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M A N I L A  —  S e v e r a l 
governments  f rom Europe 
and North America took a rare 
collective stand against media 
killings in the Philippines by 
urging law enforcers to deliver 
swift justice to the assassins of 
veteran broadcaster Percival 
Mabasa, the second journalist 
murdered under the Marcos 
administration.

On Tuesday, the Canadian and 
Dutch embassies — co-chairs 
of the global Media Freedom 
Coalition  — were the first to voice 
grave concern over the killing of 
the hard-hitting government critic 
and vlogger known as Percy 

M A N I L A  –  P r e s i d e n t 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., in his own 
words, managed to “put together 
a government which is functional” 
and that focused on the economy 
in his first 100 days.

Marcos, the country’s first 
majority-elected president in the 
post-People Power Revolution era, 
made the statement Wednesday, 
October 5, during a quick Q&A 
on the sidelines of a gathering 
of the Manila Overseas Press 
Association.

The  Pres ident ,  son  and 
namesake of the dictator who 
was ousted in the 1986 revolution, 
was asked to assess his first 100 
days in office.

MANILA — Jose Calida has 
stepped down as chairperson of the 
Commission on Audit, Executive 
Secretary Lucas Bersamin said 
Tuesday, in what is now the third 
consecutive resignation involving 
top officials under the Marcos 
administration.

Bersamin told reporters of 
Calida’s  resignation  after  10 
officials, excluding the former 
C O A c h a i r p e r s o n ,  w e r e 
reappointed and took their oath 
before President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr.  following their 
bypass by the Commission on 
Appointments.

Calida is the third top Marcos 
administration official to leave 
office  just  before  the  president 
completes  his  first  100  days  in 
Malacañang.

Trixie Cruz-Angeles also 
resigned as press secretary due 
to health reasons, while Vic 
Rodriguez announced over two 
weeks ago that he is stepping 
down as executive secretary to 

CARSON – Two prominent 
Filipino community leaders are 
among four candidates being 
endorsed and supported by 
Mayor Lula Davis-Holmes for 
four positions up for grabs in the 
Carson local elections on Nov. 8.

Fred Docdocil, a current 
Carson planning commissioner 
and president of the Philippine 
Independence Day Foundation 
(PIDF), and Oscar Ramos, 
currently a Carson parks and 
recreation commissioner, are 
running for the City Council 
Dis t r ic t  4  and Dis t r ic t  2 , 
respectively.

The other candidates in Mayor 
Holmes’ ticket are City Clerk 
Dr. Khaleah Bradshaw, who is 
seeking election for the position 
she was appointed to in December 
2021, and City Treasurer Monica 
Cooper, who is seeking reelection 
to the position she was elected to 
in March  2015  and November 
2018.

Docdocil is running against 
fellow Filipino-American and 
current Councilmember Arleen 
Bocatija-Rojas, who was elected 
to serve Holmes’ remaining term 
as 4th District councilmember in 
last year’s elections. 

Ramos is  pi t ted against 
longtime Councilmember Jim 
Dear for the 2nd District council 
seat.

Marcos govt dealt with 3rd
resignation as Calida quits

Executive Secretary Vic Ro-
driguez

Press Secretary Trixie Cruz-
Angeles

Commission on Audit Chairman 
Jose Calida

Carson City Council candidates Fred Docdocil and Oscar Ramos 
with Mayor Lua Davis-Holmes

Two Fil-Ams among four candidates
being endorsed by Carson mayor

Ten other
bypassed
officials

reappointed

By Val G. Abelgas

Marcos Jr. paints rosy
picture of 1st 100 days

Foreign govts
alarmed by

media killings

(See OFFICIALS, Page 6)

Putting the Philippine economy 
back on track after years of 
COVID-19  lockdowns has  been 
the Marcos administration’s key 
talk  points. The  proposed  2023 
budget, according to his economic 
managers, is geared towards post-
lockdown recovery.

The First 100 Days are typically 
seen as an assessment point for 
new administrations. Unlike his 
immediate predecessor, Rodrigo 
Duterte, Marcos has not been one 
to make bombastic statements 
with unrealistic deadlines.

Still assessing his own first 
100 days  in  office, Marcos  said 
his administration had been able 

(See MARCOS, Page 6)(See MEDIA, Page 12)
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Dr. Bradshaw is running against 
former Mayor and Councilmember 
Vera Robles-DeWitt and Dr. 
Sharma Henderson. Cooper is 
pitted against Isaias Pulido. Both 
Henderson and Pulido run and lost 
in last year’s election to Rojas in 
the 4th District.

“I would like to make a 
personal appeal to all the residents 
in Council District  4 to support 
Freddie Docdocil and those in 
Council District 2 to support 
Oscar Ramos for Council District 
2.  These two candidates are 
vested in their communities 
and have a proven track record 
of putting the residents first,” 
Mayor Holmes said.  

The mayor added that Docdocil 
and Ramos are the “best candidates 
that can help me continue to move 
the city forward and will not 
take campaign donations from 
companies that pollute our air, 
contaminate our water and destroy 
our streets with their large trucks.”  

Holmes said Docdocil and 
Ramos supported the community 
d u r i n g   t h e   C OV I D - 1 9 
pandemic by participating in 
var ious  vacc ina t ion  s i tes , 
providing meals for our seniors, 
and keeping the  res idents 
informed and empowered.     

“They did not move into their 
respective districts to run for 
office as did one of the candidates 
on the ballot.  They are long-term 
residents who live, work, play and 
pray in our city,” the mayor added.

Docdocil is president emeritus 
of the Filipino-American Chamber 
of Commerce of SouthBay Los 
Angeles Area (FACC-SLAA), and 
branch and business development 
coordinator of Mabuhay Credit 
Union (a division of Nikkei Credit 
Union),  a  full-service  financial 
institution that has been serving 
the local Filipino community in 
Carson and surrounding areas for 
the last three years.

In addition to his PIDF and 
FACC-SLAA involvement , 
D o c d o c i l  h a s  s e r v e d  t h e 
community in various capacities 
in the last 20 years, including as 
Vice President of Kagay-anons 

CARSON: Fil-Ams vie for council seats
(From Page 1) of Southern California (KSC); 

Treasurer of the Filipino Young 
Leaders Program (FYLPRO); 
Executive Board Member for the 
Coalition of Filipino American 
C h a m b e r s  o f  C o m m e r c e 
(COFACC), and as Household 
Head & Speaker for Couples for 
Christ SoCal Chapter B-1 (CfC).

Docdocil’s community work 
has earned him several awards 
and accolades over the years. 
These include an Asian American 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage 
Month award from the LA Sheriff 
Department Community Advisory 
Council, the Top Outstanding 
Pi l ip ino (TOP) Award for 
Community Leadership, the 
Outstanding Filipino Americans 
in the USA award, and FilAm of 
the Year by the FILAM - Filipino 
Influential Leaders And Mentors. 

Docdocil has been chosen a 
delegate of the Filipino Young 
Leaders Program (FYLPRO) 
by the Philippine Embassy 
in Washington DC and the 
Philippine Consulate General in 
Los Angeles, as well as selected 
to be a Cohort for the Center 
for Asian Americans United for 
Self Empowerment (CAUSE) 
Leadership Institute.

Asked what he has to offer to 
the residents of Carson, Docdocil 
said, “Government can only truly 
work with the participation of the 
constituents, and I intend to be a 
genuine representative of our local 
Carson community by listening to 
and by being a voice to those who 
are not being heard.”

“My priority is to provide our 
residents with greater access to 
our government resources, to 
protect those who are vulnerable, 
and to ensure a better and brighter 
future for us all!” he added.

Here are some of Docdocil’s 
priorities if elected:

•  C rea t e  a  Communi ty 
Empowerment  Counc i l  to 
give residents a voice in their 
government.

• Plan bi-monthly Education /
Outreach and Townhall Events to 
provide Carson residents access 
to government resources and 
increase government transparency 

and accountability.
• Establish a “Child, Elderly, 

And Employee Abuse Initiative” 
to protect the most vulnerable 
citizens.

•  E s t a b l i s h  “ C a r s o n 
Contaminat ion  Prevent ive 
Policies” to protect the health of 
the residents

Ramos, for his part, said 
on why he is running for City 
Council: “I have been a proud 
Carson  resident  since 1977,  and 
since then, this city has been 
my and my family’s “home”. 
I love the city, which is why I 

dedicated myself in serving the 
community  for  almost 20 years. 
I’ve been involved and served in 
various commissions with one 
goal in mind – to make a positive 
impact in the city’s governance 
and improve the quality of life 
for all city residents. With utmost 
commitment to continuously 
serve the city, I decided to run for 
public office  to  ensure  a unified 
“voice” of all Carson residents 
will be heard through strong and 
inclusive leadership.”

Ramos said he would give 
priority to public safety of the 
community, including residential 
and business areas, schools and 
parks, and that he would continue 
to advocate and support the 
various community organizations 
to enhance the city’s services 
while encouraging residents to 
also get involved in various city 
programs and services to help 
enrich the quality of life in Carson.

“I also plan to implement 
effective solutions and outreach 
programs in collaboration of our 

of our organization. Currently, 
a city policy to open all park 
restrooms in the morning has been 
implemented due to my advocacy 
and recommendation. My request 
to open a senior chess program 
was approved and implemented 
by Human Services department 
last month,” Ramos said.

