chronic.
Strawberries should be thrown
away if you are unsure what
brand was purchased, or when
and where they were bought,
the FDA recommended. Frozen
strawberries should also be
thrown away.
Anyone experiencing
symptoms of hepatitis A after
consuming strawberries should
contact their health care provider.

Texas fugitive Gonzalo Lopez

Police fatally shoots
Texas fugitive after
family of five killed

A U S T I N , Te x a s - - A
convicted murderer on the run
since escaping a prison bus after
stabbing its driver last month was
shot dead by law enforcement late
Thursday after he killed a family
of five and stole their truck from
a rural weekend cabin, a Texas
prison system spokesman said.
Gonzalo Lopez, 46, was killed
about 10:30 p.m. Thursday in
Jourdanton, Texas, about 35
miles (55 kilometers) south
of San Antonio, said Jason
Clark, spokesman for the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice.
“Law enforcement in
Atascosa County located the
stolen vehicle, disabled it with
spike strips, and gunfire ensued,”
Clark said in a statement. No
officers were injured, he said.
Lopez was killed about 220
miles (354 kilometers) southeast
of Centerville, Texas, where Clark
earlier said Lopez had killed a
Houston family of five at their
cabin and stole their pickup truck.
Lopez was thought to be
hiding in the vicinity of the
cabin when officers received a
call from someone concerned
after not hearing from an
elderly relative, Clark said.
Officers went to the family’s
cabin along Texas Route 7 west of
Centerville about 6 p.m. Thursday
and found the bodies of one adult
and four minors, three of them
children. Identities were not
released, but gone was their white
pickup truck, Clark said. Lopez
was believed to have driven the
truck from the search area, he said.
Lopez was a former member of the
Mexican Mafia prison gang and
had ties to South Texas, he said.
The family was thought to have
arrived Thursday morning at the
cabin, which they owned, Clark
said. The five are believed to have

been killed Thursday afternoon
and had no link to Lopez, he said.
Lopez, 46, had been the
subject of an intensive search
since his escape from the prison
bus. He was being transported
in a caged area of the bus from
a prison in Gatesville, more
than 100 miles (160 kilometers)
west of the place where he
escaped, to one in Huntsville
for a medical appointment when
he escaped in Leon County, a
rural area between Dallas and
Houston, the Texas Department
of Criminal Justice has said.
Centerville is the county
seat of Leon County, which
has roughly 16,000 residents
and is about 50 miles (80
kilometers) north of the state’s
Huntsville prison headquarters.
The department has said Lopez
somehow freed himself from
his hand and leg restraints, cut
through the expanded metal of the
cage and crawled from the bottom.
He then attacked the driver, who
stopped the bus and got into an
altercation with Lopez, and they
both eventually got off the bus.
A second officer at the rear of
the bus then exited and approached
Lopez, who got back on the
bus and started driving down
the road, the department said.
The officers fired at Lopez
and disabled the bus by shooting
the rear tire, the department
said. The bus then traveled a
short distance before leaving
the roadway, where Lopez got
out and ran into the woods.
At some point during the
escape, Lopez stabbed the driver,
whose wounds weren’t lifethreatening, the department said.
Lopez was serving a life
prison sentence for a 2006
conviction of murdering a man
along the Texas-Mexico border.
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Trump on Sussman verdict:
‘Our country is going to hell’

Policemen and paramedics respond to a mass shooting in a medical
center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Gunman kills 4, self
in Tulsa; police say
he targeted surgeon

TULSA, Oklahoma -- Four
people were killed Wednesday
in a shooting at a Tulsa medical
building on a hospital campus, a
police captain said.
Police Deputy Chief Jonathan
Brooks confirmed the number of
dead and said the shooter also
was dead, apparently from a selfinflicted gunshot wound.
A man who blamed his surgeon
for ongoing pain after a recent
back surgery bought an AR-style
rifle hours before opening fire at
a Tulsa medical office, killing the
surgeon and three other people
before fatally shooting himself,
police said Thursday.
Tulsa Police Chief Wendell
Franklin says the gunman had
recently undergone back surgery
and had called a clinic repeatedly
complaining of pain.
Franklin says the doctor
who performed the surgery, Dr.
Preston Phillips, was among
those killed Wednesday.
“We also have a letter on the
suspect, which made it clear
that he came in with the intent
to kill Dr. Phillips and anyone
who got in his way,” Franklin
said. “He blamed Dr. Phillips for
the ongoing pain following the
surgery.”
Authorities said the gunman
carried a rifle and handgun during
the shooting at the medical

building on a hospital campus,
the latest in a series of deadly
mass shootings across the country
in recent weeks.
Police responded to the call
three minutes after dispatchers
received the report and made
contact with the gunman one
minute later, Brooks said.
Police Capt. Richard
Meulenberg also said multiple
people were wounded and that
the medical complex was a
“catastrophic scene.”
Police and hospital officials
said they were not ready to
identify the dead.
St. Francis Health System
locked down its campus
Wednesday afternoon because
of the situation at the Natalie
Medical Building. The Natalie
building houses an outpatient
surgery center and a breast health
center.
Tu l s a r e s i d e n t N i c h o l a s
O’Brien, whose mother was
in a nearby building when the
shooting occurred, told reporters
that he rushed to the scene.
“They were rushing people out.
I don’t know if some of them were
injured or just have been injured
during the shooting, but some of
them couldn’t walk very well. But
they were just kind of wobbling
and stumbling and getting them
out of there,” he said.

WASHINGTON - Former
President Trump on Tuesday
expressed outrage at the news
that Micheal Sussmann, a lawyer
who represented Hillary Clinton’s
presidential campaign and the
Democratic Party, was found not
guilty of lying to the FBI.
Sussmann is being investigated
by a special counsel in relation to
the origins of the bureau’s probe
of Trump’s 2016 campaign for
president.
“Our Legal System is
CORRUPT, our Judges (and
Justices!) are highly partisan,
compromised or just plain scared,
our Borders are OPEN, our
Elections are Rigged, Inflation is
RAMPANT, gas prices and food
costs are ‘through the roof,’ our
Military ‘Leadership’ is Woke, our
Country is going to HELL, and
Michael Sussman is not guilty,”
Trump wrote in a post on Truth
Social, the small conservative
social networking site he founded.
Trump and his allies have
long claimed Sussmann and
others within the federal law
enforcement and intelligence
communities were part of a

Former President Donald Trump on April 9; A sign outside a
branch of Alfa Bank in Moscow on Feb. 28; Michael Sussmann
on May 16

politically motivated “deep state”
attempt to undermine his first
presidential campaign.
Conservative media outlets
have relentlessly covered the
special counsel’s probe and
Sussmann’s role in the narrative.
Before his acquittal this week,
prosecutors had alleged that
Sussman, a key figure in the
special counsel’s investigation,

had lied to the FBI regarding the
case.
“While we are disappointed in
the outcome, we respect the jury’s
decision and thank them for their
service. I also want to recognize
and thank the investigators and
the prosecution team for their
dedicated efforts in seeking truth
and justice in this case,” John
Durham, the special counsel, said
in a statement on Tuesday.

Navarro indicted on contempt charges

WASHINGTON — Former
White House official Peter
Navarro was indicted Friday on
contempt charges after defying a
subpoena from the House panel
investigating the Jan. 6 attack on
the U.S. Capitol.
Navarro is the second former
Trump aide to be charged with
contempt of Congress for refusing
to cooperate with the Jan. 6,
2021, investigation. Former White
House adviser Steve Bannon was
indicted in November. The case
against him is pending.
Navarro, 72, was charged
with one contempt count for
failing to appear for a deposition
before the House committee. The
second charge is for failing to

Peter Navarro
produce documents the committee
requested. He is expected to

appear in court in Washington
later Friday.
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Carnage in America

GUEST EDITORIAL

Economic team:
So far, so good

The business community is elated with how the economic team
of the incoming Marcos administration is shaping up. The reason
is that the names so far unveiled to head key agencies involved
in running the economy are qualified and capable. Thus far, no
appointments to the economic team as payback to politicians who
helped campaign for President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
“They are all seasoned and competent economic leaders.
We believe they would do good in managing our fiscal affairs,”
notes George Barcelon, head of the country’s biggest business
group Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry. “We are
confident that this competent roster of technocrats and scholars
will help steer the economy towards recovery,” adds the Association
of Filipino Franchisers Inc.
Gov. Benjamin Diokno of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) will be the point man in the economic team as head of the
Department of Finance, which will have the unenviable task of
generating enough tax and non-tax revenues to meet rising expenses
not only for essential public services, but also to start repaying
some P3.2 trillion in debt arising from the COVID-19 pandemic
response. Businessmen believe Diokno will have a rare insight on
how the government and private sector work together to boost
jobs and growth, having headed two large economic agencies—the
Department of Budget and Management and the BSP. Diokno has
been BSP governor since 2019. He was budget secretary under the
Duterte administration from 2016 to 2019 and under the Estrada
regime from 1998 to 2001.
The other nominees to the economic team are as experienced
and able. Monetary policy to help keep inflation in check will be
handled by economist Felipe Medalla as incoming BSP governor.
He served under four presidents with a career spanning more than
four decades. He has been a member of the BSP’s policymaking
Monetary Board since July 2011 and was chief of the National
Economic and Development Authority (Neda) from 1998 to
2001. Former UP president Alfredo Pascual, president of the
Management Association of the Philippines and an international
development banker, is the incoming trade secretary, while
engineer Manuel Bonoan, chief executive of San Miguel Tollways
Corp., will be the secretary of the Department of Public Works
and Highways, an agency where he used to be an official since the
Ramos administration before joining the private sector. Earlier,
Philippine Competition Commission chief and economist Arsenio
Balisacan was tapped to return to his old job as socioeconomic
planning secretary and head of Neda.
The emerging composition of the team highlights Marcos Jr.’s
focus on the economy, which has been battered by the lingering
COVID-19 pandemic. The economy, as measured by the gross
domestic product (GDP), suffered its worst post-war recession
in 2020 when it contracted by 9.5 percent, the biggest since the
government started recording yearly economic output in 1946.
But the most pressing issue for the economic team is the swollen
(See EDITORIAL, Page 6)
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THE MASSACRE that killed
19 students and two teachers in
Uvalde, Texas last May 24, has
sent shockwaves across America.
The killer was an 18-year old
kid, Salvador Ramos—a high
school dropout—who barricaded
himself inside a fourth-grade
classroom before fatally shooting
21 people. According to the Texas
Department of Public Safety,
the shooter walked into the
elementary school ‘unobstructed’
through a door that was apparently
unlocked and nobody confronted
him.
It all began when the shooter
posted on social media that he shot
his grandmother in the face. Then
posted saying he’ll shoot up an
elementary school without naming
the school. Within 15 minutes, he
drove to Robb Elementary School
where the shooting occurred.
Bloody timeline
The gunman took his
grandmother’s truck and crashed
it just outside of Robb Elementary
School. At around 11:30 a.m., he
took an AR-15-style rifle and a
backpack with him and went to
enter the school. Another rifle
was later discovered in his truck.
The shooter was wearing a plate
carrier but not ballistic armor.
At the school, the shooter
first encountered school resource
officers but made it inside the
school through a back door.
He walked down the hallways
before entering a classroom. The
gunman then began firing at the
students. It’s not clear how many
students and teachers were killed
at that point.
At 11:35 a.m., two school
police officers and five Uvalde
officers rushed inside the school.
Bullets grazed two of the officers.

The door was closed at that point.
At 11:37 a.m., 16 more shots
were fired. A few seconds later,
police heard another shot. More
shots were fired at 11:38 a.m.,
11:40 a.m. and 11:44 a.m.
At 12:03 p.m., a terrified
teacher called 911. She was inside
room 112, she whispered.
By that time, there were as
many as 19 officers inside the
building. At 12:10 p.m., the
teacher called back. The gunman

It’s time for
Congress to
take the bull by
the horn and
pass legislation
banning the use
of assault rifles.
had killed several of her students.
She called again, three minutes
later, and again at 12:16 p.m.
Eight or nine of her students were
still alive, she said.
Minutes later, at 12:19 p.m.,
a child in the adjacent classroom
called 911. The call was brief: she
ended it when another student told
her to hang up.
At least two more calls came
in over the following 22 minutes.
The last one, from a student,
lasted several minutes as the child
stayed on the line, trying to quietly
whisper updates to the dispatcher.

By then, frantic parents had
gathered outside the school,
urging police to act. Instead,
video showed officers preventing
parents from trying to get to
the school, and in some cases,
handcuffing parents.
Inside the school, officers
searched for a janitor so they
could get a master key to open the
locked door, and waited for more
highly trained, heavily armed
SWAT operators from Border
Patrol’s elite BORTAC squad.
Why didn’t the police forced
their way inside the classroom?
Nineteen armed police officers
didn’t have the courage to do so?
They ought to be fired!
At 12:21 p.m., the gunman
fired three shots; the sounds were
audible in one of the 911 calls
dispatchers received. It was at that
moment when members of Border
Patrol’s BORTAC unit arrived,
with ballistic shields. But still,
officers took no action.
At 12:43 p.m., the girl who
had remained on the line told
dispatchers that the gunman shot
the door. Students could hear the
police next door, she said. She
pleaded with police to come help.
At 12:47 p.m., after more
than an hour huddled in terror
among the bodies of her murdered
classmates, the girl made the same
plea again.
“Please,” she said, “send the
police now!”
Police finally unlocked the
door at 12:50 p.m. and killed
the gunman. They began pulling
students out moments later. But
19 students lay slaughtered, along
with two teachers. Seventeen
others were seriously injured;
and in the days after, the husband

Doing a Vietnam

(See DIAZ, Page 6)

By Cielito F. Habito
Inquirer.net
“HOW WE WISH our next
secretary of the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) would
be known as the champion and
booster of Philippine exports,”
someone mused in a conversation
last week. He was coming
from the knowledge of how far
behind we have been left by our
comparable Asean peers in export
performance. The numbers are
indeed glaring: over the last five
years, we averaged only $70
billion a year in merchandise
exports, while Indonesia earned
$182, Thailand $246, Malaysia
$ 2 4 8 , Vi e t n a m $ 2 6 8 , a n d
Singapore $401 billion. We’re
not even anywhere near half of
what Indonesia made, the closest
neighbor we trail.
The new government simply
must give focused and determined
attention to this abysmal export
performance, as in it lies the key
to solving the major perennial
challenges our economy keeps
facing, namely: (1) lack of quality
jobs, (2) low incomes and high
levels of poverty, and (3) higher
prices, especially of food, leading
to wide food insecurity and
malnutrition among our poor—
in short, the basics of presyo,
trabaho, and kita. There are those
who ask, “But why focus on
exports, when we must worry
about providing for our people’s
needs first?” The question misses
the point: it is by exporting more
that we would be able to create
more jobs and raise people’s

incomes so that Filipinos can have
more. In the same way, a family
would not limit itself to producing
only for its own members’ needs;
neither could it feasibly produce
everything they need or want.
It must sell goods and services
outside of the household (that
is, “export”) for its members to
earn the income to gain access
to the many other things they
cannot economically produce for
themselves.
The “high performing Asian
economies” (HPAEs) that pulled
off the so-called “East Asian
Miracle” in the 1980s and 1990s,
documented by the World Bank in
a book with the same title, had one
thing in common: they pursued
and attained very rapid export
growth. “High-performing”
meant they achieved rapid growth
in average incomes and rapid
reduction in poverty. Led by
Japan, they included the four
“tigers” of Hong Kong, South
Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan,
and by the early 1990s were
joined by Indonesia, Malaysia,

and Thailand. The book noted that
creating an export push was vital
in all these HPAEs.
Now comes Vietnam, the
newest export miracle story in
Asia, having multiplied its export
earnings 23 times over the past
21 years, while the rest of its
Asean peers only saw theirs
expand two to four times in the
same period (and ours grew the
slowest). It has achieved the most
rapid export growth seen in Asia.
The key elements of its export
strategy are hardly unique: trade
liberalization, vigorous foreign
direct investment promotion,
currency undervaluation, and
aggressive entry into free trade
agreements with key trading
partners, especially large markets
like the United States.
Meanwhile, our own economy
remains trapped in the vicious
cycle of a limited internal market
constraining the economy’s
growth, leading to low average
income and high poverty, bringing
us back to the limited internal
(See EXPORTS, Page 5)
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Gun laws stalled in Congress:
Why that won’t change soon
By Paul LeBlanc
CNN

The baby formula display at a Target in Orlando, Florida stands
nearly empty amidst a nationwide formula shortage.