Bradshaw, who is the current 
City Clerk, explained why she is 
seeking election: “The possibilities 
of what can be done in the city 
clerk’s office are endless! We are 
doing great projects in Carson, 
new businesses are coming, and 
the city is growing. There is 
community in this city. There is 
pride here. The residents take 
matters seriously and that excites 
me because it lets me know that 
the work I do along with my 
staff is meaningful to them. I 
am excited to keep going. I am 
just scratching the surface of the 
plans I have for the clerk’s office. 
I was excited to be appointed but 
I am even more excited about the 
opportunity to be chosen by the 
residents. “

Bradshaw, who earned her 
doctorate degree in Educational 
Leadership from California State 
University, Long Beach with 
honors, said she would create 
digital versions of all the city’s 
records. “It goes hand in hand 
with creating streamlined access 
for residents. Carson residents 
will always be residents that 
want to know what is going on. 
It is my top priority to make 
that information more readily 

City Council candidates Fred Docdocil and Oscar Ramos with 
Mayor Lula Davis-Holmes, Planning Commissioner Alex Cainglet 
and other supporters.

City Clerk Dr. Khealah Brad-
shaw

city government and community 
organizations to help address 
the current homelessness issue. 
Lastly, as a resident, I understand 
the concerns and frustration 
of all the constituents with the 
timeliness of addressing their 
reported issues. Therefore, my 
goal is to develop and implement 
innovative solutions to increase 
the overall efficiencies of public 
service delivery,” Ramos said.

A current member of the Park, 
Recreation, and Cultural Art 
commission, Ramos has also 
served in other commissions, 
including the Citywide Advisory, 
Beaut i f ica t ion ,  and  Bul ly 
Prevention. In addition, Ramos 
was former overall chairman of 
Philippines Independence Day 
Planning Committee  from 2006 
to 2010, and the Vice President of 
the Pilipino-American Alliance. 

“These leadership roles 
developed my abi l i t ies  to 
motivate, communicate, and 
collaborate with my fellow 
commissioners and to all members (See CARSON, Page 6)

City Treasurer Monica Cooper
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W A S H I N G T O N  - 
Conservat ive pundi t  Scot t 
Jennings said “every Republican” 
should be able to disavow former 
President  Donald Trump’s 
“assassination instructions” 
against Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell.

Jennings,  a former GOP 
advisor and McConnell aide, 
was referring to a Truth Social 
post  from October  1,  in which 
Trump escalated his long-standing 
feud with the Kentucky senator. 
Trump accused McConnell of 
opposing him because he has 
a “death wish.” Trump also 
leveled a racially charged insult 
at McConnell’s wife, Elaine Chao, 
the transportation secretary for the 
Trump administration, calling her 
McConnell’s “China loving wife, 
Coco Chow.”

Trump’s salvo came after 
McConnell voiced support for 
changing the way Congress counts 
electoral votes. 

In an appearance on CNN on 
Sunday, Jennings said Trump’s 
post contained “assassination 
i n s t r u c t i o n s ”  d i r e c t e d  a t 
McConnell and “blatant racism” 
against Chao.

“I mean, if you read that whole 
thing out loud, if you were on the 
street, and you heard someone 
muttering that on a street corner, 
you wouldn’t say, ‘Hmm, let’s 
hand this person the presidency 

W A S H I N G T O N  – 
T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o n 
Monday declined to hear an 
appeal from a prominent supporter 
of former President Donald 
Trump who is trying to fend off 
a defamation suit from a voting 
company he falsely accused of 
rigging the 2020 election. 

Michael Lindell, the founder of 
MyPillow and a regular presence at 
Trump’s rallies, is fighting a $1.3 
billion defamation suit filed in 
federal court by US Dominion, 
the company that manufactures 

WASHINGTON — Former 
President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday asked the U.S. Supreme 
Court to intervene in his fight 
with the Justice Department over 
classified documents seized from 
his Florida home as part of a 
criminal investigation into his 
handling of government records.

Trump filed an emergency 
request asking the justices to block 
part of a lower court’s ruling that 
prevented an independent arbiter 
requested by Trump, known as a 
special master, from vetting more 
than  100  documents marked  as 
classified that were among 11,000 
records seized by FBI agents at the 
Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach 
on Aug. 8.

The Atlanta-based  11th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals on Sept. 
21 repudiated a decision by U.S. 
District Judge Aileen Cannon, 
who had temporarily barred the 
department from examining the 
seized classified documents until 
the special master had weeded 
out any that could be deemed 
privileged and withheld from 
investigators.

Justice Clarence Thomas, who 
is assigned to assess emergency 
appeals from the 11th Circuit, late 
on Tuesday requested a response 
from the Justice Department by 
Oct.  11. Thomas  is  one  of  six 
conservatives on the nine-member 
Supreme Court.

The 11th Circuit also prevented 
the  spec ia l  mas ter,  Judge 
Raymond Dearie, from having 
access to the documents with 
classified markings, noting the 
importance of limiting access to 
classified information.

Trump’s lawyers in Tuesday’s 
filing said Dearie should have 
access to “determine whether 
documents bearing classification 
markings  are  in  fact  classified, 
and  regardless  of  classification, 
whether those records are personal 
records or presidential records.”

The Justice Department has 
“attempted to criminalize a 

Former President Donald Trump, Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell

Ex-GOP strategist slams
Trump for ‘assassination

instructions’ vs McConnell
or the Republican nomination for 
president,’” Jennings said. “You 
would say, ‘Call 911.’ Because it 
sounds like an unhinged, deranged 
person has gotten loose and is out 
on the street and may be a danger 
to themselves and others.”

He added that the insults against 
McConnell were “beyond the 
pale” and that “every Republican 
ought to be able to say so.” 
 
“This is not good for the party. It’s 
not good for him,” Jennings said, 
referring to Trump.

Jennings also weighed in 
on Sen. Rick Scott’s hesitation 
to condemn Trump for writing 
the post, saying Scott was likely 
«unprepared» for the question. 
During an appearance on CNN’s 
“State of the Union” on Sunday, 
host Dana Bash asked Scott 
if  Trump’s comments were 
acceptable — to which Scott 
said it is “never, ever okay to be 
a racist,” but stopped short of 
slamming Trump.

“But there’s something very 
easy about this. And what’s easy 
is to say: ‘This is not good. It’s not 
helpful. It’s not good politically. 
It’s not good personally. This 
is bad for the party, bad for the 
country,’” Jennings said. “And 
it’s not becoming of a former 
president and somebody who 
wants to have the job again.”

Trump asks US Supreme Court to
intervene over seized documents

Classified documents seized from Mar-a-Lago
document management dispute 
and now vehemently objects to a 
transparent process that provides 
much-needed oversight,” Trump’s 
lawyers added.

The court-approved Mar-a-
Lago search was conducted as 
part of a federal investigation into 
whether Trump illegally retained 
documents from the White House 
when he left office in January 
2021  after  his  failed  2020  re-
election bid and whether Trump 
tried to obstruct the probe.

The investigation seeks to 
determine who accessed classified 
materials, whether they were 
compromised and if any remain 
unaccounted for. At issue in 
the  11th  Circuit  ruling  were 
documents bearing classified 
markings  of  confidential,  secret 
or top secret.

Cannon,  pres id ing  over 
Trump’s lawsuit seeking to restrict 
Justice Department access to the 
seized documents, barred review 
of all of the materials and named 
Dearie to review the records, 
impeding the investigation.

On Sept. 15, Cannon, who was 
appointed to the bench by Trump, 
rejected the Justice Department’s 
request that she partially lift her 
order on the classified materials as 
it impeded the government’s effort 
to mitigate potential national 
security risks from their possible 
unauthorized disclosure.

The  three-judge  11th Circuit 
panel included two judges 
appointed by Trump and one by 
former President Barack Obama.

Noting  that classified  records 
belong to the U.S. government, 
the  11th Circuit  doubted Trump 
has any “individual interest” in 
them and that he “has not even 
attempted to show that he has 
a need to know the information 
contained in the classified 
documents.”

The 11th Circuit also rejected 
any suggestion that Trump had 
declassified the documents – 
as the former president has 
claimed – saying there was “no 
evidence” of such action and that 
the argument was a “red herring 
because declassifying an official 
document would not change its 
content or render it personal.”

In Tuesday’s  filing, Trump’s 
attorneys said he had “broad 
authority governing classification 
of, and access to, classified 
documents.” In an interview on 
Fox News last month, Trump 
again asserted without evidence 
that he declassified the documents 
and claimed he had the power to 
do it “even by thinking about it.”

The three statutes underpinning 
the search warrant used by the FBI 
at Mar-a-Lago make it a crime to 
mishandle government records, 
regardless  of  their  classification 
status.

SC rejects plea by MyPillow CEO to toss $1.3B defamation suit

Michael Lindell

voting machines used in several 
battleground states. 

Lindell’s effort was denied by 
a Trump-appointed US District 
judge last year. 

When Lindell appealed, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit said 
the case was not ready for review. 

Lindell asked the Supreme 
Court to rule that he could 
immediately appeal in order to 
avoid “long and expensive” court 
proceedings. 

L inde l l  a rgues  tha t  US 

Domin ion  hasn’t  me t  the 
standard governing defamation 
c l a i m s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e 
court’s landmark 1964 decision in 
New York Times Co. v. Sullivan. 
Specifically, he asserted  that  the 
company had not proved that he 
knew his comments were false 
or that they were spoken with 
a reckless disregard for truth or 
falsity.

The lower federal  court 
disagreed. 

“As a preliminary matter, a 
reasonable juror could conclude 

that the existence of a vast 
international conspiracy that is 
ignored by the government but 
proven by a spreadsheet on an 
internet blog is so inherently 
improbable that only a reckless 
man would believe it,” U.S. 
District Judge Carl Nichols wrote 
in his opinion.

The company, Nichols wrote, 
“has adequately alleged that 
Lindell made his claims knowing 
that they were false or with 
reckless disregard for the truth.”
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(See CORRUPTION, Page 11)

5 doors to confidential corruption
(See LEADERS, Page 13)

ROBERT KLITGAARD 
famously  defined  corruption  as 
monopoly plus discretion minus 
accountability (C=M+D-A). 
Confidential and intelligence 
funds fit these conditions to a T. 
The country has just tread onto 
this slippery slope that will be 
catastrophic for the nation, already 
in the throes of an unprecedented 
confluence  of  natural  and man-
made disasters. As if the Pharmally 
and Department of Education 
(DepEd)  scams  are  insufficient 
signals that the government’s 
transparency and accountability 
have collapsed in the dark night of 
the Duterte administration.

There are five doors to this 
slippery slope of confidential 
corruption: Door 1 is the absence 
of a well-thought-out strategy 
for  using the funds by an 
administration that is so new to 
power they do not have a real, 
tangible program of government 
yet, except for the broad strokes 
given in exhortatory presidential 
speeches. Ballpark estimates 
in the billions for fuzzy tasks 
that could not be verbalized 
commensurate to the gargantuan 
amounts bandied about. The 
Office of the President wants 
P2.25 billion in intelligence funds 
and P2.25 billion in confidential 
funds.

How disproportionate this is to 
the total enterprise of democratic 
and constitutional governance 
becomes clear when we realize 
that, as Rep. Edcel Lagman 

points out, the Department of 
Human Settlements and Urban 
Development charged with the 
critical housing and shelter 
program of the country gets only 
P1.4  billion,  the  Civil  Service 
Commission that manages the 
quality  and qualifications  of  the 
entire government bureaucracy 
gets  only  P1.9  billion.  The 
Department of Tourism, which 
needs infrastructure and service 
intensification to reach the tipping 
point to even out the agricultural 
and industrial sector setbacks, 
is  getting  only  P3.5  billion. 
The bastion of participatory 
democracy, the Commission 
on  Elections,  gets  only  P4.9 
billion, while the bastion of 
public  accountability,  the Office 
of the Ombudsman, gets only 
P4.7 billion.

Compounding this worrisome 
development, the Vice President is 
seemingly trying to keep up with 
the President.  She wanted P650 
million in confidential funds for the 
Office of the Vice President (OVP) 
and the Department of Education. 

The broad strokes justification 
for DepEd  confidential  funds  is 
lame: “The success of a project, 
activity or program really depends 
on very good intelligence and 
surveillance because you want 
to target specific issues and 
challenges.” The CF and IF will 
fund a virtual program of campus 
surveillance and promotion of 
political uprightness on school 
campuses to address problems 
like sexual grooming of students 
by teachers, youth recruitment to 
terrorism, and drug use among 
DepEd workers. This approach 
calls to mind the Morality Police 
in Iran and the Taliban in Iraq.

Door 2 is the cabal of interested 
and influential parties with selfish 
personal interests awaiting the 
release of confidential and 
intelligence funds. If Janet Lim 
Napoles could navigate and 
dodge the accountability control 
mechanisms of government, 
what happens when these control 
mechanisms  are  officially  non-
applicable from the start? Alltypes 

By Segundo E. Romero
Inquirer.net

“HISTORY was not made 
by those who did nothing,” says 
Queen Elizabeth II in the critically 
acclaimed drama-documentary 
series, “The Crown.” Here was 
a queen, who was thrust into 
power by and amid extraordinary 
circumstances and, thanks to her 
dedication and grit, ensured she 
would never end up “feel[ing] 
second best” before any other 
leader.

By standing her  ground 
against the grain of misogyny, 
and berating the revolving door 
of male prime ministers as “a 
confederacy of elected quitters,” 
she managed to gain the respect of 
both her people and world leaders 
alike. As the Queen herself (not 
her Netflix  series  character)  put 
it  in  a  1966 Christmas  address, 
“it has been women who have 
breathed gentleness and care into 
the harsh progress of mankind.”

Throughout her long reign, she 
built an unparalleled legacy, which 
has won the affection of countless 
souls the world over. Her funeral, 
watched  by  4.1  billion  people, 
was the most watched event in 
history. Her iron determination, 
regal compassion, and lifelong 
dedication to statecraft largely 
explain why countless Britons 
and foreigners lined up to pay 
their final respects to the queen—
even well after a new king was 
proclaimed.

In  Queen  E l izabe th  I I , 
common folks saw a bejeweled 
royal  acting  as  a  selfless  public 
servant. And it was precisely 
this kind of leadership that saw 
once impoverished or villainous 

nations turned into breakout stars 
of our era.

Think of how former German 
chancel lor  Angela  Merkel 
transformed into the de facto 
leader of the free world, almost 
singlehandedly transforming 
her once-feared nation into a 
haven of compassion at the 
height of the migrant crisis in 
Europe. Across Asia, a group of 
extraordinary leaders poured their 
souls into the vase of statecraft—
conscientiously overseeing, year-
by-year, the steady and gradual 
creation of world-class industries 
and a new vibrant middle class.

Notwithstanding his human 
f ra i l t ies  and author i tar ian 
predilections, the longtime 
Singaporean Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew managed to also 
win praise all around the world 
for his singular commitment to 
statesmanship. Under his watch, 
Singapore reclaimed its place 
of pride in the world, rapidly 
becoming a global entrepôt, as 
well as a diplomatic intermediary 
between China and the West.

As the feisty, no-nonsense 
Singaporean leader once said, 
“[a] nation is great not by its size 
alone. It is the will, the cohesion, 
the stamina, the discipline of 
its people, and the quality of 
their leaders which ensure it 
an honorable place in history.” 
Similar to Queen Elizabeth II, 
his funeral also witnessed an 
outpouring of public affection 
and sincere gratitude by millions 
of citizens from all walks of life.

Luck i ly  in  the  case  o f 
Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew’s 
children, including outgoing 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 
have inherited his work ethic 
and all-consuming commitment 
to public service. And that, dear 
reader, brings us to our beloved 
Philippines, where our seemingly 
overworked leaders apparently 
needed refreshment via VIP 
tickets to Singapore’s Formula 
1 Grand Prix over the weekend.

But before berat ing the 
latest occupant of Malacañang 
for taking such an existential 

ALMA MATER. The Latin term referring to educational 
institutions that one graduates from literally means “nourishing 
mother.”

A school is like a parent who forms the student. And at every 
school’s core is the teacher who nourishes each pupil’s mind, heart, 
and soul with knowledge and wisdom.

On paper, the numbers describing the Philippines’ educational 
system look impressive. The country has almost 900,000 public 
school teachers in all levels of basic education. With a little over 
28 million students enrolled for this year, this gives each class an 
average ratio of one teacher for every 31 students.

For most regions, data from the Department of Education 
(DepEd) show that most teachers are assigned from 24 to 26 
learners—far better than the maximum one-to-40 proportion 
that’s said to be the upper limit of a classroom environment that’s 
conducive for learning.

Across the country, there are over 60,429 institutions 
offering instruction at various levels of basic education, 
showing only a slight reduction in number from the almost 
62,000 schools logged before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
DepEd’s data also show that 98 percent of all public schools in the 
country have electricity, while 95.8 of them have access to water, 
while over 80 percent have “functional computers.”

And most importantly, the biggest slice of the pie of the 
government’s annual budget always goes to the education sector, 
as mandated by law.

By any measure, these numbers are impressive, especially for a 
country like the Philippines, which has to contend with economic, 
geographic, and demographic challenges, among others, when it 
comes to funding the country’s school system.

But the numbers are, for the most part, impressive only on 
paper. The realities on the ground paint a less rosy, more sobering 
picture.

At the core of the problem is the sometimes unreasonable 
burden that the educational system lays on the shoulders of the 
Filipino teacher.

While official statistics show a more-than-ideal teacher-student 
ratio, it is not uncommon to read reports about the ratio reaching 
as high as 90 students being assigned to a single educator, especially 
in more impoverished, less developed areas of the country.

These very same teachers are also expected to nurture these 
very same students using inadequate facilities, not least of all is the 
perennial shortage of classrooms which has been aggravated by 
the ongoing public health crisis that requires pupils—previously 
packed together like sardines in a can—to sit at least one meter 
apart for safety reasons.

The pandemic has also forced many teachers to innovate in 
terms of teaching methods, shifting to online instruction with often 
insufficient computer resources being experienced on both the 
part of the teacher and the pupil. While there are those who are 
fortunate enough to live in areas with decent internet connectivity, 

Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew and Queen Elizabeth II 
at a dinner reception in Singapore.

By Richard Heydarian
Inquirer.net
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That famous October landing 
led by General MacArthur

(See ELECTIONS, Page 11)

A LANDMARK in history 
which will keep its staying power: 
the return of the United States 
troops to the Philippines.