Baby formula: Joining
nationwide shortages?
THE QUERY has surfaced
very recently: It has been
identified as a “fear” most every
new parent has been “confronted”
with.
This “fear,” according to
many reports, has become “acute”
for millions of Americans who
find themselves in a worrisome
predicament illustrated by some
statistics: “Stores have about
43 percent less stock of formula
than usual.” The very message
has created an “urgent problem.”
Reports did zero in: “Some
infants cannot drink breast milk,
and a lot of working mothers
simply don’t have the time or
place to breastfeed.
Major store chains have
been involved in the process of
rationing how much formula a
person can buy, and desperate
mothers and fathers have been
noted to “scour shops and the
internet for formula supplies,
often vastly overpaying for any
they do find.”
A typical account by a young
mother: “It gets really scary.” She
continued to describe what she
did resort to.
That same mother related how
she spent $245 on three small
cans of formula she found online.
She described how she put half
a scoop less into each formula
bottle in order to make it “last
longer.”
More analyses have been
advanced by health and science
reports: “It’s astonishing that the
wealthiest, most advanced, and
most prosperous nation on the
planet” is struggling to feed its
infants.
It was learned what the main
reason is for the shortage among
big formula producers: How a
large manufacturing plant in the
Midwest was shut down because
of a “potential bacteria outbreak
that may have sickened four
babies. After that information

was received, it was learned how
the Food and Drug Administration
finally announced that the same
facility could resume operations,
but it would take a “couple of
months, before its products are
back on the shelves.”
One report surfaced in relation
to the “shut-down.” There were
noted COVID-related problems in
the global supply chain that caused
the “strained formula supplies,
some of which came from overseas.
The pandemic was singled out as a
basis, which caused “staffing and
ingredient shortages for formula
producers, and that hoarding
caused seesawing demand.”
Economic analysts in the U.S.
have indicated how “most of the
formula made in the European
Union is illegal to buy here,”
although it’s just as “nutritious,”
if not “better.”
In view of remedies forwarded
by the same analysts, it was highly
recommended that the “federal
government should immediately
eliminate barriers to imports of
infant formula so that Americans
could always buy it from other
well-regulated countries -- if it’s
good enough for Europe, Canada,
Australia and the like, “it’s good
enough for us.”
Perhaps, the recommendations
might not be implemented
immediately. Yet, it is hoped they
may at best assist in preventing
what mothers and fathers have
feared the most: how to contend
with that baby formula “nationwide
shortage,” which was responsible
in striking fear among numbers of
the U.S. population.

EXPORTS: Doing a Vietnam
(From Page 4)

market. An export breakout as
exemplified by the HPAEs would
be key to getting out of this trap.
That is why the Philippine Export
Development Plan (PEDP) 20232027, now being spearheaded by
the DTI, must receive far wider
attention and commitment than
all past PEDPs crafted since
the enactment of the Export
Development Act (Republic
Act No. 7844) in 1994. People
now like to say that an “all-ofgovernment” effort is needed
on this-or-that initiative; for
the PEDP, an “all-of-nation”
push is what the country needs.
This is because achieving export

expansion entails far more than
what the DTI does. The PEDP
should not be merely a DTI plan,
for it is a plan that requires unison
among all the moving parts—
including exchange rate policy,
infrastructure development,
agricultural development strategy,
human resource development,
fiscal and monetary policies, and
many more.
Vi e t n a m , i t s e e m s , h a s
conducted the complex symphony
orchestra better than everyone
else has. In a country where unity,
solidarity, and teamwork have
traditionally been in deficit, can
our sterling new economic team
manage to do a Vietnam?
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WASHINGTON -- Tuesday’s
shooting at a Texas elementary
school, which has left at least
19 children and two adults dead,
marked another instance of a
uniquely American tragedy.
The shooting is the latest entry
in the long history of gun violence
in the United States. Before
Tuesday, there had been at least
39 shootings in K-12 schools,
colleges and universities in 2022,
resulting in at least 10 deaths and
51 injuries.
While proposals to overhaul
gun laws -- such as a ban on
assault-style weapons or highcapacity magazines -- face steep
odds at the federal level, there
are some areas of bipartisan
agreement. Whether that’s enough
to break congressional gridlock is
yet to be seen.
Here’s what to know about
what is being considered in
Congress and where it stands.
Closing loopholes
A House-passed bill, HR 1446,
backed by Democratic Rep. Jim
Clyburn of South Carolina,
would close what’s known as the
“Charleston loophole,” which
allows some licensed gun sales
to go through before a required
background check is done.
Specifically, the legislation
would increase the amount of
time, from three business days
to a minimum of 10 business
days, that a federal firearms
licensee must wait to receive a
completed background check
prior to transferring a firearm to
an unlicensed person.
Using that loophole, a White
gunman was able to legally
purchase a firearm to kill nine
people at a historically Black
church in Charleston, South
Carolina, in 2015.
Senate Democrats took steps
Tuesday night to place the bill,
called the Enhanced Background
Checks Act of 2021,called onto
the legislative calendar so it can
be voted on.
It’s unclear when the Senate
will vote on the measure, but it
needs 60 votes in the chamber
to overcome a filibuster, and it’s
clear the legislation does not
have that support (at least not
right now) -- nor does it have full
Democratic backing to gut the
Senate rule altogether.
It’s unclear when Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
will try to force a procedural
vote to break a filibuster. Unless
there’s an agreement from all
100 senators, the earliest he
could set up the procedural vote
would be Saturday, according to
a Democratic aide.
But senators were expected

ONTOG

An assortment of assault rifles and ammunitionson display at a
gun store in Oregon.
to leave for the Memorial Day
recess on Thursday afternoon.
So they may wait until after the
recess to take that procedural
vote, even though leaving town
amid the Texas tragedy would be
bad optics.
The aide said Schumer has not
indicated when he may try to force
the vote yet.
Still, Democratic Sen. Richard
Blumenthal of Connecticut,
who has pushed for gun safety
legislation since the Sandy Hook
shooting in his state nearly 10
years ago, told reporters Tuesday
there should be a vote even if it is
doomed to fail.
“I think we need to hold every
member of Congress accountable
and vote so that the public knows
where every one of us stand,” he
said. Asked about the potential for
bipartisan agreement, he added, “I
think there may well be areas of
agreement. I have come close to
agreement with a number of my
colleagues on a red flag statute.”
‘Red flag’ legislation
House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer said Wednesday he’ll put
a gun safety bill known as the
Federal Extreme Risk Protection
Order Act to a vote in the House
during the first week of June.
“Congress must do more to
#EndGunViolence. During the
first week of the June work period,
I will bring @RepLucyMcBath’s
bill to the Floor to establish
a national ‘Red Flag’ law to
prevent those who pose a threat to

themselves or others from being
able to legally possess a firearm,”
he tweeted.
The legislation, which is
sponsored by Democratic Rep.
Lucy McBath of Georgia, who lost
her son to a shooting a decade ago,
would “allow family members
and law enforcement to obtain
an extreme risk protection order
to temporarily remove access to
firearms for those who are deemed
a danger to themselves or to others
by a federal court.”
Red flag laws tend to be
supported by those favoring more
gun safety measures, arguing that
the policies can prohibit mass
shootings from happening in the
first place.
But critics say they infringe
on due process by letting a judge
make an initial decision -- even
if temporary -- without hearing
from the accused, and by allowing
the judge to curtail someone’s
Second Amendment right to bear
arms without the respondent ever
having been convicted of a crime
or been adjudged mentally ill.
While the legislation will
likely find support in the House,
it would face steep odds in the
Senate.
Even bills with bipartisan
support can’t pass the Senate
Another bill, HR 8, the
Bipartisan Background Checks
Act of 2021, would expand
background checks for all firearm
sales or transfers in the country.
(See GUNS, Page 14)

Gun control advocacy groups rally with Democratic members of
Congress outside the U.S. Capitol on Thursday.

By Sluggo Rigor
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Diagrams provided by Amti show Chinese militia vessels shadowing the Philippine Coast Guard’s patrol vessel BRP Cape Engaño
(left), hours after a Chinese Coast Guard ship tailed a research
vessel from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (right),
as both Philippine vessels approached Ayungin Shoal on April 21.

Lozada yields after SC
affirms graft conviction

MANILA — Whistleblower Rodolfo “Jun” Lozada
Jr. voluntarily surrendered to the
National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) on Thursday, according to
bureau spokesperson Ferdinand
Lavin.
Lozada, along with his brother
Orlando, turned himself in to the
NBI after the Sandiganbayan
reportedly issued an arrest warrant
against them in connection with
the Supreme Court decision
affirming their conviction for
a land deal involving the stateowned Philippine Forest Corp.
(PFC).
In a ruling dated July 28,
2021, but made public only
recently on its website, the
Supreme Court denied the Lozada
brothers’ petition for review of the
Sandiganbayan decision finding
them guilty of graft and sentencing
them to 6-10 years imprisonment
and perpetual disqualification
from holding public office.
Last week, Lozada, an IT
expert and former president and
CEO of the PFC, said he has

no regrets for “siding with the
truth” even as the Supreme Court
affirmed his conviction.
“My enemies made good with
their threats that they will make me
regret telling the truth,” Lozada
said in a statement addressed
to his family and friends and
informing them “with sadness”
that the high court had denied his
appeal.
It was Lozada who blew the
whistle on the supposed costpadding and bribery involved
in the NBN-ZTE deal, which
was to have resulted in a
telecommunications network
linking government offices
nationwide.
His testimony at a Senate
inquiry in 2008, in which he
tagged then President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo and her
husband as the “masterminds
behind the NBN-ZTE crime,”
led to the cancellation of the deal.
He also testified that then
Commission on Elections Chair
Benjamin Abalos Sr. stood to gain
a huge commission from the deal.

EDITORIAL: So far, so good
(From Page 4)

government debt burden, which is projected to hit more than P13
trillion by the end of this year as the Duterte administration had
to borrow P3.2 trillion just to beef up its war chest to address the
pandemic.
This makes debt management the biggest challenge as soon as
the Marcos administration takes office on July 1, acknowledged
by Diokno as the first item in the agenda when he takes over the
finance portfolio. At P12.7 trillion as of the end of March 2022,
Diokno points out that this is not a cause for concern as long as the
Philippine economy grows by 6-7 percent on a sustained basis. “It
is important that I should look at the sustainability of the debt to
assure the domestic audience and the international credit watchers
that we are serious about consolidating our fiscal resources so that
we are able to reduce out debt and deficit-to-GDP ratio over time,”
he added.
Only a vibrant economy can indeed address the debt problem,
and a competent economic team can help ensure this. An economic
team made up of experienced and highly qualified individuals
means good economic policies, and good economic policies mean
more profitable businesses and more investments. In turn, more
lucrative businesses mean more taxes, and more taxes will give the
government enough money to repay its debts without dipping into
funds that should be allocated to basic public services. A vibrant
economy also means more jobs and less poverty.
It is hoped that Marcos Jr. will complete his economic team
with similarly capable leaders. This is also crucial in the upcoming
appointees to the agriculture, transportation, and information and
communications technology departments, as well as the internal
revenue and customs bureaus. Just as we need doctors and not
lawyers to treat sick people, we need economists and technocrats
— not politicians — to bring an ailing economy back in the pink
of health. – Philippine Daily Inquirer

MANILA— Chinese coast
guard and militia vessels harassed
Philippine ships in back-to-back
incidents in Ayungin (Second
Thomas) Shoal in the West
Philippine Sea in April, according
to a US think tank.
The two incidents in the
Philippine-occupied atoll, which
took place several hours apart,
were tracked by the Washingtonbased Asia Maritime Transparency
Institute (AMTI) of the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies, a think tank that closely
follows developments in the
South China Sea using satellite
images and transponder system.
“China is creating risks of
collision on purpose to coerce the
Philippines,” Amti director and
Southeast Asia expert Gregory
Poling told the Inquirer over the
weekend.
A 60-meter research vessel
of the Philippines’ Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) from mainland Palawan
was tailed by China Coast Guard
(CCG) 5304 “at extremely close
distances” of as close as 100
meters in multiple instances as it
approached the shoal last April
21, satellite images and vessels’
automatic identification system
broadcasts suggested in the Amti’s
report published on Friday.
As the CCG 5304 closely
pursued the BFAR vessel, three
more Chinese vessels closed in
from the north: the CCG 5303
accompanied by two Hainanbased militia vessels, the Qiong
Sansha Yu 00401 and 00105.
Chinese militia vessels
pose as fishing boats but are
usually deployed with the CCG
to enforce China’s territorial

claims in the South China Sea,
including the West Philippine
Sea. The Philippine government
had protested Chinese militia
incursions on several occasions,
while Beijing has denied operating
a militia.
The BFAR vessel turned
around 23.5 kilometers (12.7
nautical miles) from the shoal as
it appeared to be “under pressure.”
It retreated 24 kilometers (13
nautical miles) east before heading
north toward Philippine-occupied
Lawak (Nanshan) Island, tailed
by the CCG 5304, the Amti said.
Several hours after the first
incident, the Philippine Coast
Guard’s (PCG) Parola-class patrol
vessel BRP Cape Engaño (MRRV4411) was seen heading toward
the shoal from the east but was met
by CCG 5303 and Qiong Sansha
Yu 00105, which shadowed it
at distances of approximately a
nautical mile.
The three vessels stopped
approximately 11 kilometers (6
nautical miles) east of the shoal,
but three more militia vessels
began steaming up from the south:
the Qiong Sansha Yu 00009,
00101 and 00110, the Amti said.
The three militia vessels passed
less than a mile to the east of
the PCG ship before taking up a
position at the north end of the
shoal.
Another Chinese militia vessel,
Qiong Sansha Yu 00214, was
tracked near the shoal’s entrance
as the Chinese coast guard and
militia ships surrounded the BRP
Cape Engaño.
“The vessels all maintained
their positions for several hours
before the Cape Engaño turned
back eastward, encouraged by the
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approaching 5303, which tailed
it until it left the area heading
northwest toward unoccupied
Whitsun Reef,” the Amti said.
National Task Force for
the West Philippine Sea Chair
and National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. and
Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana did not respond to
requests for comment about the
incidents.
Ayungin Shoal is a low-tide
elevation located 194 kilometers
(105 nautical miles) off Palawan
and is within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone. It is
occupied by a small military
contingent at the BRP Sierra
Madre, a World War II landing
ship tank intentionally grounded
there by the Philippine Navy
in 1999 to serve as a military
outpost.
China claims the entire South
China Sea, including the West
Philippine Sea. The Philippines,
China, Brunei, Vietnam, Taiwan,
and Malaysia have overlapping
maritime claims in these waters.
An international arbitral
tribunal ruled in 2016 to invalidate
Beijing’s fictitious claims within
its so-called nine-dash line, but
Beijing refuses to recognize the
ruling.
The new incidents in Ayungin
Shoal came five months after the
Philippine government protested
CCG vessels’ blocking and
blasting of water cannons on
Philippine boats on a resupply
mission to BRP Sierra Madre.
“The long-term plan for
China seems to be to make it
so dangerous and costly that the
Philippines abandons the Sierra
Madre,” Poling told the Inquirer.