The event made indelible the 
now famous “I Shall Return” 
pledge of the late General 
Douglas MacArthur, one of the 
greatest military brains of all 
time.  On October 20, 1944, the 
U,.S. forces, commanded by 
General MacArthur, landed at 
Palo, Leyte, some 10 miles south 
of Tacloban City on the coast. 

That was the signal, which 
caught the entire country on 
fire -- it was the beginning of 
the campaign to liberate the 
Philippines from the infamous 
and merciless days of the Japanese 
forces during the Second World 
War.  

Wo r d  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h 
every medium possible -- the 
underground units caught that 
first salvo and before long, 
the entire three major islands 
of the Philippines caught the 
reverberations.

The populace in Northern 
Phi l ippines  awai ted  word 
most anxiously-- and when the 
Lingayen Gulf landing took 
place, there was no doubt in any 
Filipino’s mind that the promise 
to “return” had indeed reached 
fulfillment.  By the following 
July, the Philippines was again 
in Allied hands.

Those who were then in high 
school, even those in grade 
school, remember in elegant 
detail the advent of war. WAR -- it 
was the new word and was soon 
to become part of the vocabulary 
of children and adults alike. 
The news that followed that 
fateful day of war graphically 
emphasized the countless cruel 
aspects of the crises that came to 
the well-known “peaceful shores” 
of the Pearl of the Orient Seas.   

World War II had become a 
reality.  It led to an inevitable 
happening-- the loss of freedom 
in every sense of the word.  
Democratic institutions, which 
belonged to the Commonwealth 
Government (in anticipation 
of autonomy promised on July 
4,1946),  were  immediately 
shunted aside.  

So many freedoms were mute 
-- and that freedom of the press 
so long enjoyed by everyone 
alike, from the intellectual elite 
whose pens flowed  freely  to  the 
novice student who was still 
learning what democracy meant, 
was slowly obliterated. Harsh 
occupational censorship took over 
as the enemy realized that freedom 
of the press was difficult to quell. 

True enough, that freedom 
could not entirely be silenced.  
There were bulletins and news 
items making their way through 
the brave and the courageous who 
managed  to  filter  their  contents 
through.

With a totalitarian government 
under the Japanese tyranny, the 
Filipinos found it futile to stand 
in armed opposition against 
oppressors.  Writers of note joined 
the guerilla movement.  Some 
perished.  Some outlived the 
debacle and yet, some lived to tell 
tales of ignominy.  

The fighters  of  freedom  took 
a most splendid stand. And so as 
each  year’s  October  20  comes 
around once more to remind us 
of the salient day when the late 
General MacArthur lived up to 
his promise (although he is no 
longer around to hear the plaudits 
of a grateful population, many of 
whom made their way to these 
shores of liberty and freedom), 
we, the children of war still like to 
remember that if it weren’t for the 
significance of that call which rang 
formidably throughout the nation, 
hope might have been lost.

So,  as  another October  20th 
arrives on the scene, its meaning 
should resound among us...that 
nurturing of freedom should never 
cease-- its dimensions, which 
appeal to human decency, should 
be allowed to grow unfettered for 
today’s generation and tomorrow’s 
generations to look forward to.

SOME IMPORTANT  firsts 
for the Supreme Court:

Good: The first Black woman 
justice, Ketanji Brown Jackson,  
will  be  officially  seated  on  the 
court in an investiture ceremony 
Friday before  the  term officially 
begins Monday.

Bad:  Fewer than half of 
American adults, for the first time 
in the history of the Gallup poll, 
have a great deal or a fair amount 
of trust in the judicial branch of 
the US government headed by the 
Supreme Court.

If legitimacy is in the eye of 
the beholder, enjoying the trust of 
less than half the country means 
the Supreme Court has a serious 
problem.

The drop in faith comes after 
the court, in its most recent 
term, overturned Roe v. Wade, 
invalidated  a  100  year-old New 
York law relating to concealed 
hand guns and cut down the 
Env i ronmenta l  P ro tec t ion 
Agency’s power to curb carbon 
emissions.

There are more cases on the 
docket for the term about to get 
underway, including tests of 
voting rights protections and the 
ability of universities to consider 
race in college admissions. .

That was fast
The decline in American’s faith 

in its federal judiciary has been 
swift – a 20 percentage point drop 
in two years. The court used to 
routinely have the faith of two-
thirds of Americans in Gallup 
surveys.

The new drop in trust comes 
mainly from Democrats and 
independents, many of whom were 

aghast at the court’s decision to end 
American women’s federal right 
to obtain an abortion.

Many Republicans, for what 
it’s worth, according to Gallup, 
had previously lost faith in the 
Supreme Court after decisions 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
nationwide and upholding the 
Affordable Care Act. Republican 
faith rebounded and was at 84% 
in 2020 before dipping to 61% in 
2021. Now it has risen to 67%.

Partisan Republicans, perhaps, 
can take some assurance in the fact 
that the six justice conservative 
bloc will  keep the country 
from veering too far from their 
principles no matter what voters 
say.

The legitimacy question
It has to do with whether the 

justices are impartial referees – 
umpires, as Chief Justice John 
Roberts claimed during his 
confirmation hearing many years 
ago. Or are these judges, who 
aren’t accountable to voters and 
have lifetime positions, more like 
partisan operators that tilt the law 
one way or another?

The justices themselves, 
in something of a departure, 
are taking part in the debate, 

during public appearances and 
in statements over the past few 
weeks:

John Roberts ,  the chief 
justice: Simply because people 
disagree with an opinion is not a 
basis for criticizing the legitimacy 
of the court. 

Elena Kagan, part of the liberal 
minority, in July: “The way the 
court retains its legitimacy and 
fosters  public  confidence  is  by 
acting like a court.” 

A n d  K a g a n  a g a i n  t h i s 
month: …if one judge dies or 
leaves a court and another judge 
comes in and all of a sudden the 
law changes on you – what does 
that say? That just doesn’t seem 
a lot like law if it can depend so 
much on which particular person 
is in the court. 

Samuel Alito, who wrote the 
decision overturning Roe: It goes 
without saying that everyone 
is free to express disagreement 
with our decisions and to criticize 
our reasoning as they see fit. 
But saying or implying that the 
court is becoming an illegitimate 
institution or questioning our 
integrity crosses an important 
line. 

N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S 
columnist David Leonhardt 
says gerrymandering is not the 
biggest threat facing American 
democracy. Activists who are 
fighting against a new Jim Crow 
and one-party politics in nine 
Southern states would beg to 
differ.

Unfair election maps are bound 
to produce unfair results in the 
upcoming midterm elections with 
long-lasting negative impacts 
throughout the South.

Evan Milligan is Executive 
Director of Alabama Forward, 
a  coalition of  30+ organizations 
working to engage more voters, 
especially young people of 
color. He is the lead plaintiff in 
a Supreme Court case, Merrill 
v. Milligan, which hears oral 
arguments on Oct. 4.

In Alabama, Blacks make up 
27% of the state’s residents but are 
now packed into one congressional 
district with Whites concentrated 
into six other districts. That’s one 
reason why Milligan sued but not 
the only one.

“If you make it out of your 
primary because your district is 
drawn in a way that disadvantages 
competition, then the most extreme 
candidate becomes the person who 
gets on the ballot. That is what is 
driving our political discourse 

today and it’s going to drive us 
off a cliff,” Milligan said during 
an EMS Sept. 30 press conference 
on threats to the electoral process.

Civil Rights plaintiffs filed 
lawsuits challenging newly 
adopted redistricting plans  in 12 
Southern states. Gerrymandering 
is at the heart of them all.

In Alabama, a three-judge 
panel found the maps approved by 
the legislature to be discriminatory 
and ordered the state to redraw 
congressional districts so Blacks 
would have a second opportunity 
district. They didn’t do it.

Activists are beginning to 
use the phrase “one demand, 
two options,” Milligan noted, 
meaning permanent voting rights 
protection for all Americans either 
by a 28th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution or the passage of the 

John Lewis Voting Rights Act.
“That’s something we can 

place our hope in,” Milligan said.
Heading into the Midterms
Alabama has lots of ways to 

keep people disengaged from 
politics. Registering voters is 
difficult; getting them to the polls 
is tough, too.

The minimum wage of $7.25/
hr. is still the norm in Alabama. 
The state’s income tax starts 
below the poverty level, earlier 
than any other state in the country. 
Food and medicine are taxed 
in Alabama. Alabama did not 
expand Medicaid for its low-
income residents. Milligan said 
that families are under enormous 
pressure just to make ends meet.

So, when organizers urge 
people to get out and vote to make 

General Douglas MacArthur and staff, accompanied by Philip-
pine president Sergio Osmeña (left), land at Red Beach, Leyte, 
October 20, 1944.

The justices of the Supreme Court of the United States.

US Supreme Court fighting 
over its own legitimacy

By Zachary B. Wolf
CNN

(See SCOTUS, Page 13)

Gerrymandered maps driving 
electoral process over the cliff

Voters protest gerrymandering.

By Peter White
Ethnic Media Service
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most teachers and students also suffer indirectly at the hands of 
national or local governments responsible for acquiring overpriced 
and substandard digital devices using public funds.

Adding to these challenges are the extracurricular burdens often 
imposed on school teachers around the country by the government, 
with many regularly serving as poorly compensated poll workers 
during the national and local elections, on top of the administrative 
tasks they have to fulfill as part of their daily routines.

Finally, and perhaps most alarmingly, the country’s public 
school teachers are paid insufficiently for the tasks they are 
expected to perform. Most are said to receive monthly salaries of 
anywhere between P25,000 and P30,000 a month. As such, many 
are forced to earn additional income through “side hustles” that 
distract them from their primary duties.

The people at the core of the educational system that serves as 
the “nourishing mother” of Filipinos deserve better.

They deserve the best facilities that the government can buy, 
the best continuing education to keep their skills as teachers sharp 
and, it goes without saying, the best possible wage that will afford 
them a decent standard of living befitting their status as shapers 
of the nation’s future.

No less than the Philippine Constitution mandates that “the 
State shall assign the highest budgetary priority to education and 
ensure that teaching will attract and retain its rightful share of the 
best available talents through adequate remuneration and other 
means of job satisfaction and fulfillment.”

If teachers are to continue providing sufficient nourishment for 
the minds, hearts, and souls of young Filipinos, it is imperative that 
the nourishers are themselves nourished, by the government, by 
their schools, and, ultimately, by all of us.

The alternative to this is a malnourished youth and a bleak 
future for the country. – Philippine Daily Inquirer

(From Page 4)
EDITORIAL: On teachers

available,” she said.
Bradshaw’s priorities,  if 

elected, would be to:
•  Cont inue  main ta in ing 

accurate records of all proceedings 
and official actions

• Continue the task of digitizing 
thousands of records

• Continue moving from a 
paper process to a web-based 
format

•  Continue streamlining 
business processes and workflow 
management

• Ensure residents have access 
to public records in a timely 
manner

City Treasurer Monica Cooper 
is a businesswoman who was 
first elected city treasurer in 
March  2015  and was  reelected 
in November  2018.  She  has  a 
bachelors and masters degree 
in public administration from 
California State University 
Dominguez Hills.

Mayor Holmes said the most 
pressing problem the city faces at 
the moment is 

the increased number of 
homeless people that are coming 
to our city from surrounding areas 
and how to provide affordable 
housing to address the needs of 
our low income residents

 “The candidates that I am 
supporting all both candidates 
that will put the needs of Carson 
resident first at not the  business that 
pollute our environment.   They 
believe that Government should 
work for the people,” Holmes 
concluded.

CARSON
(From Page 2)

focus on his family.
Prior to taking the helm of 

the COA, Calida was solicitor 
general,  during which his  office 
was flagged by state auditors 
over  P10.774 million  in  excess 
honoraria  and  allowances  to  15 
officials, including him. The COA 
also noted that the allowances 
were not disclosed by the OSG 
lawyers named in the report.

B o t h  C a l i d a  a n d  h i s 
predecessor, Florin Hilbay, then 
said that honoraria and allowances 
received by OSG lawyers are 
legal. 

The audit body emphasized 
that additional compensation 
given to those serving in the 
government should not go beyond 
50% of their annual basic salary. 
Calida  in  2017  received P8.376 
million in allowances, going 
beyond the 50% limit by P7.462 
million as his annual basic salary 

was P1.828 million. 
In  2019,  the  state  auditor 

also flagged the OSG for airfare 
expenses accumulated in its 2018 
foreign  trips  that  totaled P7.128 
million and were “not supported 
by complete documents.” 

Aside from its untraced travel 
expenses, the OSG was also 
called out for their local training 
expenses that ballooned to over 
P1.27 million for opting to spend 
them in hotels and restaurants 
instead of in office premises. 

The COA in 2019 also flagged 
the OSG for a P105,471 honoraria 
payment, supplies and equipment 
expenses  worth  over  P5.510 
million.

The following year, the OSG 
was called out because of P1.169-
million worth of cash advances 
to pay for more local and foreign 
travels  of  its  lawyers  in  2019, 
which was again unsupported by 
required documents. 

(From Page 1)

OFFICIALS: Resignations

to “galvanize government once 
again into governing.”

“So i t  i s  tha t  sense  of 
urgency…. Again, it is that unity 
that we bring people together 
and we are bringing it, [bringing] 
people together for a reason 
and the reason is not ourselves, 
it’s not our families, but it’s our 
community, it’s our country, it’s 
our people. That, I think, we have 
returned into government. I think 
that’s the most important thing,” 
he said.

The President also said that in 
his first 100 days in office, he had 
been able to “put out fires,” citing 
long-running issues, particularly 
in agriculture. He is concurrently 
the secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture.

Marcos  flexed  his  economic 
team to exemplify how he 
was able to “find the best and 
brightest to help and to serve 
in government.” The current 
administration’s economic team 
is headed by Finance Secretary 
Benjamin Diokno, former Central 
Bank governor and one-time 
budget chief of Duterte. Marcos’ 
Cabinet is a mix of technocrats 
and political allies, although his 
economic team, in particular, 
has been praised even by some 
skeptics.

The second Marcos president 
ran  in  2022  as  the  de  facto 

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. speaks at the President’s Night 
organized by the Manila Overseas Press Club.

MARCOS: 1st 100 days
(From Page 1) administration and continuity 

candidate, even if he never got 
the explicit endorsement of then-
president Rodrigo Duterte. Still, 
his  running-mate  in  2022 was 
now-Vice President Sara Duterte, 
the eldest daughter of the former 
president.

In  the  2022  campaign,  both 
Marcos and Sara Duterte made 
promises to continue the gains 
of the Duterte administration, 
without necessarily making 
concrete commitments that a 
Marcos administration would be 
a mere continuation of a Duterte 
administration.

For instance, Marcos made 
explicit the promise to continue 
Duterte’s flagship “Build, Build, 
Build” program. It’s since been 
renamed to “Build, Better, More” 
– a not-so-subtle nod to Marcos’ 
nickname, “BBM.”

But he’s different in major 
policies – the country’s attitude 
towards the United States and the 
“drug war,” among others.

Marcos, unlike Duterte, has 
embraced the US as a crucial 
partner, even remarking in a recent 
US visit that he could not imagine 
a future of the Philippines without 
the US. He has also promised 
a shift in the campaign against 
illegal drugs, with emphasis on 
preventing addiction and helping 
“heal” those who already have 
drug dependence issues. 

We’re just a click away.
www.philpostblog.wordpress.com

MANILA – It’s criticism that’s 
“insensitive” was how Lucas 
Bersamin, former Supreme Court 
chief justice and newly-appointed 
executive secretary, defended 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
from criticism over a weekend trip 
to Singapore to watch a Formula 
1 race. 

Marcos flew  to  the  city-state 
over the weekend to watch the 
resumption of the Singapore 
Grand Prix. The Palace, despite 
repeated queries by reporters, did 
not  officially  inform  the  public 
about the Singapore sojourn, held 
just weeks after Marcos first flew 
there for his second state visit, 
and barely a week after a super 
typhoon ravaged parts of some of 
the Philippines’ most populated 
regions.

“Wala kaming direct knowledge 
kung paano funding niyan (We do 
not have direct knowledge of 
how the trip was funded), but I 
am sure if that was the trip of the 
President, you don’t need to be too 
particular about where the funds 
are sourced because he was still 
performing his role as president 
when he was abroad although that 
was not an official state visit,” said 
Bersamin on Tuesday, October 4, 
on the sidelines of a chit-chat with 
officers of the Malacañang Press 
Corps, or the official organization 
of reporters covering the President 
and the Palace. 

“Now, whether it was a fully 
paid trip or not is irrelevant,” 
added Bersamin. 

Marcos, accompanied by First 
Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos, his 
son  Ilocos  Norte  1st  District 
Representative Sandro Marcos, 

Malacanang defends ‘private time’
of Marcos in Singapore Grand Prix

GRAND PRIX TRIP. President Marcos flew to Singapore to watch 
the reopening of the Grand Prix. In this photo, he’s joined by his 
cousin House Speaker Martin Romualdez (right).

and his cousin House Speaker 
Martin Romualdez, among others, 
watched the Grand Prix during 
what he would later say – in social 
media posts – was a “productive 
weekend.” 

Marcos’ undisclosed visit – 
major presidential activities, 
especially trips abroad, are usually 
disclosed to media and the public 
beforehand – comes as parts of 
the Philippines still reel from 
the effects of Typhoon Karding 
(Noru). It also happens amid 
memories of the excesses of the 
first Marcos presidency – that of 
the current President’s father, the 
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr. 

Malacañang mostly stayed 
mum on the trip, even as photos 
of Marcos and his entourage in 
Singapore went viral on social 
media. It was Press Secretary Trixie 
Cruz-Angeles – who tendered her 
resignation on October 4 – who 
first  acknowledged  the  trip  and 
called it “productive.” 

Marcos’ own acknowledgement 
of the trip – via his social media 
accounts – would come the 
evening  of October  3.  “It  was 
fulfilling to have been invited 
alongside several dignitaries 
and to have met new business 
friends who showed that they are 
ready and willing to invest in the 
Philippines. Will be sharing more 

details on this at a later time,” 
he said, without giving further 
details. 

And while Marcos emphasizes 
the work aspect of the trip, 
Bersamin said the President was 
entitled to “private time.” 