DIAZ: Carnage in America

(From Page 4)

of one of the murdered teachers
would suffer a heart attack and
die, leaving their four children
orphans.
Spate of killings
The massacre was the deadliest
shooting at a U.S. grade school
since the massacre that killed
20 children and six adults at
Sandy Hook Elementary School
in Newton, Connecticut, a decade
ago. Ten days prior to the Texas
shooting, a gunman killed 10
Black people at a supermarket in
Buffalo, New York.
The spate of killings has raised
concerns that too many assault
rifles are in circulation across the
nation, which led someone to say,
“If children aren’t safe at school
where are they safe?” All too
often, school children are being
killed across America and nothing
is being done. Congress refused
to act, all because they don’t want
to touch the Second Amendment.
Te x a s a u t h o r i t i e s o n
Wednesday said they were still
seeking answers about a possible
motive and what sparked the
attack from a man who had no
criminal adult record and no
known mental health history.
It was revealed that the
gunman recently purchased two
semi-automatic rifles on separate
dates, on May 17, the day after
he turned 18 and on May 20. He
also purchased 375 rounds of 5.56
ammunition, and seven 30-round
magazines. Four days later, he
murdered 21 people.
Abbott’s press conference
At a press conference, Texas
Governor Gregg Abbott insisted

The 19 children and two teachers killed in the mass shooting at
Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas.
that since Texas became a state
it’s been legal for 18-year-olds to
buy long guns.
But long guns of today are
often semi-automatic, which did
not exist 200 years ago. What we
have now are “killing machines,”
not hunting rifles like they used
then.
Fred Guttenberg, whose
daughter Jaime was murdered
in the Parkland school shooting,
blasted Abbott, saying, “The
governor seems completely
unable to understand that he can
easily make a distinction when
you’re talking about whether an
18-year-old should buy an assault
rifle or not. And all he cares about
is a century of history in Texas
on long guns. We didn’t have
AR-15 style assault weapons
back then. He can easily make a
distinction and say, ‘you can go
hunting, here are the rifles you can
do, you can buy, you can possess –
and here’s an assault-style rifle.’”
“If he (Abbott) thinks that
people are stupid and unable to

understand that there is a clear
distinction between a killing
machine and a hunting rifle, that
he’s taking us all for fools.”
On Saturday, Vice President
Kamala Harris called on Congress
to pass assault rifle legislation.
But with the grip the National Rifle
Association had on Republicans,
it is doubtful if it would ever pass.
Assault rifles were once banned
in 1994 when then-president Bill
Clinton signed the Federal Assault
Weapons Ban. But Congress let
it expire after the 10-year sunset
was reached. Congress let the bill
expire because many Democrats
that supported the ban didn’t
have the majority they needed
for a vote.
At the end of the day, it is
hoped that the Uvalde massacre
would awaken America. It’s time
for Congress to take the bull by
the horn and pass legislation
banning the use of assault rifles.
It’s time to stop the carnage in
America.
(PerryDiaz@gmail.com)
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Marcos meets with lawmakers
to discuss legislative agenda

The National Museum in Manila.

Marcos to take oath
at National Museum

MANILA — President-elect
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will take
his oath of office as the 17th chief
executive of the country at the
historic National Museum of the
Philippines on June 30, 2022.
Incoming Presidential
Management Staff secretary
Zenaida “Naida” Angping said
that the area was found to be a
“suitable venue” for the oathtaking following the inaugural
committee’s ocular inspection.
“The National Museum of
Philippines building and its
surrounding areas match our
requirements for Presidentelect Marcos’ inauguration.
Preparations are already in full
swing to ensure that it will be
ready by then,” Angping said in
a statement.
Angping said the inaugural

committee also considered the
Quirino Grandstand for Marcos
Jr.’s oath-taking.
T h e c o m m i t t e e ’s o c u l a r
i n s p e c t i o n t e a m , h o w e v e r,
observed that there were still
several COVID-19 facilities in
the area.
“The safety and welfare of our
people are paramount. As such,
we chose to avoid disrupting
the medical care being given to
the COVID-19 patients housed
there. That’s why we opted for the
National Museum as the venue,”
Angping said.
The National Museum of the
Philippines previously served as
the venue for the inauguration
of former Presidents Manuel
L. Quezon, Jose P. Laurel, and
Manuel Roxas.

GUNS: Arm teachers?
(From Page 1)

Attorney General Ken Paxton, a
Republican, said in an interview
on Fox News on the day of the
Uvalde school shooting that
the state, which already allows
teachers to be armed, should
go further to ensure school
employees have firearms.
“We can’t stop bad people
from doing bad things,” he said.
“We can potentially arm and
prepare and train teachers and
other administrators to respond
quickly because the reality is
that we don’t have the resources
to have law enforcement at every
school.”
At least 28 states, including
Texas, currently allow teachers
or school staff to be armed in
the classroom under varying
conditions, according to a 2020
RAND Corporation study. It is
unclear how effective that has
been at undermining a school
shooting threat and critics note
research that shows that adding
firearms to a situation only
increases the risk of gun violence.
“These bills are about rhetoric
and distraction — they’re not
about solutions,” said Rob
Wilcox, federal legal director at
Everytown for Gun Safety. “If
you were to introduce guns into
schools, not only is it ineffective,
but you’re introducing more risk.
How will guns be stored? How
will folks be trained? When will
guns be used? How do you ensure
kids won’t get access to them?
How do you ensure a gun isn’t
used in a tense situation at school?
These are all critical questions
about this type of legislation that

never gets answered.”
The National Education
Association and the American
Federation of Teachers have
long expressed their opposition
to arming teachers as a solution
to gun violence at schools, and
many have also shared concerns
about the heightened risk of legal
liability for teachers and schools.
School security experts also
shared frustration that many of
these programs provide limited
training as a cost-saving measure
for security, as it appeared to show
a lack of commitment to safety.
“You can tell me all you want
with your rhetoric that school
safety is a priority, but I will know
whether it is when I look at your
budget, your actions and your
leadership,” said Kenneth Trump,
who has served as an expert for
civil litigation trials after shootings
and serves as the president of
Ohio-based National School
Safety and Security Services.
“One thing I’ve learned in 30
years of working with schools is
that it becomes a priority when
the parents are outraged or when
there’s media attention.”
The bill headed to Ohio Gov.
Mike DeWine’s desk from the
state’s Republican-controlled
legislature would lessen the
threshold for carrying a weapon.
DeWine said in a statement
that he called on the Ohio General
Assembly last week to pass the bill
that would allow school districts
to “designate armed staff for
school security and safety.” He
said he looked forward to “signing
this important legislation.”

MANILA— Presidentelect Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. met with several
lawmakers Tuesday to tackle the
legislative agenda of his incoming
administration.
Among the lawmakers he met
were Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri,
who is vying for the Senate
presidency, and Rep. Martin
Romualdez, who is vying for the
House speakership.
Based on a photo shared by
Marcos’ office, the others who
attended the meeting were:
• Incoming senators Jinggoy
Estrada, Loren Legarda, JV
Ejercito, and Raffy Tulfo
• Current senators Ralph
Recto, Lito Lapid, Ramon “Bong”
Revilla Jr., Nancy Binay, and
Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa
• Isabela First District Rep.
Tonypet Albano and Iloilo First
District Rep. Janette Garin
Last Monday, Zubiri said
Marcos, who will assume his post
on June 30, “wants to shape up the
legislative agenda immediately.”
“He instructed me and

President-elect Ferdinand Marcos Jr. meets with several lawmakers
on Tuesday, May 31, 2022, to discuss his incoming administration’s
legislative agenda.
incoming Speaker Romualdez
to sit down and discuss possible
legislative agenda for the Sona
[State of the Nation Address],”
Zubiri said.
The meeting took place as
Zubiri and Sen. Cynthia Villa
were still vying for the Senate
leadership.
According to Dela Rosa,
Villar is open to a term-sharing
agreement with Zubiri for the
post.

However, according to the
press release of the Marcos
camp, Zubiri did not discuss
the possibility of term-sharing
during Tuesday’s meeting with
the president-elect.
Villar did not attend the
meeting.
Senator Imee Marcos, the
president-elect’s sister, said it
would be “unlikely” and “quite
improper” for his brother to
endorse his own candidate for the
Senate presidency.

BIDEN: Ban assault weapons
(From Page 1)

for violence perpetrated by people
carrying their guns.
He also condemned as
“unconscionable” the refusal of a
majority of Republican senators to
enact tougher firearms regulations.
“We can’t fail the American
people again,” Biden said,
pressing Republicans to allow
bills with gun control measures
to come up for a vote.
The United States, which has
a higher rate of gun deaths than
any other wealthy nation, has
been shaken in recent weeks by
the high-profile mass shootings
at a grocery story in upstate New
York, an elementary school in
Texas that killed 19 children, and
a medical building in Oklahoma.
Lawmakers are looking at
measures to expand background
checks and pass “red flag” laws
that would allow law enforcement
officials to take guns away from
people suffering from mental
illness. But any new measures face
steep hurdles from Republicans,
particularly in the U.S. Senate,
and moves to ban assault weapons
do not have enough support to
advance.
Despite the political challenges,
Biden urged Congress to act.
“After Columbine, after Sandy
Hook, after Charleston, after
Orlando, after Las Vegas, after
Parkland, nothing has been done,”
Biden said, listing high-profile
mass shootings over the past
decade. “This time that can’t be
true.”
Gun safety advocates have
pushed Biden to take stronger
measures on his own to curb gun
violence, but the White House
wants Congress to pass legislation
that would have more lasting
impact than any presidential order.
A U.S. House of
Representatives committee on
Thursday was working on a bill
aimed at toughening national gun
laws, though the measure has little
chance of passing the Senate.
Biden’s evening address was

U.S. President Joe Biden speaks about gun violence during a
primetime address from the White House in Washington, U.S.,
June 2, 2022.

aimed in part at keeping the issue
at the forefront of voters’ minds.
The president has made only a
handful of evening speeches from
the White House during his term,
including one on the COVID-19
pandemic in 2021 and one about
the Texas shooting last week.
More than 18,000 people have
died from gun violence in the
United States so far in 2022,
including through homicide and
suicide, according to the Gun
Violence Archive, a non-profit
research group.
Canada, Australia and Britain
all passed stricter gun laws after
mass shootings in their countries,
banning assault weapons and
increasing background checks.
America has experienced two
decades of massacres in schools,
stores and places of work and
worship without any such
legislation.
A broad majority of American
voters, both Republicans and
Democrats, favor stronger gun
control laws, but Republicans
in Congress and some moderate
Democrats have blocked such
legislation for years.
Prices of shares in gun
manufacturers rose on Thursday.
Efforts to advance gun control
measures have boosted firearm
share prices after other mass

shootings as investors anticipated
that gun purchases would increase
ahead of stricter regulations.
In the aftermath of the Texas
shooting, Biden urged the country
to take on the powerful pro-gun
lobby that backs politicians who
oppose such legislation.
The Senate is split, with 50
Democrats and 50 Republicans,
and a law must have 60 votes to
overcome a maneuver known as
the filibuster, which means any
law would need rare bipartisan
support.
“The only room in America
where you can’t find more
than 60% support for universal
background checks is on the floor
of the U.S. Senate,” said Christian
Heyne, vice president for policy at
Brady, a gun violence prevention
group.
Advocates have expressed
cautious optimism that lawmakers
will coalesce around some gun
control measures. If not, they
plan to make it a rallying cry in
the November midterm elections.
While Biden and Congress
explore compromises, the
Supreme Court is due to decide a
major case that could undermine
new efforts to enact gun control
measures while making existing
ones vulnerable to legal attack.
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Another witness retracts
claims against De Lima
aide Ronnie Dayan and having
personal transactions with them.
With another witness failing
to link De Lima to the illegal
drug trade, Tacardon said he
believed the Prosecution still has
yet to present strong and sufficient
evidence to justify De Lima’s
detention.
Meanwhile, in seeking
reconsideration of the dismissal
of the complaint against Capones,
De Lima’s lawyers stressed that
“we are not questioning the legal
principle that a mere confession,
and indeed the mere testimony
of an alleged co-conspirator,
which is not corroborated by the
corpus delicti, is insufficient to
put a person on trial, much less
for conviction.”
“That has been our unwavering
position since 2016. But this
complaint against Capones is
at the preliminary investigation
stage, and yet the DOJ cannot
even be moved to lift a finger and
issue a subpoena to get him to
answer for his own self-confessed
crimes? By the same token, the
cases against the Senator should
never have progressed beyond
the DOJ preliminary investigation
back in November 2016. Instead,
they did their best to waste five
years of a human being’s life, and
an elected Senator’s mandate out
of fear of the truth she speaks,”
they added.
Prior to this new testimony
from Capones, self-confessed
drug lord Kerwin Espinosa,
former Bureau of Corrections
Officer-in-Charge Rafael Ragos,
and De Lima’s former aide
Ronnie Dayan all retracted their
initial testimonies and allegations
against De Lima.
Espinosa claimed that he was
coerced by cops, Ragos claimed
that he was interrogated and
coerced by former Department
of Justice Sec. Vitaliano Aguirre
II of testifying against the senator.

CHINA: Ignores protest
(From Page 1)

can view it in an objective and
correct perspective, and earnestly
fulfill the obligations as a littoral
state of the South China Sea
to jointly promote sustainable
development of fishery in the
South China Sea,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said in a statement
sent to reporters on Thursday.
The ban covers some areas of
the South China Sea up to north
of the 12 degrees north latitude.
Manila says this extends up to
some parts of the West Philippine
Sea that the South China Sea is
within.
Every year, the Philippines
protests against the ban and has
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Broadcaster Tulfo, Sara spokeswoman
Frasco, others join Marcos Cabinet

Sen. Leila de Lima and prosecution witness Joel Capones

MANILA— Prosecution
witness and convicted murderer
Joel Capones denied in open
court that he had transacted with,
identified, or even knew Senator
Leila De Lima.
This was stated by Atty.
Filibon “Boni” Tacardon, one of
De Lima’s legal counsels, after a
hearing at the Muntinlupa regional
trial court on Monday — which
was the continuation of the crossexamination of Capones, who
alleged that De Lima received
drug money from the late highprofile inmate Jaybee Sebastian.
“First, he admitted in his
cross-examination that he did not
have a transaction and that he did
not know Senator De Lima and
if ever there was a transaction or
engagement in the illegal drug
trade, it was only with Jaybee
Sebastian,” said Tacardon in
mixed English and Filipino.
“But since Jaybee Sebastian
has passed, he can no longer
dispute his alleged transaction
regarding illegal drugs,” he added.
Apart from this, Capones now
also denies ever seeing Sebastian
hand money to De Lima.
“Pangalawang punto na
tingin namin na maganda ay
nung tinanong sya—nung
unang tinanong sya sa direct
examination, ang sabi nya nakita
nya na may inabot na pera daw
si Jaybee Sebastian. Pero nung
tinanong ulit namin yun nung
cross examination, exact words
na sinabi nya ay ‘anong pera’?”
Tacardon explained.
(The second point that we think
is good is when he was asked —
when he was first asked in the
direct examination, he said he saw
that Jaybee Sebastian had handed
[De Lima] money. But when we
asked him again during the crossexamination, the exact words he
said were ‘what money?’)
Capones also denied personally
knowing De Lima and her former
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urged China to comply with its
international law, specifically
the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea and the
2016 arbitral ruling that awarded
the Philippines the right over its
exclusive economic zone in the
West Philippine Sea.
However, China maintains that
the annual fishing moratorium is
a “normal measure of protecting
marine biological resources in
waters under China’s jurisdiction.”
It added that it is also a
“manifestation” of its compliance
with its international obligations,
namely the UNCLOS.
Beijing failed to mention the
Hague arbitral ruling on the West
Philippine Sea.

MANILA— Broadcaster
Erwin Tulfo and Liloan Cebu
Mayor Christina Frasco, both
families of government officials,
have been nominated to join
the Cabinet of the incoming
administration of president-elect
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
Press Secretary-designate
Trixie Angeles-Cruz, in a briefing
on Monday, said Tulfo will lead the
Department of Social Welfare and
Development while Frasco—who
is also the spokesperson of vicepresident elect Sara Duterte—will
lead the Department of Tourism.
Tulfo is the brother of the
incoming Sen. Raffy Tulfo while
Frasco is the daughter of Cebu
Gov. Gwen Garcia. Frasco is a
two-term mayor of the Liloan
town.
The youngest Tulfo previously
figured in controversy with the
DSWD after the former ranted
against Social Welfare Secretary
Rolando Bautista called him out
for his expletive-spiced rant for
not granting the broadcaster an
interview.
In a short statement sent to the
media, Tulfo however said he will
work hard to address the needs of
his countrymen in need.
Meanwhile, former Rep.
Naida Angping (Manila) has
been nominated as head of the
Presidential Management Staff.
Angping is part of the transition
team of the Marcos campaign
team.
Previously, she served as a
three-term congresswoman of the
third district of the Capital. She
also served as technical assistant

Erwin Tulfo and Christina Franco
of the Office of the Governor of
Leyte and executive assistant of
several officials, the Marcos team
said in a release.
Slowly, Marcos has been
piecing together his economic
team with two new additions
announced on Thursday.
Former Department of Budget
and Management Assistant
Secretary Amenah Pangandaman
will return to her former
department, now to sit as its chief
under the Marcos administration.
She will take over the post vacated
by Wendel Avisado, who resigned
as budget chief last year due to
“medical reasons.”
Pangandaman is no stranger
to the budget process. Under
the Duterte administration,
she worked with Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas Governor Benjamin
Diokno when he was still the head
of the DBM. Diokno will cut short
his term as central bank chief to
become Marcos’ finance secretary.
But Pangandaman’s stint at the
DBM was not free of controversies.
In 2019, some lawmakers

accused Pangandaman and
Diokno of allowing unauthorized
“insertions” amounting to P75
billion into the proposed budget of
the Department of Public Works
and Highways for that year.
Both Pangandaman and
Diokno denied the accusations,
while President Rodrigo Duterte
vetoed the supposed insertions
flagged by lawmakers. The two
were later appointed to the BSP,
with Pangandaman serving as
assistant governor.
As it is, Pangandaman will be
part of an economic team that was
left to tackle the government’s
large budget deficit and huge debt
pile that accumulated amid the
pandemic.
She will join Diokno, incoming
BSP Governor Felipe Medalla and
two-time Socioeconomic Planning
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan
in the powerful Development
and Budget Coordination
Committee (DBCC), which sets
the government’s macroeconomic
and fiscal targets.