“We cannot be defensive about 
it. I am not going to be defensive 
about it. I would even dismiss 
criticism…. ‘Yun ang insensitive, 
‘yung criticism. (It’s the criticism 
that is insensitive.) You’re entitled 
to your own private time, private 
moments. If you have to do 
something, you should not be 
impacted by others who may not 
agree with you,” said Bersamin. 

Asked if Marcos’ trip violated 
laws that say government officials 
should “lead modest lives,” 
among other things, Bersamin 
said: “Alam mo, ating President 
naging matinee idol na (You 
know our President has turned 
into a matinee idol). His presence 
in an event like that, it will be 
appreciated. It’s not immodest, 
it’s not contrary to morals. Private 
time ‘yan.”

Bersamin ,  l ike  Marcos , 
could not tell reporters what the 
Philippines gained from the trip, 
instead saying it was “too soon for 
us to tell.” He also insisted that 
the “trip [was] undertaken for the 
interests of the Philippines.” 
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Campaigning through the 
eyes of a blind candidate

WEST COVINA – By any 
account, running for public office 
is a grueling process. It involves 
solidifying a platform, developing 
messaging strategies, building an 
operational infrastructure, rallying 
for individual and organizational 
support, coordinating a decisive 
ground-game strategy, raising 
funds,  speaking at  events, 
mingling in and among crowds, 
going door to door,  being 
nimble enough to respond to 
the unexpected, and undertaking 
many other tasks.

Because of all this, the casual 
observer may wonder about how 
a candidate with a disability 
manages the rigors of all that such 
campaigning entails.

“It’s a question that I know 
may be on people’s minds,” 
said attorney and former White 
House Domestic Policy Council 
Associate Director Ollie Cantos, 
District 4 candidate for West 
Covina City Council ,  who 
happens to be blind.

“Sometimes, folks wonder 
how I do what I do, especially 
since blindness is not typically 
a part of their life experience. 
I don’t mind people asking 
questions, provided that the main 
focus is on my qualifications and 
platform. After all, when it comes 
to the bottom line, I am eager for 
residents to see how I may serve 
them directly.”

Blind or visually impaired 
individuals holding elected 
office is not unprecedented.  
Past leaders have been from 
both major political parties and 
include Former U.S. Senator 
Thomas P. Gore of Oklahoma 
(distant relative of former Vice 
President Al Gore), former Kansas 
Assemblyman Richard ‘Dick’ 
Edland, former Minnesota State 
Representative and now State 
Senator Torrey Westrom, former 
Washington State Senator and 
later former Lieutenant Governor 
Cyrus Habib, and former New 
York Lieutenant Governor and 
later Governor David Paterson.

 Ollie believes that disability is 
a mere characteristic as incidental 
as one’s height or hair color.

“We may do things differently 
than others, but those alternative 
approaches are nevertheless just 
as effective.”

Using a white cane that is more 
than  63  inches  high  –  though 
Ollie is not able to see – he is 
able to navigate a variety of 
situations. Whether canvassing 
from home to home, casually 
walking through neighborhoods, 
going through large crowds, or 

making his way through other 
public spaces, he is able to manage 
on his own. When traveling by 
car, he typically rides with other 
campaign team members. When 
heading alone to a destination, 
Uber or accessible paratransit 
services are also available options.

A senior Federal Government 
official, he has approached 
campaigning with the same 
intensity in which he pursues 
every other endeavor that he has 
conquered in life.

“When my husband and I 
raised Ollie,” said Linda Cantos, 
candidate’s mother, “we treated 
him like everyone else, because 
we  wou ld  have  the  same 
expectations of him even if he 
could see normally. Life is about 
high expectations,” she added. 
“Without them, we limit our 
potential dramatically.”

teve Herfert, former West 
Covina Mayor, who endorsed 
Cantos, recently, agrees. “Having 
served on City Council for more 
than 25 years, I have seen firsthand 
what it takes to lead this City. 
I expect a lot out of Ollie as he 

demands the best of himself.”
The campaign trail is intense 

indeed. Using assistive technology 
on his iPhone, he reads materials 
via VoiceOver speech output. 
He also makes heavy use of his 
device’s dictation feature.  A 
self-described grammarian, he 
takes care to ensure that he writes 
with precision when composing 
emails, putting up posts on 
Facebook and other social media, 
drafting web content, and crafting 
language for other documents. 
When canvassing with his 
parents, he serves as navigator, 
using his phone’s Maps feature, 
supplemented by voice output that 
gives street-by-street directions. 
In addition, like others, he uses 
a computer, complete with the 
Microsoft Suite.

Ollie Cantos has also assembled 
a team of volunteers who focus on 
ensuring that his web content 
at http://www.OllieCantos.com is 
both electronically compatible 
with assistive technology and is 
otherwise functional for end users.

On the physical campaign trail, 
when visiting residents, Orlando 

Ollie Cantos, chairman of ‘RespectAbility’s’ Board of Directors and attorney mentor for the Ameri-
can Bar Association Commission on Disability Rights, is a driving force in reshaping intersectional 
visibility (web image).

WC City Council 4th District candidate Ollie Cantos moved to 
Washington DC in 2002 to become general counsel and director of 
programs for the American Association of People with Disability 
(web image).

Kickoff campaign on July 23: Born blind, Ollie Cantos manages 
the rigors that campaigning blind entails. (Photo courtesy of Steve 
Herfert)

Ollie joins West Covina’s Parade of Filipino American Heroes 
(Photo courtesy of Steve Herfert)

Cantos, the candidate’s father, 
verbally provides supplementary 
information such as “doorbell to 
the left” or “branch at eye level 
to the right.” This enhances speed 
even more as they keep a hectic 
schedule.

“My own fa the r  was  a 
congressman back in Batangas, 
our  home province in  the 
Philippines,” the elder Cantos 
said. “As Ollie gets involved by 
running for office like he is doing, 
it brings back old memories while 
rekindling how it felt to meet so 
many people from every walk 
of life.”

Through a comprehensive 
turnkey process that  Oll ie 
deve loped ,  t he  campa ign 
documents interactions with 
voters to ensure that everyone’s 
concerns are noted and acted upon 
accordingly.

 “Ollie began campaigning 
in early July,” Herfert recalls. 
“As he greeted residents at the 
door of their house, his genuine 
introduction was always the same 
‘How can I be of support?’ The 
responses were amazing.  People 
who never had seen a candidate 
at their doorstep expressed shock 
and then communicated issues of 
concern ranging from a crack in 
the sidewalk to far bigger issues 
relating to public safety.  It was an 

eye-opening experience for him, 
but he was up to the challenge.”

These days, having a solid 
online presence has also been 
important. For that reason, 
campaign team embers select 
and review images to lend a 
critical eye to ensuring that visual 
elements match intended themes.

Surprising to some, though, 
Ollie taught himself how to do 
selfie videos, so this skill has come 
in handy. He learned techniques 
through much trial and error back 
in  2013,  and  put  together  the 
“Ollie Cantos Visionary Series,” 
presently consisting of videos 
covering more  than  30  topics. 
These videos were often self-
recorded as he walked in the 
community and crossed streets, all 
the while, using his cane.

When asked about his campaign 
as a whole, he said, “I am grateful 
for the energetic and enthusiastic 
supporters literally from 14 to 93 
who have dedicated their time, 
talents, skills, and/or treasure to 
our campaign. Their contributions 
have been invaluable and, as 
we keep coalescing around a 
united message of results through 
collective action, WE will be 
victorious! It will pave the way 
for all the good to come!”

Community members wishing 
to show support may text “Ollie 
Run” to (626) 597-2987.

League of California Cities 
President Ali Sajjad Taj has 
announced his chair and vice 
chair  appointments  for  the 2023 
policy committees. 

The leadership appointments 
set the stage for the committees’ 
work, which begins in January 
when they hold their first meetings. 
The work of the committees lays 
the foundation for Cal Cities’ 
strong, year-round advocacy on 
behalf of cities.

Cal Cities’ policymaking 
process creates a platform for 
city leaders to discuss the top 
issues facing California’s cities 
and establish the organization’s 
policy directions. 

Over 400 city officials serve on 
policy committees and add their 
collective expertise, wisdom, and 
opinions to the organization. Policy 
committee recommendations are 
forwarded to the Cal Cities Board 
of Directors for action.

The appointments are as 
follows:

Housing, Community, and 
Economic Development

Council Member Dan Wright, 
Stockton (Chair)

Council Member Yvonne 
Martinez Beltran, Morgan Hill 
(Vice Chair) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Communications, and Public 

Cal Cities policy panel
chairs, vice chairs named

Works
Council Member Priya Bhat-

Batel, Carlsbad (Chair)
Mayor Colleen Wallace, 

Banning (Vice Chair) 
Community Services
Council  Member Jacque 

Casillas, Corona (Chair)
Vice Mayor Holly Tillman, 

Clayton (Vice Chair)
Environmental Quality
Vi c e  M a y o r  J e n n i f e r 

Cavenaugh, Piedmont (Chair)
Counc i l  Member  I l l ece 

Buckley Weber, Agoura Hills 
(Vice Chair)

Public Safety
Mayor Ray Marquez, Chino 

Hills (Chair)
Council Member Claudia 

Marroquin-Frometa, Downey 
(Vice Chair)

Governance, Transparency, 
and Labor Relations

Assistant City Manager Elisa 
Cox, Rancho Cucamonga (Chair)

Counc i l  Member  Frank 
Yokoyama, Cerritos (Vice Chair)

Revenue and Taxation
Council Member Charles 

Bourbeau, Atascadero (Chair)
Council  Member Kuldip 

Thusu, Dinuba (Vice Chair)
All  Cal  Cit ies  members 

appointed to a policy committee 
will be notified by the end of 
December. 

www.philpostblog. wordpress.com
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Did you enter the US 
using a different name?