UKRAINE: War enters 100th day
(From Page 1)

their sights on capturing eastern
Ukraine, prompting dire warnings
the war could drag on.
Following White House talks
with US President Joe Biden,
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg
warned Thursday that Ukraine’s
allies needed to brace for a
grueling “war of attrition.”
“We just have to be prepared
for the long haul,” Stoltenberg
said while reiterating that NATO
does not want direct confrontation
with Russia.
While the advance has been
much slower than Moscow
expected, Russian forces have
expanded control beyond the
43,000 square kilometers (16,600
square miles).
“Today, about 20 percent of
our territory is under the control
of the occupiers,” Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said in an address to Luxembourg
lawmakers.
Zelensky, however, said on
his country’s military would
fend off the Russian invasion, in
a video marking 100 days of
Moscow’s all-out assault on its
pro-democracy neighbor.
“ Vi c t o r y w i l l b e o u r s , ”
Zelensky said in the video. It
included Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal and presidential advisor
Mykhaylo Podolyak, recalling an
impromptu message they posted
outside government buildings at
the onset of the war, vowing to
remain in the country.
The mayor of the capital said
on Friday that Ukrainians “don’t
want another 100 days of war”
and called for continued “pressure

Ukainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (C) speaks to the press
in the town of Bucha, northwest of the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, on
April 4, 2022.
on Putin’s regime”, referring to assault, which Zelensky said
Russian President Vladimir Putin. was killing up to 100 Ukrainian
“Yes we need weapons so soldiers every day.
On the ground, street battles
that we can defend our common
values. But we must wage war were raging in the industrial hub
on the Russian economy so that of Severodonetsk in Lugansk, part
Russia will finally leave Ukraine of the Donbas.
The strategic city is a key
in peace,” he said.
Ukraine’s foreign ministry target for Moscow, which already
released a statement in English controls 80 percent of the area, but
saying international help for the Lugansk regional governor Sergiy
country was “the best investment Gaiday vowed Ukrainian forces
i n p e a c e a n d s u s t a i n a b l e would fight “until the end”.
Severodonetsk’s Azot factory,
development of all mankind”.
The ministry also called for a one of Europe’s biggest chemical
special court to investigate war plants, was targeted by Russian
crimes in the country, saying, soldiers who fired on one of its
“Russian criminals should be administrative buildings and a
brought before the Tibunal in warehouse where methanol was
the same way as it was with the stored.
Ukrainian troops were still
leadership of Nazi Germany.”
holding an industrial zone, Gaiday
said, a situation reminiscent of
Since Russia’s February 24 Mariupol, where a huge steel
invasion, thousands of people works was the southeastern port
have been killed and millions city’s last holdout until Ukrainian
forced to flee, with Ukraine’s east troops finally surrendered in late
now bearing the brunt of Russia’s May.

June 3, 2022

Page 9

PHILIPPINE POST

Tears, hugs, anecdote-filled speeches mark
the Senate’s last session of 18th Congress

Karwin Espinosa

Retracted
testimony gets
Espinosa
case dropped

MANILA – Alleged Visayan
drug lord Kerwin Espinosa, one
of the witnesses in the 2016
congressional investigations
against Senator Leila De Lima,
was cleared of one of several drug
trade charges after the star witness
admitted to the court that he was
“forced” to make claims of drug
sales and transactions.
The Makati Regional
Trial Court Branch 64 denied
the prosecution’s motion for
reconsideration in an order
dated May 30, but received by
Espinosa’s lawyer Raymund
Palad on Friday June 3.
The same court dismissed the
case in December last year, but the
prosecution filed a motion, which
was junked in the latest order.
The newest order, composed
of only three pages, said the
prosecution failed to bring new
evidence and therefore sustained
its December 2021 ruling.
In the December 2021 order,
Judge Gina Babat-Palamos
said that because key witness
Marcelo Adorco retracted, “the
prosecution’s case against the
Espinosa group crumbles.”
Adorco, supposedly the runner
of the alleged Espinosa drug
network, was the key witness
in the case. The Department of
Justice (DOJ) prosecution even
wanted to turn him into a state
witness, but the court did not
allow.
But in 2020, Adorco retracted
every drug transaction that he
described before, saying he was
forced by police officers led
by Liuetenant Colonel Jovie
Espenido, and that he did it for
fear for his life and safety.
Judge Palamos said that “while
as a rule, recantations are viewed
with suspicion and reservation,
there exists special circumstances,
such as the glaring violations of
Adorco’s constitutional rights,
which raises doubts as to the
veracity of his initial testimonies.”
The prosecution tried to
convince the court to rely on the
statements of the police officers
but the judge thumbed it down.

MANILA — Emotions ran
high and hugs between colleagues
were given tightly to one another
as the Senate capped off its last
session of the 18th Congress, with
eight senators ending their terms
and bidding goodbye.
During Wednesday’s plenary
session, “graduating” senators
gave their respective valedictory
speeches filled with anecdotes that
elicited laughter in the plenary
hall.
First to give his speech was
Senate President Vicente Sotto
III, who described his years in
the Senate as the “highlights” of
his over 30-year career in public
service.
“On the matter of leaving,
we Filipinos turn sentimental.
Rizal wrote a long poem as he
contemplated his execution.
Our OFWs (overseas Filipino
workers) have tear jerking scenes
that rival movies in heart-rending
last-minute tears and hugs,” Sotto
said.
“We here are less prone to these
expressions, but the sweet-sorrow
of parting is real. We have come to
love the Senate, its members, the
secretariat, and the plain serenity
of being at its premises. It will
always have a special place in my
heart,” he added.
As he ended his speech, Sotto
could not help but turn emotional.
“When the time comes that
my humble name will have to be
ensconced and chiseled into the
annals of the Senate’s history, I
want to be remembered best as
Vicente C. Sotto III, a musician
by profession, a sportsman by
affiliation, a drug-buster by
vocation, and a public servant by
conviction,” the Senate president
said.
Next up was Senate Pro
Tempore Ralph Recto who, in his
farewell speech, paid tribute to his
colleagues – honoring their work
in the upper chamber and poking
fun at some of them.
“Every hour spent here was a

memes which would have made
him a billionaire if he could
monetize it,” Recto said.
“Not that he had dozed off in
the Senate, but this I will state
with certainty: a sleeping Drilon
will have more activity in his
brain than many of us awake.
He can even be pumped full of
sedatives but will still retain
computing power to outsmart the
fully conscious among us,” he
continued.
For his part, Senator Panfilo
Lacson wished the remaining
senators and Senate staff and
employees good luck as he bid
farewell to the upper chamber.
“I have gone full circle in this
lifetime. I have experienced the
best and the worst of life. My
parents have always reminded us
to count our blessings, no matter
how little and insignificant, and
never forget to thank God for each
and every single one of them,”
Lacson said.
“Yes, I am finally going home
and allow the evolution of our
country’s long line of legislators
to take its course,” he said.
Meanwhile, Drilon, who is set
to retire from politics, credited
the Senate for having given him a
“wealth of knowledge, experience,
and wisdom” he said he could not
have gained elsewhere.
“Much of what and who I am

now I owe to the Senate,” he said.
“Early in my first term, I
learned that getting elected to
the Senate did not make me a
Senator. I had to labor hard to
become worthy of the title. I had
to earn my place in this house of
24 republics through hard work,
late nights, and early mornings,”
he added.
In his career in the Senate,
Drilon was elected as Senate
president four times. He also
previously held the posts of Senate
President Pro Tempore, Majority
Leader, and Minority Leader.
“And it is here in the Senate
where I have done my best and,
perhaps, experienced my worst,”
he also said.
Colleagues gathered around
Drilon for hugs, the tightest
among them seemed to be from
an emotional Senator Ronald
“Bato” dela Rosa.
Like his fellow first-time
senators, Dela Rosa has often
faced intense interpellations from
Drilon, a veteran lawmaker.
In a speech later in the session,
Dela Rosa thanked Drilo for
guiding him during his years
a s a n e o p h y t e l a w m a k e r.
The former top cop-turnedpolitician said incoming neophyte
Senators Robin Padilla, Mark Villar
and Raffy Tulfo “are deprived of
going to school under” Drilon.
“I have had the honor of having the
best colleagues who have guided
me along the way,” Dela Rosa also
said, referring to other veteran
senators, who are “graduating”
from the Senate.
Before Wednesday’s session
ended, the Senate adopted separate
resolutions commending the
service of the outgoing senators
during their time in the upper
chamber.
Aside from Sotto, Recto,
Drilon, Gordon, and Lacson,
Senators Leila de Lima, Manny
Pacquiao, and Francis Pangilinan
were also ending their Senate
term.

MANILA— “Wala ng SP
(Senate President) race.”
Senator Cynthia Villar herself
declared this on Wednesday as she
threw her support behind Senate
Majority Leader Juan Miguel
Zubiri, who is said to be eyeing
the top Senate post.
Asked in an interview at the
Senate if it means she is no
longer interested in the Senate
presidency, Villar said: “Hindi
na.” (No more.)
According to her, she already
informed Zubiri about her
decision and the latter was very
happy about it.

Further asked if she is then
supporting Zubiri’s bid, Villar
answered yes.
She also rejected the idea of a
possible term-sharing deal with
Zubiri, which she had earlier
offered to the latter.
“Ayoko na, (I don’t want it) I
want a simple life,” Villar said.
Villar though expressed hope
she could still keep her committee
chairmanships so she can continue
to push for her advocacies on
agriculture and environment.
She currently heads the Senate
committees on agriculture and
environment.

Outgoing Senate Minority Leader Franklin Drilon and Senator
Ronald “Bato” dela Rosa share a tight hug during the Senate’s
last session under the 18th Congress.
teachable moment to me. Every
day is a blessing because it
brought forth the chance to make
a difference,” Recto said, before
making his “last roll call” of the
Senate members.
Recto brought up “the
c o u n t r y ’s o l d e s t a n d f i r s t
responder” – Senator Richard
Gordon, who is the chairman
of the Philippine Red Cross.
“Tulad ninyo, nalulungkot ako na
hindi nakapasok si Dick,” Recto
said. Gordon ran for reelection but
lost in this year’s polls.
“The most iconic photo of Dick
in action, when his trademark
courage and compassion were
on full display, was during the
Pinatubo eruption. Here was a
man running towards the most
powerful volcanic eruption in
history when people were running
away from it. His CV of helping
spans from Yoling to Yolanda,”
Recto said of Gordon.
“At ungodly hours, you would
find him on the estribo of a fire
truck. Natutulog yata siya with a
fire alarm by his bedside. We have
to ask lovely Kate,” he said in jest,
referring to Gordon’s wife.
Recto also poked fun at
outgoing Senate Minority Leader
Franklin Drilon, saying the latter
inspired “a catalog of memes.”
“Frank closing his eyes in deep
thought has inspired a catalog of

Villar backs Zubiri’s Senate presidency bid

Sen. Cynthia Villar
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Santacruzan in LA: Celebration and prayer for peace
PHOTOS BY
ANDY TECSON

LOS ANGELES – The
17 th Annual Santacruzan-May
Crowning was held at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels
on May 14, a celebratory Filipino
Marian tradition that encompasses
more than 222 years after the
Spaniards landed in the Islands to
colonize and spread Christianity.
The Holy Cross became
symbolic and focused on the
youth and the devotion to emulate
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The theme for this year is Holy
Mary, Queen of Peace as we asked
for her intercession in praying
for peace in the world especially
Russia and Ukraine.
The Eucharistic Mass was
officiated by Rev. Fr. Rodel G.
Balagtas, Liaison of the Filipino
Ministry of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles and Pastor of Incarnation
Church, with about 1,200 people
in attendance.
Deacon Ray Emnace assisted
him. Concelebrants were Fr.
Joy Lawrence Santos, Pastor of
St. Genevieve Church and Fr.
Joel Henson, Associate Vicar for
Clergy.
The presentation of the Reyna
Elena with her Court of Sagalas
and Ave Maria Angels led to the
flower offering and crowning of the
image of Virgen delos Remedios
courtesy of the Kapampangan in
Southern California and Devotees
of Virgen delos Remedios.
The participants-Reynas,
Estrellas and Angeles went thru
an immersive Catholic retreat and
faith formation to qualify.
This year’s top three Reynas
are: 1) Reyna Elena – Erica Rose
Madlangsakay of St. Genevieve

Avew Marian angels, the sagalas, hermana mayores and hermana menores.

The Reyna Elena and her Court of Reynas with their distinctive and honorary awards.

The Santacruzan Committee of the Filipino MInistry of Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
Parish, Panorama City, 2) Reyna
Emperatriz – Ariane B. Galino of

the Cathedral of Our Lady of the
Angels, 3) Reyna De Las Flores

– Muriel Brown of the Cathedral

of Our Lady of the Angels.
Various religious, and civic
organizations with the Philippine
Consulate General staff attended
the procession.
Participants from various
ethnic communities carried
the most popular image of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in their
native countries through the
collaboration of the Office of
Ethnic Ministry.
All these would not have been
possible without the financial and
moral support of the generous
Hermana Mayores: Rita Paraiso
Guiamelon, M.D. and Rogeria C.
Ruiz; Hermana Menores: Maria
Edna Noel, Zeny de la Pena,
Violeta San Juan, Elena de Jesus
Souza, and Flordeliza Lecaros.
This annual event was followed
by a special program with Awards,
a sumptuous gala dinner and
dancing held at the Casa Italiana
in Los Angeles.
The May festival sponsored
by The Filipino Ministry of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles was
the culmination of the painstaking
efforts of the Santacruzan 2022
Committee, headed by Arnel
Bailon as Chairperson, with the
cooperation of the Cathedral staff.

Reyna Elena ERICA MADLANGSAKAY & AJ BAILON with the
image of Virgen delos Remedios.

Rev Fr RODEL G. BALAGTAS & Fr. Joy Lawrence Santos, Reyna
Elena, and her Consort
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College graduation: A great feeling
for both the graduate and parents
LAST WEEK, I had
every reason to celebrate. My
youngest daughter, Grachelle,
graduated with a degree of
Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD)
from the University of Colorado
Skaggs School of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Science
in Colorado. She finished her
Bachelor in Pharmacy degree
from the University of California
Irvine (UCI).
My whole family – my wife
Grace, my eldest daughter Diana,
and only son Richard and myself
– was there during her graduation
in Colorado to share and celebrate
the momentous occasion with
Grachelle.
My wife and I feel very happy
because after toiling for decades,
we have fulfilled the goal shared
by most Filipinos – to have their
children finish college to prepare
them for the challenges that would
face them as they start their own
lives.
I still remember the day we had
to drive all the way to Colorado
with her things to help her settle
for college. It’s always a feeling of
mixed emotions whenever parents
see their child leave home for
college, happy that the grown-up
child is ready to face her future
but fearful of the problems that
could arise as she faced life alone
far from the family.
Education is paramount to
Filipino families. It is a known
fact that Filipino farmers would
sell their carabaos and other
possessions to pay for their
children’s tuition and other school
expenses. The same for overseas
workers, who have to suffer long
separation from their families,
to make sure their children get
the education they deserve. Even
Filipinos here in the US often have
to work double jobs to finance the
education of their children.
In many instances, parents
are unable to fully support their
children’s college education
despite their hard work because
of the high cost of getting that
college diploma. Students are
forced to take tens of thousands
of dollars in student loans, the
burden of paying for which they
have to carry most of their lives.
Grace and I are happy that all
our three children have finished
their college education without
incurring a single dollar in student
loan. It’s a great feeling for parents
to realize their hard work has paid
off.
Grachelle, who finished
high school at the Notre Dame
Academy in Los Angeles, is now
scheduled to undergo her oneyear residency at the Washington
State University in Seattle in
conjunction with Fred Meyer,
a US chain of hypermarket
super stores founded in 1931
in Portland, Oregon by Fred G.
Meyer. The company merged with
Kroger, which owns the Kroger
and Ralphs Supermarkets, but
its stores have retained the Fred
Meyer brand in mostly western
states.
Grachelle now joins her elder
siblings as a professional. Diana,
the eldest, graduated with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture
from the Otis College of Art
and Design in Los Angeles and
now works as project manager
for a large architectural design
company in Los Angeles.
The middle sibling, Richard,
graduated from the United States

Some of the volunteers for the Taiwan Education Experience Project with Dr. Shin Liu (middle).