BREAKING NEWS
New Regulation will make it 

easier to immigrate
The Biden Administration 

will release a regulation by 
December 2022, making it easier 
to immigrate for people who have 
taken public benefits.   The public 
charge under Trump era will be 
revised significantly.

N-400  Appl icat ion  for 
Naturalization

The USCIS  is now giving 
priorities to application for 
naturalization .  The reason is 
obviously to allow qualified 
immigrants to vote in the coming 
midterm and presidential election.  
There are cases when the waiting 
time is only six months compared 
to prior years.  Pres. Biden is 
encouraging  all  qualified  to file 
for naturalization.  This is a rare 
opportunity that all qualified 
should take advantage of.   

DACA reinstated 
Pres. Biden reiterated to 

renew the DACA processing as 
of August 31, 2022

Arrest  and removal  of 
undocumented is now up to the 
discretion of ICE officer

US Supreme Court did not 
allow Pres. Biden to overturn 
the immigration policy of Trump 
with regards to priority in arrest 
and removal.  With increasing 
migrants at the border White 
House is now requiring ICE 
to deport more migrants under 
political pressure.   It is now a 
decision to be made by the ICE 
officer which could include arrest 
of anyone who is undocumented.  
It is time to work on your green 
card now.

Did you enter the U.S. using 
a different name? 

If you entered the United 
States using a different name or 
committed a crime elsewhere 
then you need a waiver of 
inadmissibility under Form I-601 
so that you can process your green 
card.  

Q : W h a t  g r o u n d s  o f 
inadmissibility may be covered 
by a waiver?

A: The following grounds 
of inadmissibility under the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Act (INA) are as follows: health-
related grounds, criminal and 
related grounds, immigrant 
membership in a totalitarian party, 
misrepresentation in immigration 
matters, smugglers, subject to civil 
penalty, and unlawful presence in 
the U.S.  for  at  least  180  days, 
beginning  on  or  after April  1, 
1997, followed by departure from 
the U.S.

Q: How long is the validity of 
the waiver?

A:  If the waiver is granted, then, 
excep t   f o r   K -1   and   K -2 
nonimmigrant’s and conditional 
permanent residents, the grant 
permanently waives fraud or 
willful misrepresentation included 
in the application for purposes of 
any  future  immigration  benefits 
application, whether immigrant 
or nonimmigrant. The waiver 
remains valid even if the person 
later abandons or otherwise loses 
LPR status.

Q: Does the waiver cover all 
grounds of inadmissibility?

A: A waiver applies only to the 
specific grounds of inadmissibility 
and related crimes, events or 
incidents specified in the waiver 
application. If, in the future, 
the applicant is found inadmissible 
for a separate incident of fraud or 
willful  misrepresentation not 
already included in an approved 
waiver application, he or she 
will  be  required  to  file  another 
waiver application. USCIS may 
reconsider an approval of a waiver 
at any time if it is determined 
that the decision has been made 
in error.

Q: What happens if at the 
time of entry, the immigration 
of f icer declares  the  v isa 
holder inadmissible based on 
documentary requirements?

A: If an applicant procured 
an  immigration benefit  by  fraud 
or willful misrepresentation, the 
applicant may also be inadmissible 
f o r  l a c k  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y 
requirements at the time of entry. 
When an applicant is granted 
a waiver for fraud or willful 
misrepresentation, inadmissibility 
based on lack of documentary 
requirements at the time of entry 
is also implicitly waived. 

Q: Can you give an example 
of the above?

A: For example, an applicant 
misrepresents a material fact 
during the overseas nonimmigrant 
visa application process. The 
Department of State, however, 
grants her a visa. Later, she applies 
for adjustment of status. During her 
adjustment  interview,  an  officer 
discovers her misrepresentation 
and finds her inadmissible for 
both willful misrepresentation 
and failure to comply with 
documentary requirements. The 
applicant then applies for a waiver 
of inadmissibility for willful 
misrepresentation. Approval 
of the waiver has the effect of 
waiving inadmissibility for willful 
misrepresentation and for the lack 
of a valid visa at the time of entry.

Note: This is not a legal advice 
and presented for information 
purposes only.  If you have 
immigration problems the Law 
Offices of Crispin C. Lozano can 
help you find a solution before 
your problem gets worse which 
could lead to deportation and 
family separation.  

Bankruptcy Basics
• Bankruptcy will actually 

improve your credit within one 
year because your unsecured debts 
are discharged.  Although the 
bankruptcy will be in your records 
for 10 years, not filing bankruptcy 
will make your credit even worse 
until most your debts are paid.

• If you are being sued by your 
creditors, most money judgment 
can be eliminated in bankruptcy.

• Collection actions continue 
and you can be sued if you are in 
debt settlement.

•  Chapter  7  will  eliminate 
all unsecured debts.  If you are 
near retirement age, you must 
eliminate most of your debts.

CLAIM FOR UNPAID 
WAGES

We help our clients recover 
f r o m  e m p l o y e r s  u n p a i d 
minimum wage and overtime.  
Undocumented workers are 
qualified to apply.

CAR ACCIDENTS
Our Law Firm successfully 

settled a car accident for $675,000.  
FAMILY LAW
We also handle uncontested 

DIVORCE.
INCOME TAX PROBLEMS
We can help you if  you 

are under IRS audit, need a 
representation with IRS, need to 

reduce your tax liability or need 
to offer a payment plan to IRS,

SUCCESS STORIES
For the month of September 

2022,  we  received  approval 
from USCIS four naturalization 
applications,  two  Fiancée 
visa petition,  two removals of 
condition on residence and two 
adjustment of status applications.

Note: If you have immigration 
problems write us a letter and we 
will reply to you with no initial 
obligation.  The Law Offices 
of Crispin C. Lozano can help 

you find  a  solution  before  your 
problem gets worse which could 
lead to deportation and family 
separation.  

Chris Caday Lozano, Esq. is 
an active member of the State 
Bar of California, the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association 
and San Francisco Trial Lawyers.  
He practices immigration law, 
bankruptcy and income tax 
preparation since June 1999.  His 
contact phone is 1-877-456-9266, 
email: info@CCLlaw.net Website:  
www.crispinlozanolaw.com/

GLENDALE -- The 14th San 
Fernando Regional Celebration 
of the Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz 
de Manila– the first Filipino Saint 
and Martyr was held on Saturday, 
September 24, and hosted by 
Incarnation Catholic Church, 
Glendale.  

The event was graced with the 
presence of Most Rev. Roberto 
C. Mallari, D.D., Bishop of the 
Diocese of San Jose Nueva Ecija, 
Philippines, and the Principal 
Celebrant.  

Other concelebrants priests 
were Rev. Fr. Rodel Balagtas, 
Pastor of Incarnation Church, 
Glendale and Priest Liaison 
of the Filipino Ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Rev. 
Fr. Lawrence Joy Santos, Pastor 
in St. Genevieve, Panorama City, 
and President of Filipino Priests’ 
Association of Los Angeles, Fr. 
Ramon Reyes, Associate Pastor 

San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila fiesta in 
Glendale deemed a huge success

Delegations hold procession outside the church.

Bishop Robert Mallari and concelebrant priests hold Mass

in Incarnation Catholic Church, 
Glendale, Fr. Bong Romano 
and Fr. Manny Guico of the 
Diocese of San Jose, Nueva 
Ecija, Fr. Joel Henson – Associate 
Vicar for Clergy, Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, Fr. Joshua Alvero, 
Chaplain at VA Medical Center, 
and Fr. Orly Sunga  from the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco. 

The Deacons were Dominic 
Pontrelli, Michael Morgan, Jaime 
Abrera, and Jonson Mallari.

The message conveyed by 
Bishop Mallari to the congregation 
is to be a ‘catechist to others,’ as 
San Lorenzo Ruiz was a catechist 
himself and because of him the 
Catholic Bishop of the Philippines 
declared September a catechetical 
month.   

There  were  more  than  500 
people who celebrated the event. 
It started with a procession outside 
the church while reciting the 

rosary  led  by  2000 Hail Marys 
Prayer Group, followed by the 
different parishes and religious 
organizations and ministries of 
San Fernando Region.  

Preceding the Mass inside 
the church, was the welcoming 
remarks of the Overall Chair Ben 
Aranda, followed by a liturgical 
dance by Dancers for Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph, then the monologue 
of the life of San Lorenzo Ruiz 
by Jose “Jeion” Aquino and the 
prayer to San Lorenzo Ruiz by 
Asuncion Lim.

At the end of the Mass, Fr. 
Rodel extended his appreciation 
to the Incarnation Church (INCA) 
Altar Society, Altar Servers,  
Art & Environment Ministry, 
Gree te rs -Ushers ,  Lec tors -
Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Media & Technology Ministry, 
Musicians, and Sacristans.  
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Building alliances is key for Fil-Am 
candidates in Carson Nov. 8 elections
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Questions and
Reflections
By Jeffrey Ring
and Thelma Sugay

Dear T and J:
I watched your past episode 

about the subway in NY.  Thanks 
to the mixed martial artist who 
came to the rescue of the senior, 
everything turned out OK.  