40 volunteers from
Cerritos to teach English
to Taiwan students

Mom Grace, author, Grachelle, Diana and Richard at the graduation ceremonies in Colorado.

The Gonong siblings: Richard, Grachelle and Diana.
Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland, Class of 2015, with
a Bachelor of Science degree
in system engineering. He also
has a Master’s degree in nuclear
management and is a lieutenant in
the US Navy, working as a nuclear
engineer.
Their mother, Grace, is a
Registered Nurse, while I am
an architect-designer who has
built homes for politicians and
celebrities here in the United
States and was once the personal
architect of then Crown Prince
Salman bin Abdulazziz, who is
now the King of Saudi Arabia for
whom I built a palace, and a beach
house for his brother, Prince Fahd
bin Abdulazziz.
My wife and I went to Saudi

Grachelle in her gown and toga.

Arabia to work, me as architect
and Grace as a registered nurse,
in 1987 after working since my
graduation as architect with
Jorge Y. Ramos & Associates,
which designed many of the
First Lady Imelda Romualdez
Marcos’ various projects,
including the Malacanang of
the North, Philippine Heart
Center, Children’s Hospital, and
Philippine General Hospital,
among others, and landmarks such
as Fort Ilocandia Hotel, new GSIS
building, Puerto Azul Golf &
Country Club, and the UP College
of Law building.
Grace was pregnant with Diana
in 1990 and had to rush home to
the Philippines a week before her
scheduled delivery because of the
uncertain situation in the Middle
East when Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein invaded Kuwait towards
the end of the Cold War. Diana
was born in Batac, Ilocos Norte
where Grace stayed until the
Middle East situation improved.
Richard and Grachelle were
both born in Saudi Arabia. In
1995, I went to the US to look for
opportunities. I joined Iffurung
& Associates that same year and
started designing luxury homes
in and around LA. Grace and
Grachelle joined me in 1997, and
Diana and Richard followed in
2001.
Now that all three are working
as professionals, Grace and I can
look back with honor and pride
on how we worked hard to make
sure they all get a good education
and get their lives in order as they
start their own lives. Can there be
a better feeling than that?

C E R R I TO S - - C e r r i t o s
College offered the Taiwan
Experience Education Program,
a study-abroad and teachinginternship program, in 2017-19.
This program was funded
b y t h e Ta i w a n E d u c a t i o n
Experience Project (https://teep.
studyintaiwan.org/). The TEEP
project pays for the students’
food and board in Taiwan and
allows US students to teach
English in Taiwan’s publicschool classrooms. More than
60 Cerritos College students
participated in the Taiwan
Experience Education Program.
Dr. Shin Liu, a member of
the Cerritos College Board of
Trustees since 2009, said due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, Cerritos
College’s Taiwan Experience
Education Program was cancelled
in 2020.
The program was converted to
remote English learning classes.
Cerritos College provided a
6-week Virtual English Summer
Camp for Taiwanese students in
2021, a 2-week Virtual English
Winter Camp in January 2022,
and another 3-week Virtual
English camp in July 2022.
These classes will be taught
by US volunteers in the evening
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
Liu said some of the program’s
volunteers come from the students
who went to Taiwan in previous
years. Mirna Campbell went to
Taiwan to teach English in 2017.
She is happy to reconnect with
Taiwanese students through the
Virtual English Camp.
Mirna said “my experience
teaching in person and online to
Taiwanese students has changed
my live. I am very happy to have
a chance to change the world of
some Taiwanese students.”
Norman Chung, President of
Whitney High School Chinese
Parents Association, believes this
is a great opportunity for students
to exchange their cultures and
experiences with students in

Taiwan. Chung organized Whitney
High school students to join the
volunteer team.
Several Whitney High school
students volunteered in the 2021
summer and came back to teach in
the 2022 Summer program. These
students are: Andrew Qu, Vivian
Gu, Jayden Lin, Adam Taylor,
Owen Yang, Rebecca Liu, Zoey
Ji, Tyler Liu, Lawrence Peng and
Mida Chung.
Several Cerritos City
community members also joined
the teaching program. La PalmaCerritos AAUW branch member,
a liaison for Cerritos College,
Tobi Balma, volunteered for the
program in the 2022 Winter Camp.
Tobi took a lot of great pictures
of Cerritos City library and made
a presentation of Cerritos City
library. Taiwanese students were
surprised that it is a city library,
not a museum.
More Cerritos City community
members are joining the program
in 2022 Summer Camp: Linda
Hernandez, retired ABCUSD
Teacher, will introduce American
Sign Language.
Some Cerritos city community
members will provide career talks to
Taiwanese students. These experts
include: Dr. Judy Ling, a specialist
at Long Beach Memorial Hospital,
Dr. Leslie Young, a Pediatrician
with Kaiser Permanente, Edward
Young, Deputy City Attorney
for the City of Los Angeles, and
Olivia Liao, Senior Director at
Kaiser Permanente Information
Technology Department.
More than 40 US volunteers
will teach about 600 Taiwanese
students from July 10 to July 28,
2022.
“It is wonderful that the
volunteers can connect with
Taiwanese students 9,000 miles
away from US with this amazing
technology. This program has
created great positive impacts to
students both in the US and in
Taiwan. I hope I can continue this
program to benefit other students in
the future,” Liu said.

Author with Grachelle when she was crowned as “Miss Beautiful
Life.”
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CA moves toward allowing lawsuits over illegal guns

SACRAMENTO -- Hours
after a deadly elementary school
shooting in Texas, California
senators on Tuesday approved
giving people the power to
sue those who traffic in illegal
firearms, mimicking a Texas law
that is intended to deter abortions.
D e m o c r a t i c G o v. G a v i n
Newsom sought the bill as a gibe
to the U.S. Supreme Court after the
justices gave preliminary approval
to a Texas law allowing people
to go after those who provide
or assist in providing abortions.
The California bill would
automatically be invalidated if
the Texas law is eventually ruled
unconstitutional.
Democratic Sen. Anthony
Portantino pointed to the Texas
shooting, where at least 18 children
were killed. He said California

should use Texas’ abortion law
as a model for good. “Let’s use
that plan for something that keeps
us safe, and not something that
punishes women,” he said.
The California version would
allow people to file civil lawsuits
against anyone who distributes
illegal assault weapons, parts that
can be used to build weapons,
guns without serial numbers, or
.50 caliber rifles. They would be
awarded at least $10,000 in civil
damages for each weapon, plus
attorneys fees.
The move comes in the wake of
recent mass shootings, including
the Texas school, a grocery
store in Buffalo, New York, and
elsewhere, including what police
call a gang shootout that killed six
people and wounded 12 people
within blocks of the California

California Gov. Gavin Newsom
state Capitol last month.
Aside from the political
statement, proponents said
the measure addresses a sofar intractable problem of
deterring the use of homemade
or untraceable “ghost” guns.
The problem is growing rapidly

LA is largest city in US to end
sale of candy-flavored tobacco
LOS ANGELES – The
Los Angeles City Council
overwhelmingly passed a
historic ordinance on Wednesday,
finally ending the sale of the
candy-flavored nicotine – from
e-cigarettes to menthol cigarettes
– across the city. In doing so, Los
Angeles is now the most populous
city in the nation to protect kids
by taking Big Tobacco’s flavored
nicotine products, including
menthol cigarettes, off store
shelves. The motion passed with
12 yes votes and 0 no votes.
“The Los Angeles City
Council’s vote to end the sale
of flavored tobacco products

will save lives and promote
health equity, and it will stop
Big Tobacco’s deadly tactic of
using candy-flavors, including
menthol, to addict kids, Black
Americans and other targeted
groups,” said Lindsey Freitas,
Regional Advocacy Director,
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.
“California and the nation should
take today’s historic progress as a
clear call to stand on the right side
of history and protect kids from
becoming the next generation of
Big Tobacco’s customers.”
“As City leaders, we have a
sacred duty to protect our youth
from the deadly Big Tobacco

LA Councilmember Mitch
O’Farrell
agenda,” said Los Angeles
City Councilmember Mitch

even though California already
has some of the nation’s strictest
firearms rules.
Gun owners’ organizations and
even some gun control advocates
have questioned the wisdom of
creating what amounts to a bounty
to encourage people to bring civil
actions to punish crimes.
But only Republican Sen.
Andreas Borgeas spoke against
the bill, saying that legislators
should empower law enforcement
to act against those who have
guns illegally. He supported
other measures, like requiring
that guns have serial numbers.
The measure passed on a 2410 vote, with Democratic
Sen. Melissa Hurtado joining
Republicans in opposition.
Senators approved three other
gun control bills, sending them

all to the state Assembly over
the opposition of Republican
lawmakers.
One would require schools to
annually send parents information
on the safe storage of firearms
and immediately report threats
of mass violence. But Portantino
removed the most controversial
provision, which would have
required parents to report gun
ownership to school officials.

O’Farrell. “Today, we answered
that call by making sure tobacco
companies can no longer use
candy-flavors like peach gummy
or minty-menthol to lure our kids
into trying nicotine, a highly
addictive substance that harms
brain development and leads to
a lifetime of health issues and a
shorter lifespan.”
“After decades of preying on
Black neighborhoods, spending
millions of dollars to hook our
kids on menthol cigarettes,
judgment day has finally come
for Big Tobacco in Los Angeles,”
said Carol McGrder, Co-Chair,
African American Tobacco
Control Leadership Council.
“No longer will tobacco
companies be able to use candyflavors to hook the next generation
on nicotine. No longer will they
be able to rake in massive profits
at the expense of our children’s
health. We must remain vigilant
in the fight to protect Black lives
from Big Tobacco’s grip; but
today’s vote to take menthol
cigarettes and candy-flavored
e-cigarettes off store shelves
will save precious lives from

addiction, disease, and death,”
McGrder added.
Councilmember Marqueece
Harris-Dawson added, “Ending
the sale of candy-flavored nicotine
across the city means tobacco
companies can not mask the
harshness of cigarette smoke
to make it more appealing to
children and teens, and they can’t
use menthol to target the AfricanAmerican community. I am proud
to stand with a coalition of parents,
students, and public health
leaders in passing an ordinance
that protects Angelenos from
predatory tobacco companies.”
“The tobacco industry has
strategically and aggressively
targeted our communities with
flavored tobacco products for
decades. Today’s vote sends a
strong message that big tobacco’s
endless resources and powerful
lobbying could not overwhelm
the commitment of parents, public
health leaders, and city officials to
protect our kids and communities
from a lifetime addiction to
nicotine,” said Eric Batch, Vice
President, Advocacy American
Heart Association.

The second would bar gun shows
on state property, with Democratic
Sen. Dave Min arguing the state
should not be abetting firearm sales.
The third, also by Min, would
require dealers to install
safeguards to deter illegal gun
sales and thefts, including digital
video surveillance systems.

THANK YOU PICNIC. Filipino American Kakampinls held a
Thank You Picnic at Lake Street Park in Los Angeles. The event
was organized by Fahra L.A. Global Filipinos for Leni-Kiko and
Kakampinks L.A. They protested the presidential election vote
buying and fraud. (Photo by Larry Quinto)

PRO-ABORTION RALLY. Elaiza Armas, a member of Af3irm Los
Angeles, speaks in support of reproductive justice and abortion in a
rally held May 22 at Pan Pacific Park. Af3irm and Feminist Front
were the two feminist organizations that organized the political
action against the plan of the Supreme Court to overturn the Roe
vs Wade decision.
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New restrictions on
outdoor watering takes
effect for LA residents

Filipino American leaders gathered for a group photo at the White House Rose Garden.

Biden, Harris welcome 150 AAPI
leaders to White House reception

SOME 150 Asian American
and Pacific Islander leaders
and visionaries from across the
country attended a reception at
the White House to mark AAPI
Heritage Month.
Artesia Mayor Melissa
Ramoso and former Cerritos
Mayor Mark Pulido, co-chairs
of the Filipino-Americans for
Biden Harris, were among those in
attendance at the Rose Garden.
The group also included actor
Daniel Dae Kim, cast members
of the movie Crazy Rich Asians,
fashion icon Eva Chen, and New
York Rep. Grace Meng.
Also in the group were members
of the White House Initiative on
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders, which was formed
during the Biden administration to
find ways to economically support
and empower the fastest growing
population in America.
The First Lady spoke along
with the first Asian trade
representative Katherine Tai.
Vice President Kamala Harris
addressed the need for unity, and
then President Joe Biden took to
the lectern.
“The reason we are strong,
the reason we are who we are is
because we are diverse, with so
many talents, so many. I know
this group won’t forget it, but I’m
going to spend the rest of my term
as long as I’m in office reminding
the rest of America that they
should understand it, too,” said
President Biden.
Biden stayed after the remarks

President Biden takes a selfie with Artesia Mayor Melissa Ramoso’s
cell phone at the White House Rose Garden.

Former Cerritos Mayor Mark Pulido with President Biden.
and posed with the AAPI leaders.
The President even took selfies

Mayor Ramoso with Vice President Kamala Harris.

Mark Pulido and Melissa Ramoso were the National
Co-Chairs for Filipino Americans for Biden-Harris.

of some of the leaders, including
Ramoso, using their cell phones.

Mayor Ramoso with Filipino and Japanese
American actress Tamlyn Tomita.

Artesia Mayor Melissa Ramoso is the first sitting Mayor and Member of the Artesia City
Council to be invited to the White House.

LOS ANGELES -- People
in the city of Los Angeles will
be limited to two-day per week
outdoor watering schedules based
on street addresses as part of an
effort to conserve water amid a
historic drought.
The restrictions, approved by
a 13-0 City Council vote after
being announced by Mayor Eric
Garcetti, are more lenient than the
one-day limit ordered earlier by
the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California for areas that
are dependent on water from the
State Water Project.
Effective Wednesday, June
1,outdoor watering is restricted
to two days per week, down from
the current three, with watering
permitted at odd-numbered
street addresses on Mondays and
Fridays, and at even-numbered
addresses on Thursdays and
Sundays.
Watering with sprinklers will
be limited to eight minutes per
station. Sprinklers with waterconserving nozzles will be limited
to 15 minutes per station. All
watering will have to be done in
the evening or early morning, with
no watering permitted outdoors
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
“We were given two paths
... and we chose path two, to go
with a budgeted volumetric limit
for the city of Los Angeles. While
most other agencies affected by
this need to limit their outdoor
watering to one day to comply, we
believe that in the city of L.A. we
can comply with two-day-a-week
watering, and that’s thanks to our
customers’ tireless efforts to make
conservation a way of life here in
Los Angeles,” David Pettijohn,
director of water resources for the
Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power, told the City Council
on Wednesday.
The city also urged residents
with pools to use pool covers to
reduce the risk of evaporation,
and called on people to wash their
vehicles only at commercial car
wash facilities.
The city’s water restrictions
will be enforced by the
Conservation Response Unit,
which will focus on areas that are
using the most water, according
to DWP General Manager and
Chief Engineer Marty Adams. He
said the department will re-assign
employees to ensure coverage in
all areas of the city, and might
bring on additional personnel
during the summer.
Enforcement will begin with
education for people who are
violating the ordinance, but will
escalate with fines and tickets if
needed.
Penalties begin with a written
warning, then $200 for a second
written violation, $400 for a third
written violation and $600 for a
fourth written violation.
Adams said the department
has given “very few fines in past
droughts,” adding that people are
typically happy to comply with
restrictions. In the last four years,
the department has issued 552
citations, with only 15 resulting
in fines, according to Pettijohn.
Meanwhile, many people
outside the city of Los Angeles
are restricted to one-day per week
watering effective Tuesday, as
announced by the MWD on April

26. That restriction will apply to
the district’s member agencies
that are heavily dependent on
supplies from the State Water
Project, but the agency called on
all Southern California residents
and businesses to slash water
use by 30% to combat drought
conditions “unlike anything we’ve
experienced before.”
MWD member agencies that
fail to enforce the requirement
among their customers will face
fines of up to $2,000 per acre-foot
of water supplied by MWD that
exceeds monthly allocation limits.
The State Water Resources
Control Board voted last week to
ban watering of non-functional
turf at commercial, industrial and
institutional properties.
The ban -- which does not
include turf at residences or turf
used for recreation or community
purposes -- will be effective
once approved by the Office
of Administrative Law, which
typically takes about 10 days,
according to the board. Violations
would be punishable by a fine of
up to $500.
In recent months, the DWP
has urged customers to take
advantage of its rebates to make
water conservation transitions less
expensive, including for people
who replace their lawns with
sustainable and drought-tolerant
landscaping. Residential and
commercial customers can get
$3 per square foot of turf for up
to 5,000 square feet, and public
agencies can get $4 per square
foot for up to 200,000 square feet
of turf. The agency also gives a
$6 rebate for rotating sprinkler
nozzles.
Residential customers can
also receive $500 rebates for
high-efficiency clothes-washer
purchases and $250 for waterefficient toilet purchases.
According to the DWP, the
more efficient appliances can
reduce water use by more than
11,000 gallons per year. Rebateeligible toilets use about 30% less
water than standard models.
DWP business customers
can receive $300 rebates for
low-flush toilets, which used to
have a rebate of $250. Bathroom
and kitchen faucet aerators and
high-efficiency showerheads are
available for free.
Multi-family, commercial
and industrial building owners
who install large-scale water
conservation systems can also
receive a $2 million incentive,
which was increased earlier this
year from $250,000.
The Technical Assistance
Program incentive is available
for pre-approved cooling towers,
recirculation systems, recycling
microfiltration systems and other
upgrades that reduce potable
water use by a minimum of 50,000
gallons over two years.
Officials in recent weeks also
have tried to highlight the need to
protect Los Angeles’ trees during
the drought and restrictions,
noting that they provide extensive
benefits to health and qualify of
life.
Trees can capture storm
water, improve water quality
and reduce flood risk, along
with helping air quality and
the impact of heat waves.
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RUSSIAN subscribers have
lost access to streaming giant
Netflix in the latest pullout of
a Western company over the
conflict in Ukraine.
The Netflix site and apps
were no longer available from
Friday, May 27, and a Netflix
spokesperson confirmed that
subscribers no longer had access.
“This is the fulfillment of the
withdrawal from the Russian
market announced in March,” a
Netflix spokesperson told Agence
France-Presse on Monday, May
30.
The United States-based
platform announced in early
March that it was withdrawing
from Russia after Moscow sent
thousands of troops into proWestern Ukraine.
The spokesperson said the
company had waited until the end
of the current billing cycle before
cutting off customers.
N e t f l i x i s t h e w o r l d ’s
leading streaming platform,
with 221.8 million subscribers
at the end of 2021, but was
a minor player in Russia.
The company said in an April
letter to shareholders that it had
lost 700,000 paid subscribers as
a result of its withdrawal from
Russia, blaming the pullout for
its first global drop in subscribers
in a decade.
Netflix is among a host of
foreign companies that have
announced the suspension of
operations or outright withdrawal
from Russia since the launch of
Moscow’s campaign in Ukraine
on Feb. 24.

Sears to close
71 stores
permanently
NEW YORK - A onceexpansive retailer is preparing to
close dozens of its locations.
At least 71 Sears Hometown
stores will be shutting their doors
for good in the coming weeks,
according to a report from Axios.
A list of closing locations was
posted on a message board,
TheLayoff.com, and many stores
have taken to Facebook to inform
customers of their impending
closure.
Sears Holding, which also
owned Kmart, filed for bankruptcy
protection in 2018 but avoided
liquidation when Transformco
acquired both retailers.
“Unfortunately we must
announce the closing of our Sears
Hometown Store,” reads a post on
the Facebook page for the Sears
Hometown in Luling, Louisiana.
“It is not a decision that we have
made lightly.”
That store will officially close
on June 23.
Other locations posting similar
messages include Grass Valley,
California; Fort Stockton, Texas;
Arcadia, Florida; and Oklahoma
City.
The liquidation sales, which
advertise discounts up to 60%
off, are set to run through June
2, according to the Facebook
posts. Several stores contacted
by Nexstar said their final day of
business would be on June 23 or
near the end of June.
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MANILA — The national
government’s debt pile inched
closer to the P13-trillion mark
in April, putting the state
in a precarious position that
could spell trouble for the next
administration’s spending needs
as pandemic concerns abound.
Tr e a s u r y d a t a r e l e a s e d
on Thursday revealed that
government liabilities reached
P12.76 trillion in April, growing
0.7% month-on-month. Of the
outstanding debt levels, 70%
came from domestic borrowings
while 30% came from external
creditors.
The debt pile’s ascent was
mainly due to the issuance of

government securities and a weak
peso in April. Since the beginning
of the year, debts have piled up by
8.8% or P1.03 trillion.
Broken down, domestic
borrowings reached P8.93 trillion
in April, inching up 0.8% from the
end-March levels. This included
tapping into domestic financing
that amounted to P66.3 billion.
External debt rose 0.4% in the
same period, largely due to P28.56
billion in additional loans and the
effect of a depreciating peso that
cost P31.5 billion.
The latest figures augur a
concerning issue that experts have
been warning about, especially
since a growing debt pile would

mean more taxpayers’ funds are
needed for debt servicing in the
coming years. The situation also
means that the incoming Marcos
Jr. administration would run the
government and institute reforms
with a very tight fiscal space.

By the end of 2021, state
liabilities already accounted for
60.5% of the country’s gross
domestic product, the highest ratio
since 2005 and breaching the 60%
threshold deemed manageable for
emerging market economies.

MANILA — The Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) has
approved further amendments to
foreign exchange regulations to
make it easier for international
travelers to exchange currencies
as the world reopens from strict
COVID lockdowns.
BSP Governor Benjamin
Diokno said the Monetary Board
has issued a resolution approving
the amendments to the rules on
cross-border transfer of local and
foreign currencies.
The changes allow travelers
to accomplish new currencies
declaration form (CDF) that
replaced the foreign currency
and other foreign exchangedenominated bearer money

instruments declaration form
online.
The regulator explained that
the new CDF consolidates the
data requirements of the Bureau of
Customs (BOC), the Anti-Money
Laundering Council and the BSP.
“These amendments will offer
convenience to declarants and
provide faster, more efficient
and timely capture of data on
physical cross-border transfer of
currencies,” the BSP said.
Under the guidelines, a person
may import or export, or bring
into or take out of the Philippines,
or electronically transfer, legal
tender Philippine notes and coins,
checks, money order and other
bills of exchange drawn in pesos

against banks operating in the
Philippines in an amount not
exceeding P50,000 without prior
authorization by the BSP.
Amounts in excess of the limit
are required to get a prior written
authorization from the BSP and
in case of physical cross-border
transfer of Philippine currency,
declaration of the whole amount
brought into or taken out of the
Philippines using the prescribed
CDF.
Under Circular 1146 issued by
Diokno, the central bank amended
the requirements that any person
bringing into or taking out of the
country legal tender Philippine
notes and coins, checks, money
order and other bills of exchange

in excess of P50,000 and foreign
currencies or other foreign
currency-denominated bearer
monetary instruments in excess
of $10,000 or its equivalent, must
declare the whole amount using
the prescribed CDF.
Likewise, the new guidelines
clarified the allowable purposes
for cross-border transfer of local
currency in excess of the peso
limit, and required declaration
under oath, which is a requirement
of the BOC.
“These reforms are part of the
BSP’s commitment to strengthen
compliance with policy on crossborder transfer of currencies and
to integrate digital technology into
BSP’s processes,” BSP said.

BSP amends forex rules for PH travelers

GUNS: Why laws won’t get past Congress
(From Page 5)

Currently, background checks
are not required for gun sales
and transfers by unlicensed and
private sellers.
The legislation has bipartisan
support, passing the House last
year in a 227-203 vote. Eight
Republicans supported the bill
and one Democrat voted against it.
Asked Tuesday about this
broader House-passed background
checks measure, Democratic Sen.
Joe Manchin of West Virginia
referenced his own, narrower
effort in the Senate, saying, “If
you can’t pass Manchin-Toomey,
how are you going to get enough
votes for anything?”
In 2013, Manchin and
Republican Sen. Pat Toomey
of Pennsylvania pushed a
compromise bill that would have
required background checks on
all commercial sales of guns
(including private sales at gun
shows and all internet sales), but
would have allowed for individuals
to sell their firearms to family,
friends and other acquaintances
without background checks.
This failed under Senate
filibuster rules, even though it had
majority support. The vote was 5446, with four Republicans joining
most Democrats in support. ThenSenate Majority Leader Harry
Reid cast a “no” vote to secure
the ability to bring the measure
up again. Four other Democrats
voted against the bill.
Manchin has continued to push
versions of the legislation in more
recent years.
Republicans will argue that
background checks chip away
at gun rights and, ultimately,
will take away guns. “You see
Democrats and a lot of folks
in the media whose immediate
solution is to try to restrict the

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT) addresses a rally with fellow Democrats
and gun control advocacy groups outside the Capitol on May 26,
in Washington, DC.
constitutional rights of lawabiding citizens,” Sen. Ted Cruz,
a Texas Republican, told reporters
Tuesday.
The GOP will also argue
that the bills would not stop
every shooting. This is true. The
specifics of each shooting are
different. We still don’t know
if any of this legislation would
have stopped Tuesday’s shooter,
identified by Texas officials as
Salvador Ramos.
For now, every state has
variations on the rules. Most action
on gun regulation is happening at
the state level because Washington
is frozen on the issue, as it is on so
many others.
The filibuster, again
Democrats argue that this
intransigence means Senate rules
must change. There are a lot of
subjects on which Republicans
will block Democrats -- limiting
gun rights, expanding voting
rights, addressing climate change,
rolling back tax cuts and more.
Calls to end the filibuster will
continue to grow.
Until every Democrat agrees,
it’s not possible to end the

filibuster. Manchin supports gun
control measures like the one
he sponsored. But he’s more
committed to maintaining Senate
rules, which currently require
60 votes to move forward on
legislation.
“The filibuster is the only
thing that prevents us from total
insanity,” Manchin said Tuesday.
Other Democrats, such as
Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema,
also support maintaining the
filibuster. It would require a
simple majority to create a new
precedent under Senate rules.
N o t a b l y, a f t e r S i n e m a
tweeted that she was “horrified
and heartbroken” by Tuesday’s
shooting, Rep. Ruben Gallego,
a likely primary challenger in
2024, criticized her for supporting
the filibuster. “Please just stop…
unless you are willing to break the
filibuster to actually pass sensible
gun control measures you might
as well just say ‘thoughts and
prayers,’” he tweeted.
But for now, either Democrats
must all agree to end the filibuster
or Republicans must begin to
support gun control measures in

larger numbers. Until then, there
will be no new federal gun laws.
Biden calls for lawmakers to
have a backbone
President Joe Biden addressed
the shooting in emotional remarks
from the White House Tuesday
evening, saying, “I had hoped
when I became President, I would
not have to do this again.”
Turning to the issue of gun
control legislation, Biden implored
lawmakers to “turn this pain into
action” as he ticked through some
of the mass shootings since the
2012 massacre at Sandy Hook,
when he was vice president.
“Why do we keep letting this
happen? Where in God’s name is
our backbone to have the courage
to deal with and stand up to the
lobbies?” he said.
Vice President Kamala Harris
said in remarks earlier Tuesday
that “enough is enough.”
“Our hearts keep getting
broken. ... Every time a tragedy
like this happens, our hearts break
and our broken hearts are nothing
compared to the broken hearts of
those families. And, yet, it keeps
happening,” she said.
Still, familiar political postures
emerged throughout the day.
GOP Sen. Thom Tillis of North
Carolina warned Democrats
against having a “reflexive
reaction,” saying he is confident
in the coming days it will be
learned that there were “signs” the
18-year-old shooter was “at risk.”
“It’s horrible. And you know
what we need to avoid is the
reflexive reaction we have to
say this could all be solved by
not having guns in anyone’s
hands. We can always talk about
reasonable measures, but we
also have to talk about better
situational awareness,” Tillis told
CNN.
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Ongpin to put up Asean’s biggest
wind power project with Chinese

MANILA --After six years
of lying low since being branded
an oligarch by President Rodrigo
Duterte, billionaire Bobby Ongpin
unveiled his plan to build the
biggest wind farm in Southeast
Asia, Bilyonaryo reported Friday.
Atok Big Wedge (AB) of
Ongpin, a crony and trade
minister of former President
Ferdinand Marcos, is putting up
a 500-megawatt power project on
Patnanungan Island which is close
to the businessman’s luxury resort
in Balesin.
The project is more than three
times the 150-megawatt capacity
of the Burgos wind farm, which
is currently the biggest in the
region. The project was built by
the Energy Development Corp. of
the Lopez family last decade at a
cost of $30 million per megawatt.
In a disclosure to the stock
exchange on May 27, AB said it

Bobby Ongpin

was in negotiations with a major
power company from China as its
partner in the winpower project.
AB made the disclosure just
two days after Marcos’ son,
Bongbong, was proclaimed the
17th president of the country.
Bongbong’s unity-themed
campaign was anchored on the

image of a pinwheel, which
represented the iconic windmill
farm in Bangui, Ilocos Norte built
by the Ayala group during his term
as governor.
Ongpin was forced to sell
his controlling stake in gaming
technology provider Philweb
to Bongbong’s brother-in-law,
Greggy Araneta, for P2 billion
in October 2016 after Duterte
publicly named him as one of
the oligarchs embedded in the
government the President wanted
to “destroy.”
Ongpin has stayed under the
radar during Duterte’s term as
he focused on his luxury resort
businesses in Balesin and Baguio.
Aside from Ongpin (58
percent), the other major owners
of AB are his nephew Eric Recto
(11 percent), geologist Walter
Brown (13 percent), and Duterte
crony Dennis Uy (four percent).

Razon to acquire controlling stake
in Malampaya from Dennis Uy
MANILA — Tycoon Enrique
Razon, Jr. is set to acquire a
controlling stake in Dennis Uy’s
Malampaya gas-to-power project,
as the Davao-based businessman
reportedly shops for worthy bids
for some of his major assets.
In a statement on Thursday,
Razon’s infrastructure business,
Prime Infra Holdings, Inc.,
confirmed that the deal would
push through.
The gas project, operational
since 2001 and accounts for
40% of Luzon’s annual energy
requirements, is seen for
decommissioning between 2027
and 2029 after a projected decline
in energy output starting 2024 —
the year the service contract with
companies would expire.
That said, Prime Infra believes
its entry is “critical” to “be able
to continue operating the project
while applying for an extension
so it can invest in its expansion.”
“We will invest and sustain the
development and production of
domestic gas as long as the terms
of the operating license and the
natural resources permit,” Razon
said.
As it is, Razon, the second
richest man in the country, is
emerging as a white knight for

Enrique Razon Jr.
Uy, whose debt-backed empire
expansion coincided with the rise
to power of his friend Rodrigo
Duterte, the outgoing Philippine
president.
Uy’s group was too leveraged
when it faced a pandemic
that tarnished the balance sheets
of many of his businesses. The
financial troubles prompted him
to sell his controlling stake in
shipper 2GO to the SM Group and
some assets of Phoenix Petroleum
in 2021.
Apart from the Malampaya
project, Uy is reportedly planning
more divestments, with Razon
being the preferred buyer for
one more major asset: the
Clark Global City which leases

commercial land in a former
American military base. Just last
month, Uy sold some of his shares
in his casino businesses in Cebu
and Clark to Razon.
“Uy is unlikely to enjoy
the same political cover in the
incoming administration. But he
will surely spend the comings
months attempting to secure as
much political cover from that new
power locus,” Philippine Strategic
Associates (PSA), a business risk
and security consultancy firm, said
in an e-mailed reply to questions.
Uy grabbed the headlines when
bought the combined 90% share
of Chevron Malampaya LLC and
Shell Philippines Exploration B.V.
in Malampaya. The remaining
10% stake belongs to state-run
Philippine National Oil Corp.
(PNOC).
L a s t y e a r, U y, E n e r g y
Secretary Alfonso Cusi and
24 others were sued before
the Office of the Ombudsman
over alleged anomalies in the
sale of Malampaya shares. The
complainants claimed that the
respondents violated the AntiGraft and Corrupt Practices
Act when they “conspired to
give unwarranted benefits and
advantage” to Uy.

Bernadette Romulo-Puyat
as well as 15 years of relevant
experience, including five years
supervisory or management
experience.
Outgoing BSP Governor
and incoming finance secretary
Benjamin Diokno said the central
bank’s Monetary Board has
approved the appointment of
Puyat.
“Yes, in last week’s Monetary
Board meeting,” Diokno said in a

message sent to The STAR.
Unlike the BSP governor and
members of the Monetary Board
who are appointed by Malacañang,
deputy governors and assistant
governors are appointed and
confirmed by the central bank’s
policy-making body.
As an independent body, the
central bank enjoys fiscal and
administrative autonomy from the
national government. To ensure
independence, the six-year term
of the BSP governor expires a
year after the president steps down
from office.
Puyat joins BSP Deputy
Governor for monetary and
economics Francisco Dakila Jr.,
Deputy Governor for financial
supervision Chuchi Fonacier,
Deputy Governor for payments
and currency management
Mamerto Tangonan and Deputy
Governor for corporate services
Eduardo Bobier.

DOT chief named BSP deputy governor
MANILA— The Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
has named outgoing Tourism
Secretary Bernadette RomuloPuyat as its fifth deputy governor,
the maximum allowed under its
new charter.
Liloan Mayor Christina Garcia
Frasco, spokesperson for vice
president-elect Sara DuterteCarpio, will replace Puyat at the
Department of Tourism (DOT).
Puyat was appointed to the
BSP a few weeks after the central
bank launched the search for a
new deputy governor.
On May 12, the BSP published
the vacancy for a new deputy
governor that needs to have a
Master’s degree or certificate in
leadership in management from
the Civil Service Commission,
120 hours of supervisory and
management training and learning
and development intervention

Granting employees
intermittent leave is
reasonable accommodation
Q: I have a heart condition
that has become worse recently. I
need to see my doctor periodically
or when I feel dizzy or short of
breath. This means I need to
request a half day off every now
and then to see my doctor. I am
afraid to tell my boss because I
may get fired. What do I do?
A: Inform your employer
that you need reasonable
accommodation in order to take
intermittent leave for medical
reasons. FEHA prohibits
discrimination based on disability
or medical condition. Therefore,
an employer may not terminate an
employee based on the employee’s
disability or medical condition.
An employee who has
a disability should notify the
employer of his or her condition
in order to obtain accommodation.
Reasonable accommodation
includes assistance that the
employer extends to the employee,
in order to enable the latter to do
his or her job despite the disability.
Even if the medical
condition does not limit any
major life activities (i.e., there
is no disability), the employee
is still entitled to reasonable
accommodation. This means
allowing the employee to be absent
from work for medical treatments
or doctor appointments.
The employee is still required
to comply with the employer’s
attendance policies. Thus,
the employer may require the
employee to provide a doctor’s
note covering time away from
work for illness or injury.
However, the employer cannot
use the employee’s medically
sanctioned absences against him
or her by demoting or firing the
employee.
Consider the following case
out of San Diego:
Angela Hernandez worked
as a sales and service rep in one
of AT&T California Inc.’s call
centers in San Diego. Hernandez
suffered from migraines and
vertigo, which made her miss
time from work and for which she
took intermittent leave. Out of a
maximum of 480 hours of leave
per year allowed, Hernandez took
anywhere from 366 hours to 480
hours of intermittent leave from
2006 to 2011. AT&T granted
every one of Hernandez’s requests
for leave.
In September 2011, Hernandez
took an extended leave of absence

because of a vertigo flareu p,
and she eventually exhausted
her leave. Because of this, the
employer placed her on a nonjob
protected leave. When Hernandez
returned from her leave in January
2012, she was written up for
performance and attendance
related issues. She was finally
fired for failure to follow “service
rep standards.”
Hernandez sued the employer,
alleging that she was the victim
of a widespread practice by
AT&T management of targeting
employees who were on FMLA.
Hernandez alleged that the
employer illegally disciplined
employees who had medical
issues, or who took FMLA leave.
During trial, Hernandez showed
the jury an email from a manager,
instructing her team to identify the
“problem children,” – those who
used up their FMLA in a year,
and to essentially terminate these
employees.
Hernandez claimed that the
discipline she received, the bad
performance reviews she was
given, and her termination were
really because of the amount of
FMLA time she took.
The employer denied
Hernandez’s claim saying that
she was fired for business reasons
such as her bad performance and
refusal to follow procedures. The
employer also accused Hernandez
of abusing the leave process.
After trial, the jury issued a
verdict in favor of the employee on
all claims, awarding her $527,884
in future economic damages,
$500,000 in past emotional
distress, and $1 million in future
emotional distress, for a total jury
verdict award of $2,027,884.
The Law Offices of C. Joe
Sayas, Jr. welcomes inquiries
about this topic. All inquiries
are confidential and at no-cost.
You can contact the office at
(818) 291-0088 or visit www.
joesayaslaw.com.
(For more than 25 years, C.
Joe Sayas, Jr., Esq. successfully
recovered wages and other
monetary damages for thousands
of employees and consumers.
He was named Top Labor &
Employment Attorney in California
by the Daily Journal, consistently
selected as Super Lawyer by the
Los Angeles Magazine, and is
a past Presidential Awardee for
Outstanding Filipino Overseas.)
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Canada says Chinese jets buzzing
its N. Korea reconaissance planes

SEOUL, South Korea Canadian surveillance planes
helping to enforce United Nations
sanctions on North Korea are
being repeatedly buzzed by
Chinese jets that fly so close
their crews can see each other,
Canada’s military has alleged.
In some instances the Chinese
warplanes have come so close
the Canadian aircraft have had to
change course to avoid a collision,
the Canadian Armed Forces said
Wednesday.
“In these interactions,
PLAAF (People’s Liberation
Army Air Force) aircraft did
not adhere to international air
safety norms. These interactions
are unprofessional and/or put
the safety of our RCAF (Royal
Canadian Air Force) personnel
at risk,” said Dan Le Bouthillier,
media relations chief of the
Canadian Armed Forces.
Canada claims the alleged
encounters occurred in
international airspace during the

most recent iteration of Operation
NEON, Canada’s contribution
to enforcing sanctions on North
Korea. It did not give specific
dates, but said the encounters were
increasingly frequent.
The Chinese aircraft sometimes
came so close that their air crew
were “very clearly visible” to
personnel on the Canadian plane,

Le Bouthillier said.
The Canadian aircraft involved
was a CP-140 Aurora long-range
patrol aircraft operating out of
Kadena Air Base in Japan. Le
Bouthillier said the plane flew out
of the Okinawa base from April 26
to May 26.
Canada had taken up the matter
with Beijing through diplomatic
channels, Le Bouthillier said.

TAIPEI — Taiwan on Monday
reported the largest incursion
since January by China’s air force
in its air defense zone, with the
island’s defense ministry saying
Taiwanese fighters scrambled to
warn away 30 aircraft in the latest
uptick in tensions.
Taiwan, which China claims as
its own territory, has complained
for the past two years or so of
repeated missions by China’s
air force near the democratically
governed island, often in the
southwestern part of its air defense
identification zone, or ADIZ,
close to the Taiwan-controlled
Pratas Islands.
Taiwan calls China’s repeated
nearby military activities “grey
zone” warfare, designed to both
wear out Taiwan’s forces by
making them repeatedly scramble,
and also to test Taiwan’s responses.

The latest Chinese mission
included 22 fighters, as well as
electronic warfare, early warning,
and antisubmarine aircraft, the
Taiwan ministry said.
The aircraft flew in an area
to the northeast of the Pratas,
according to a map the ministry
provided, though far from Taiwan
itself.
Taiwan sent combat aircraft to
warn away the Chinese aircraft,
while missile systems were
deployed to monitor them, the
ministry said.
It was the largest incursion
since Taiwan reported 39 Chinese
aircraft in its ADIZ on Jan. 23.
There was no immediate
comment from China, which has
in the past said such moves were
drills aimed at protecting the
country’s sovereignty.
China’s military said last week

it had recently conducted an
exercise around Taiwan as a
“solemn warning” against its
“collusion” with the United States.
That came after US President
Joe Biden angered China by
appearing to signal a change
in a U.S. policy of “strategic
ambiguity” on Taiwan by saying
the United States would get
involved militarily if China were
to attack the island.
China has stepped up pressure
on Taiwan to accept its sovereignty
claims. Taiwan’s government says
it wants peace but will defend
itself if attacked.
No shots have been fired and
the Chinese aircraft have not
been flying in Taiwan’s air space,
but in its ADIZ, a broader area
Taiwan monitors and patrols
that acts to give it more time
to respond to any threats.

A Chinese jet (above) and a Canadian reconnaisance plane

Taiwan jets scramble as China
air force enters air defense zone

Putin health mystery leads to Kremlin denial

WASHINGTON — Russian
President Vladimir Putin has
always been fond of macho
displays of personal virility and
strength. Just months into his first
term as the nation’s leader, he
served as the co-pilot of a fighter
jet that landed in Grozny, the
Chechen capital, which had been
devastated under his direction. He
has been photographed riding a
horse without a shirt and hunting,
also shirtless.
Some on the American
right fawned at those displays,
especially during the Obama
years. “People are looking at Putin
as one who wrestles bears and
drills for oil,” said former Alaska
Gov. Sarah Palin in 2014, deriding
then-President Barack Obama for
his “mom jeans.”
But the shows of machismo
disappeared long ago from the
Kremlin’s propaganda repertoire,
replaced by carefully managed
images and videos of Putin that
have only stoked questions about
the 69-year-old’s health. The
relentless speculation led to a
remarkable, and rare, response
from the Kremlin over the
weekend.

Putin and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu during a meeting at the Kremlin on April 21.
“President Vladimir Putin
makes public appearances on a
daily basis,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov told a
French outlet on Sunday, according
to the Russian news service Tass.
“You can see him on TV screens,
read and listen to his speeches. I
don’t think that a sane person can
suspect any signs of an illness or
ailment in this man.”
Given the extent to which
Putin’s image is managed inside
Russia, the statement amounted to
an astonishing acknowledgment
of a discourse that has become
rampant beyond the country’s

borders.
“I’ll leave it on the conscience
of those who disseminate such
rumors despite daily opportunities
for everyone to see how he
and others look like,” added
Lavrov, a reliable Putin ally in an
increasingly cloistered Kremlin.
Last week, the British tabloid
Sunday Daily Star touted a
“world exclusive” that had an
unnamed British intelligence
agent predicting the Russian
strongman’s imminent demise.
“Putin is very ill and when he
dies his death will be kept secret
for weeks, if not months,” the
supposed intelligence officer said.
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Pomp, pageantry at Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee
QUEEN ELIZABETH II stepped gingerly onto the Buckingham
Palace balcony Thursday, drawing wild cheers from the tens
of thousands who came to join her at the start of four days of
celebrations of her 70 years on the throne.
Her fans sported Union Jack flags, party hats or plastic tiaras.
Some had camped overnight in hope of a glimpse of the 96-yearold queen, whose appearances are becoming rare, and a chance to
watch the Trooping the Color — a military parade that has marked
each sovereign’s official birthday since 1760.
It was an explosion of joy in a massive crowd, one of the first
big gatherings since the COVID-19 pandemic began more than
two year ago.
“Everybody has got the same mission,” said Hillary Mathews,
70, who had come from Hertfordshire, outside London. “All the
horrors that’s been going on in the world and in England at the
moment are put behind us for a day, and we can just enjoy really
celebrating the queen.”
Elizabeth, who became queen at 25, is Britain’s longest-reigning
monarch and the first to reach the milestone of seven decades on
the throne.
She basked in her moment. Smiling, she chatted with her greatgrandson Prince Louis, 4, who occasionally covered his ears as 70
military aircraft old and new swooped low over the palace to salute
the queen. The six-minute display included a formation of Typhoon
fighter jets flying in the shape of the number 70.
The queen, wearing a dusky dove blue dress designed by Angela
Kelly, was joined on the balcony by more than a dozen royals —
though not Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, who gave up frontline royal duties two years ago. The couple traveled to London
from their home in California with their two young children to
take a low-key part in the celebrations, and watched Thursday’s
Trooping the Color with other members of the family.

Queen Elizabeth II rides the royal carriage.

Canada law to freeze handgun
sales, ban look-alike toys

OTTAWA - Canada’s government introduced legislation
Monday to implement a “national freeze” on the sale and purchase
of handguns as part of a gun-control package that would also limit
magazine capacities and ban some toys that look like guns.
The new legislation, which resurrects some measures that were
shelved last year amid a national election, comes just a week after
a gunman killed 19 children and two teachers in their classroom
in Uvalde, Texas.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told reporters that new measures
were needed as gun violence was increasing.
“We need only look south of the border to know that if we do
not take action firmly and rapidly it gets worse and worse and gets
more difficult to counter,” he said.
The handgun freeze would contain exceptions, including for elite
sports shooters, Olympic athletes, and security guards. Canadians
who already own handguns would be allowed to keep them.
Authorities do not expect a run on handguns in anticipation of
the freeze, in part because they are so heavily regulated already,
an official said in a briefing.
Canada has stronger gun legislation than the United States but
while its gun homicide rate is less than one-fifth of the U.S. rate it
is higher than that of other rich countries and has been rising. In
2020 it was five times Australia’s rate.

57 dead in Brazilian
floods, thousands displaced

RIO DE JANEIRO – Over 100 people are missing or confirmed
dead in Brazil, the government said on Sunday, as mudslides and
major floods brought about by heavy rains tore through several
urban neighborhoods in the northeastern part of the country.
It was the fourth major flooding event in five months,
underlining a lack of urban planning in low-income neighborhoods
throughout much of Brazil, where shantytowns are often built on
hillsides prone to collapse. The destruction also comes as scientists
begin to question whether abnormal rain cycles in Latin America’s
largest nation could be a result of climate change.
As of Sunday afternoon, 56 people had died in the northeastern
state of Pernambuco and one died in the neighboring state of
Alagoas, according to a message posted on Twitter by the Federal
Civil Defense service, which is in charge of emergency management.
Another 56 people in Pernambuco were missing.
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US to send Ukraine advanced rocket systems

A US official told reporters that the weapons being sent are Himars,
or the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System.

EU bans most
Russian oil

KYIV — European Union
leaders agreed on Monday to ban
most imports of Russian oil to
the 27-nation bloc as Ukrainian
and Russian forces battled on
the outskirts of Severodonetsk,
the last city still held by Kyiv
in Ukraine’s strategic Luhansk
province.
In the bloc’s toughest sanction
on Moscow since the invasion
of Ukraine three months ago,
European Council President
Charles Michel said the ban
agreed at an EU summit in
Brussels would immediately
cover more than two-thirds of oil
imports from Russia and cut a
“huge source of financing for its
war machine.”
The leaders said they had
agreed to cut 90% of oil imports
from Russia by the end of this year,
with exemptions for Hungary – a
landlocked country that relies
heavily on crude piped from
Russia – and others concerned
about the ban’s economic impact.
EU leaders also agreed to
cut off the largest Russian bank,
Sberbank, from the SWIFT
system and to ban three more
Russian state-owned broadcasters,
Michel added.
The announcement came
as Russia pressed its attacks
in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas
region, where Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said the
situation remained “extremely
difficult”.
Russia has been seeking to
seize the entire Donbas, consisting
of Luhansk and Donetsk, which
Moscow claims on behalf of
separatist proxies.
Capturing the twin cities of

Severodonetsk and Lysychansk
on the banks of the Siverskyi
Donets river would give Moscow
effective control of Luhansk and
allow the Kremlin to declare some
form of victory after more than
three months of war.
But by focusing on a battle
for the single small city, Russia
could leave other territory open to
Ukrainian counterstrikes.
Kyiv said its forces had pushed
back Russian troops to defensive
positions in Andriyivka, Lozove
and Bilohorka, villages on the
south bank of the Inhulets River
that forms the border of Kherson
province, where Moscow is trying
to consolidate control.
Ukraine has called for the
West to send more long-range
weapons but U.S. President Joe
Biden said Washington would not
send Ukraine rocket systems that
can reach into Russia, a decision
Russian Security Council Deputy
Chairman Dmitry Medvedev
called “rational.”
Zelenskiy said Russian forces
shelled the northeastern city of
Kharkiv again on Monday, as
well as the border region of Sumy,
which was hit from inside Russia.
Russian shelling has reduced
much of Severodonetsk to
ruins, but the Ukrainian defence
has slowed the wider Russian
campaign across the Donbas
region.
Luhansk governor Serhiy
Gaidai said Russian troops had
advanced into Sievierodonetsk’s
southeastern and northeastern
fringes, but Ukrainian forces had
driven them from the village of
Toshkivka to the south, which
could frustrate a push to encircle
the area.

German deputy leader says
Russian economy collapsing
RUSSIA’s economy is falling
apart and “time is working
against Russia” and its president,
Vladimir Putin, a top German
official said Thursday.
G e r m a n
V i c e
Chancellor Robert Habeck made
the remarks the same day Russian
officials revealed that five more
generals had been fired.
Since invading Ukraine more
than three months ago, Russia has
secured modest gains in its battle
for control of the eastern Donbas
region. Income from energy sales
to Europe has played a major
role in funding Russia’s war, and
Habeck acknowledged that Russia
has been aided by historically
high energy prices and Europe’s
inability to completely halt
purchases.

“We can only be ashamed
that we haven’t yet managed to
reduce this dependence more
significantly,” said Habeck, who
is also Germany’s economy
minister. But he added that “Putin
is still getting money, but he
can hardly spend it” because of
Western sanctions.
“Time is not working for
Russia. It is working against
Russia, it is working against the
Russian economy,” he said. “No
one wants to invest in Russia any
more.”
Putin fires 5 more generals
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has fired five generals and
a police colonel in what state-run
media outlet Pravda described as
“a standard employee reshuffle
procedure.” All six had been

WASHINGTON— President
Joe Biden on Tuesday confirmed
the United States will send more
advanced rocket systems to
Ukraine with ability to strike what
he called “key targets” of Russia’s
invasion force.
“ We w i l l p r o v i d e t h e
Ukrainians with more advanced
rocket systems and munitions that
will enable them to more precisely
strike key targets on the battlefield
in Ukraine,” Biden wrote in The
New York Times.
A US official told reporters
that the weapons being sent are
Himars, or the High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System.
Wi t h p r e c i s i o n - g u i d e d
munitions and a longer range
than weapons currently deployed
by Ukraine, the multiple rocket
launchers represent an important
upgrade at a time when the
Ukrainians are battling Russian
artillery in the east of the country.
The Himars rockets “will
enable the Ukrainians to more
precisely strike targets on the
battlefield from greater distance
inside Ukraine and to help
them repel Russia,” the official
said, speaking on condition of

anonymity.
“These systems will be used by
the Ukrainians to repel Russian
advances on Ukrainian territory
but they will not be used against
Russia.”
The Himars are the centerpiece
of a $700 million package
being unveiled Wednesday,
also including air surveillance
radars, more Javelin short-range
anti-tank rockets, more artillery
ammunition, helicopters, vehicles
and spare parts, the official said.
Although there’d been
speculation for days that Himars
were going — following repeated
pleas from Ukraine’s outgunned
military — the announcement
also made clear the US attempt to
help Kyiv’s war effort while not
being seen as a direct belligerent.
For that reason, the ammunition
for the Himars will not include a
version able to reach some 186
miles (300 kilometers), out of fear
that the Ukrainians would use it
to hit deep inside Russia.
They will instead get the
version extending about 50
miles (80 km), which is still
significantly further than the
Ukrainians’ present capabilities,

the US official said. That means
Ukraine’s forces will be able to
strike at Russian positions with
the rockets from relative safety.
The “Ukrainians have given
assurances they will not use these
systems against Russian territory,”
the official stressed.
The new weaponry will come
from a recently approved fund of
$40 billion.
Already the Biden
administration has sent $4.5
billion in mostly military aid to
Ukraine since the war began with
Russia’s February invasion.
Asked what the United States
considers the war aim for Ukraine,
the official said it was to put Kyiv
“in the strongest possible position
at the negotiating table.”
While the United States does
not want to “prolong the war,” it
considers it vital that Russia “pay
a heavy price for its actions” or
it will “send a message to other
would-be aggressors that they
can take a territory by force,” the
official said.
“We will not pressure the
Ukrainian government in private
or in public to make any territorial
concessions,” the official said.

Iran seizes two Greek tankers
in Persian Gulf as tension rises

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates — Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard seized
two Greek oil tankers Friday in
helicopter-launched raids in the
Persian Gulf, officials said. The
action appeared to be retaliation
for Athens’ assistance in the
U.S. seizure of crude oil from an
Iranian-flagged tanker this week
in the Mediterranean Sea over
violating Washington’s crushing
sanctions on the Islamic Republic.
The raid marks the first major
incident at sea in months as
tensions remain high between
Iran and the West over its tattered
nuclear deal with world powers.
As Tehran enriches more uranium,
closer to weapons-grade levels
than ever before, worries mount
that negotiators won’t find a way
back to the accord — raising the
risk of a wider war.
The Guard issued a statement
announcing the seizures, accusing
the tankers of unspecified
violations. Nour News, a website
close to Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, warned a
short time earlier that Tehran
planned to take “punitive action”
over Greece assisting the US in
seizing oil days earlier from the
Indian tanker Lana.
Greece’s Foreign Ministry
said it made a strong demarche
to the Iranian ambassador in
Athens over the “violent taking
over of two Greek-flagged ships”
in the Persian Gulf. “These acts
effectively amount to acts of
piracy,” a ministry statement said.
The ministry called for the
immediate release of the vessels
and their crews, warning the
seizure would have “particularly
negative consequences” in
assigned to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, which is responsible for
law enforcement across the nation
of 145 million people.
Putin has fired several highranking military members amid
the mixed results his troops have
seen. Lt. Gen. Serhiy Kisel, a
leader of the Russian Army’s failed
effort to capture the northeastern

The Liberian-flagged oil tanker Ice Energy transfers crude oil from
the Iranian-flagged oil tanker Lana (former Pegas), off the shore
of Karystos, on the Island of Evia, May 26.
bilateral relations and in Iran’s
relations with the European
Union, of which Greece is a
member.
An Iranian helicopter landed on
the Greek-flagged Delta Poseidon
in international waters, some 22
nautical miles off the coast of Iran,
the ministry said.
“Armed men then took the
crew captive,” it said, adding that
two Greek nationals were among
the crew.
“A similar incident has been
reported on another Greek-flagged
vessel, that was carrying seven
Greek citizens, close to the coast
of Iran,” the ministry said.
A Greek official, speaking
on condition of anonymity to
discuss details of the attack with
a journalist, identified the second
ship as the Prudent Warrior. Its
manager, Polembros Shipping in
Greece, earlier said the company
was “cooperating with the
authorities and making every
possible effort to address the
situation effectively.”
Greek officials did not identify
the nationalities of the other crew
on board the vessels.
Both vessels had come from

Iraq’s Basra oil terminal, loaded
with crude, according to tracking
data from MarineTraffic.com.
Prudent Warrior just before had
been off Qatar and likely loaded
oil there as well, the data showed.
A U.S. defense official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss intelligence
matters, said it appeared the two
ships had come close to — but not
into — Iranian territorial waters
Friday. After the hijacking, they
drifted into Iranian waters. The
ships also had turned off their
tracking devices — another red
flag, the official said. However,
neither had issued a mayday or a
call for help, the official said.
Iran’s seizure on Friday was
the latest in a string of hijackings
and explosions to roil a region
that includes the Strait of Hormuz,
the narrow mouth of the Persian
Gulf through which a fifth of all
traded oil passes. The incidents
began after then-President Donald
Trump unilaterally withdrew the
U.S. from Iran’s nuclear deal with
world powers, which saw Tehran
drastically limit its enrichment
of uranium in exchange for the
lifting of economic sanctions.

city of Kharkiv was dismissed, as
was Vice Adm. Igor Osipov, who
led Russia’s Black Sea fleet when
Ukrainian forces sank its flagship,
the Moskva.
Major developments:
• Ukraine’s soccer team won
at Scotland, setting up a fixture
against Wales for a spot in the
World Cup tournament that begins

Nov. 21 in Qatar.
• Danish Foreign Minister
Jeppe Kofod said Thursday that
he expects Denmark to join the
European Union’s common
defense on July 1. In a referendum
on Wednesday, two-thirds of
voters opted to abandon a 30-yearold waiver that kept the NATO
member from full participation.
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Luistro named first Filipino leader
of La Sallian Brothers worldwide

The documentary digs into President Rodrigo Duterte’s attacks on
news media through the story of one of his prime targets: renowned
journalist Maria Ressa.

Ramona Diaz’s film
on Maria Ressa wins
RFK Journalism Award

FILMMAKER Ramona
Diaz’s “A Thousand Cuts,” the
2021 FRONTLINE documentary
probing the war between the
government and the press in the
Philippines, won a  2022 Robert F.
Kennedy Journalism Award in the
International TV category.
The documentary digs into
President Rodrigo Duterte’s
attacks on news media through the
story of one of his prime targets:
renowned journalist Maria Ressa.
Last year, Ressa was awarded the
2021 Nobel Peace Prize.
Ressa, CEO and co-founder
of the independent news site
Rappler, and her colleagues have
been at the forefront of covering
Duterte’s brutal war on drugs,
and she has endured harassment,
arrests and faces potential prison
time for what press advocates
have called politically motivated
charges.
The RFK judges called “A
Thousand Cuts” an “excellent
documentary film both
journalistically and in terms of
its realization,” adding that the
film “raises awareness of the
political and societal problems in
the Philippines, and how social
media is used [to spread] lies of
authoritarianism.”
Directed, produced and
written by Ramona S. Diaz, “A
Thousand Cuts” premiered on
PBS in January 2021, following
a decorated theatrical release
in the summer of 2020 by PBS
Distribution. FRONTLINE also
acquired full-streaming rights
for the film in the Philippines

so audiences could watch it on
YouTube and pbs.org/frontline.
“I received news that A
Thousand Cuts received an RFK
award when I was personally
questioning the value of storytelling
at a time of massive disinformation.
It felt like I was just screaming at
the wind,” said Diaz. “This award
gives me much-needed hope that
we are still being heard amidst
the cacophony. Thank you so very
much, I am deeply humbled.”
“ We a r e t h r i l l e d t o s e e
Ramona’s filmmaking — and
Maria Ressa’s ongoing fight for
press freedom in the Philippines
— be recognized by the RFKs,”
said FRONTLINE Executive
Producer Raney Aronson-Rath.
“A Thousand Cuts embodies
the mission of all journalists to
hold people in power to account
and illustrates the fragility of
democracy when journalism isn’t
embraced. We’re so proud to
have been able to share Maria’s
profound story with our PBS
audiences and to continue to
champion her fight for press
freedom with our digital audiences
around the world.”
T h e R o b e r t F. K e n n e d y
J o u r n a l i s m Aw a r d s , g i v e n
annually by the Robert F. Kennedy
Center for Justice and Human
Rights, recognize outstanding
reporting on human rights and
social justice issues.
Earlier this year, A Thousand
Cuts was nominated for a
George Foster Peabody Award
in the documentary category.

FORMER
Education
Secretary Brother Armin Luistro
was elected as the 28th Superior
General of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools, known as
the La Sallian Brothers, on
Wednesday, May 18.
The bells of the Sanctuary of
Saint John Baptist De La Salle,
the congregation’s headquarters in
Rome, rang to announce Luistro’s
election at 10:25 am in Rome
(4:25 pm in Manila).
Luistro, 60, is the first Filipino
to lead the La Sallian Brothers,
a global Catholic congregation
of more than 3,000 brothers
dedicated to the mission of
education. His term as superior
general runs from 2022 to 2029.
Founded in 1680 by Saint
John Baptiste de la Salle, the
congregation presently runs more
than 1,100 educational institutions
in 80 countries, according to the
De La Salle Brothers’ official
website.
This includes the De La Salle
Philippines system, a network of
16 schools all over the country,

Bro. Armin Luistro
which Luistro served as its first
president from 2005 to 2009, and
again from 2017 to 2019.
The De La Salle Brothers
Philippines congratulated Luistro
through a Facebook post, and
asked the people to pray for
Luistro for his new role.
“Our profound prayers of
thanksgiving are with you, our
dear Brother, as you continue to
respond to God’s call to be of
service to all Lasallians as our
Superior General,” the post read.

Luistro served as education
secretary during the administration
of the late former president
Noynoy Aquino from 2010-2016.
He was the second La Sallian
brother to hold the post after the
late Brother Andrew Gonzales
during the Estrada presidency.
During his term, Luistro
oversaw the implementation of
the K-12 basic education reform,
which added 2 years to the
country’s basic education system.
Before his stint in government,
Luistro served as president of De
La Salle University–Manila from
2004 to 2010.
He also led the La Sallian
brothers in the Philippines as
provincial from 1997 to 2003.
Luistro first entered the
congregation in 1979, and started
his education career in 1983 as
a religion teacher and campus
minister at De La Salle-Lipa.
In the lead-up to the 2022
Philippine elections, Luistro was
also involved in the 1Sambayan
opposition coalition as one of its
convenors.

University of Hawaii names nursing
school after Philippine-born nurse
HONOLULU – Hawaii’s state
university renamed its school
of nursing after a distinguished
Philippine-born nurse, the first
immigrant woman to have a
University of Hawaii school
named in her honor.
The University of Hawaii
at Manoa officially named the
school the Nancy AtmosperaWalch School of Nursing at a
special dedication ceremony on
Friday, May 20.
The UH Manoa Nursing alumna
gave a confidential donation to
the school “that will have an
enduring impact on the quality
of nursing education, student
success, community service
and the nursing profession,” a
university press statement said.
“Everything that I have
achieved in my profession I owe
it to being a nurse. And being a
nurse, I owe it to the University
of Hawaii,” she said.
Atmospera-Walch was born
and raised in Ilocos Sur in the

Nancy Atmospera-Watch
Philippines and moved with
her family to Hawaii after she
graduated from high school. She
has multiple degrees from the
school of nursing.
Despite being initially
discouraged from attending
college, she went on to earn her
AS ’71 and BS ’77 in nursing,
MPH ’88 in health education and

Doctor of Nursing Practice degree
in Organizational Leadership in
2017 at UH Manoa.
She received the 2017
D e a n ’s S c h o l a r l y P r o j e c t
Award in recognition of her
project, “Improving Patient
Safety Through Structural
Empowerment,” which has been
implemented nationwide.
Atmospera-Walch founded
Advantage Health Care Provider
Inc. in 2009, a local company
that provides health care services
and support to intellectually and
developmentally disabled clients.
She is also the founder and
CEO of AIM Healthcare Institute,
a health care education and
consulting company and worked
for The Queen’s Medical Center
for nearly 30 years.
“Dr. Nancy Atmospera-Walch
is a powerful role model for our
students and her remarkable
generosity sets an example for
all,” said UH President David
Lassner.

EJ Obiena wins gold in Italy after
successful defense of SEAG title
WITH AN EYE at the 2024
Paris Olympics, World No. 5
pole-vaulter EJ Obiena displayed
impressive form as he conquered
the L’Aquila leg of the European
City of Sports tournament in Italy
Monday.
Obiena vaulted to 5.85 meters
in claiming another title, or just a
couple of weeks after striking gold
and resetting the Southeast Asian
Games record following a 5.46m
in Hanoi, Vietnam.
While it was a much impressive
effort than his Hanoi performance,
it fell short of his personal best
5.93m, which he recorded in
the Golden Roof Challenge in
Innsbruck, Austria a year ago.
Obiena later said he’s counting
his blessings and gushed at the
breathtaking view in front of
the Basilica di Santa Maria di
Collemaggio.

EJ Obiena wins another top
prize.
“It’s not every day we get to

jump in such beautiful places,”
Obiena posted on his Facebook
page where he showed his
beautiful plaque and the video of
his title-clinching vault.
“5.85m for the gold here in
La’Aquila, Italy. Such a beautiful
venue jumping in front of Basilica
di Santa Maria de Collemaggio,”
he added.
The Asian record-holder is
back in training as he prepares
to make it back to the Olympics
where he hopes to deliver the
country’s first track and field
medal in the quadrennial event
since Miguel White copped a
400m hurdles bronze in 1936 in
Berlin, Germany.
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