Then I quickly realized it was 
the same man, who during my last 
visit to NY, also harassed me on 
the subway platform.  Although I 
managed to escape unscathed, I 
think I am just fortunate that my 
tall and physical build probably 
scared him a bit.  You see, I’m 6 
feet tall and weigh about 200 lbs.  

I was not certain though if it 
was a case of a mental health issue 
so I decided to just ignore him and 
walk away as fast as I could.  Hope 
I did just fine.  

Although now I wonder if I 
reported this hate incident of name 
calling and Asian slurs if I could 
have prevented this other incident 
altogether.

A: Thank you for writing in 
about your experience in New 
York.  It sounds like you have been 
thinking back on the harassment 
you experienced and trying to 
make sense of what happened 
and the appropriateness of your 
response.  

This is important work.  The 
world will be a better place if each 
of us gets more practice in self-
reflection  about  our  similarities 
and differences, biases, and our 
role in making a safer and more 
inclusive world.  

Your question about whether to 
and how to intervene in the face 
of hate and harassment is not an 
easy one to answer.  

Each situation is different.  
Each of us is different.  We must 
always be sure that safety is 
of paramount importance and 
consideration.  No one wins if 
someone is physically injured.  

In past articles, we described 
the 5 D’s of bystander intervention 
when we witness maltreatment.  
They inc lude  Dis t rac t ion , 
Delegation, Documentation, 
Delay and Direct.  

You can read more about 
them at https://righttobe.org/
guides/bystander-intervention-
training/ and even receive 
fantastic online training from 
the organization, Right to Be.  In 
fact, they offer an online training 
entitled “Bystander Intervention 
to Stop Anti-Asian/American and 
Xenophobic Harassment” though 
it will already have been offered 
before our publication date.  
Certainly, other such webinars 
will be offered in the future.

O u r  f o c u s  e x t e n d s  t o 
the important work we must 

do as upstanding community 
members even before hate crimes 
and harassment occur or are 
encountered.  

It is important that each of 
us looks inside ourselves and 
works with our own biases and 
stereotypes in an effort to truly see 
and appreciate others for who they 
are, not just who we imagine…or 
fear…they might be.

Anu Gupta, a lawyer, educator 
and advocate in NY offers us 
a pathway to do the work of 
decreasing our biases that he calls 
PRISM. 

P is for Perspective-Taking 
which entails imagining other 
people’s experiences as a way of 
deepening human connection

R is for pRosocial Behavior 
which is cultivating kindness, 
empathy, optimism, gratitude 
and joy

I is for Individuation in which 
we look closely at the individual, 
not just guessing who they might 
be based on the group we perceive 
they are a member of

S  i s  f o r  S t e r e o t y p e 
Replacement in which we turn 
down the prominence of our 
instant judgments of other and 
pay close attention to getting 
exposed to individuals who are not 
representative of our stereotypes, 
thus challenging our thinking

M is for Mindfulness which 
can be practiced and developed.  It 
is the art of being in the moment, 
as fully as possible, and not 
getting distracted by our thinking 
that detracts from our experience.  

You can learn more at https://
bemorewithanu.thinkific.com/

In the example you provided in 
your letter, it will be important to 
work on our biases or expectations 
that unhoused individuals are all 
dangerous and/or mentally ill.  
This is clearly not a true statement 
and will serve only to create fear, 
distancing, and potential hostility.  

If we spend time cultivating 
joy, gratitude and the beauty of 
appreciating the present moment, 
we hope that negative and fearful 
stereotypes can fall away.  

This does not mean one 
should not be vigilant for safety, 
of course.  But how do we 
as community members do a 
better job being vigilant for the 
well-being of everyone in the 
community, including those who 
have been impacted by racism, 
poverty, rejection, humiliation 
and isolation?   

This is the precious food for 
thought that you raise in your 
letter, and we are grateful for what 
you have shared.

Safety is paramount
in any hate situation

THERE ARE many Filipinos 
running for office  in  the general 
elections  on  November  8  in 
Southern California. Among 
them are Artesia Mayor Melissa 
Ramoso, former West Covina 
Mayor Letty Lopez Viado (2nd 
District) ,  Ollie Cantos (4th 
District, West Covina), former 
Claremont Mayor Jed Leano, 
former Bellflower Mayor Sonny 
Santa Ines, and Stephanie Loredo 
(Culver City school board).

But the situation in the City 
of Carson, long the bastion of 
Filipino-American empowerment 
in Southern California, is unique 
in the sense that of the four 
candidates for two Council seats, 
three are Filipinos and the fourth 
a longtime city official whose 
main political support comes from 
Filipino voters.

Running for the 2nd District 
Counc i l  s ea t  i s  l ong t ime 
community leader and parks 
and recreation commissioner 
Oscar Ramos, pitted against 
former Mayor and current 
Councilmember Jim Dear, who 
is a common sight in major 
Filipino events along with his 
Filipina partner Public Relations 
Commissioner Monette Gavino.

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  d i s t r i c t , 
Councilmember Arleen Bocatija 
Rojas, who was elected only last 
December to serve the remaining 
portion of Mayor Lula Davis-
Holmes’ term, is running for 
reelection against Fred Docdocil, 
who is president of the Philippine 
Independence Day Foundation 
tha t  organizes  the  annual 
Philippine Independence Day in 
Carson and is currently a planning 
commissioner.

Docdocil and Ramos are 
being endorsed by Mayor Davis-
Holmes, along with City Clerk 
Dr. Khaleah Bradshaw and City 
Treasurer Monica Cooper, who 
are running for reelection.

The 2nd District and 4th District 
races certainly put Filipino voters 
in a bind on November 8 as they 
have to choose between two 
outstanding Filipino community 
leaders in District 4, and a 
longtime public servant against a 
veteran city official who has been 
close to the Filipino community.

The Filipino vote would 
certainly be split ,  but that 
doesn’t matter much because 
whoever wins assures Filipino 
representation in the City Council. 
The four candidates will now have 
to woo the other major ethnic 
voting blocs to win, such as the 
African-Americans, the Latinos, 
the Samoans, Asians and the 
Whites.

This is where alliances are 
important. In Carson, which is 
one of the most diverse cities in 
Southern California, alliances 
have always been the mode for 
candidates to ensure a win. 

For many years,  Carson 
candidates have been “horse 
trading,” meaning, for example, 
that you ensure Filipino support for 
an African-American candidate 
in return for that ethnic bloc’s 
support. Because the population 
is so diverse, one cannot hope to 
win with just the support of fellow 
members of his or her minority 
bloc.

And that’s what makes the race 
between Rojas and Docdocil more 

Arleen Bocatija-Rojas Frederick Docdocil

Jim Dear Oscar Ramos

interesting. Rojas is married to a 
Latino and could get some support 
there, although not assured of 
full support because she is being 
supported by Dear, who is not 
exactly a friend of Latino leaders 
like former Mayor Albert Robles 
and Isa Pulido, who lost to Rojas 
in the special council election last 
year and who is now running for 
city treasurer.

Docdocil, on the other hand, 
is being supported by African-
American leaders like Mayor 
David-Holmes, City Clerk Dr. 
Khaleah Bradshaw and City 
Treasurer Monica Cooper, among 
others. 

Rojas and Docdocil have to 
work extra hard to get the support 
of the other ethnic groups to 
gain the upper hand and emerge 
victorious on November 8.

Rojas  is  a  31-year  LAPD 
officer who was the first Filipina-
American LAPD officer. She 
became the first Filipina to win a 
Carson Council seat in almost 20 
years since Lorelei Olaes served 
one term and retired from politics 
completely at a very young age. 
She has been very active in the 
Filipino community since her 
victory and is a recipient of at least 
two front liner awards.

Like Docdocil, Rojas is an 
active member and is secretary 
of the Philippine Independence 
Day Foundation (PIDF). She is 
involved in many community 
organizations, such as the Los 
Angeles Filipino Association 
of City Employees (LAFACE), 
Filipino Community of Carson 
(FCC) and the National Federation 
of Filipino American Associations 
(NaFFAA).

Aside from the PIDF, where 
he  i s  cur rent ly  pres ident , 
Docdocil is President Emeritus 

and co-founder of the Filipino-
American Chamber of Commerce 
of Southbay Los Angeles Area 
(FACC-SLAA), treasurer of the 
FilipinoYoung Leaders Program 
(FYLPRO), executive board 
member of the Coalition of 
Filipino American Chambers 
of Commerce (COFACC), and 
Household Head & Speaker for 
Couples for Christ SoCal Chapter 
B-1 (CfC), among others.

Ramos is a veteran of the 
US Air Force and the California 
Air National Guard. He is a 
current member of the Park, 
Recreation, and Cultural Art 
commission, and served in 
multiple commissions, including 
Citywide Advisory, Beautification 
and Bully Prevention. He was 
the former overall chairman of 
Philippines Independence Day 
Planning Committee (precursor 
of the PIDF, I suppose) from 2006 
to 2010, and the Vice President of 
the Pilipino-American Alliance 
(PAA).

Jim Dear was first  elected  to 
the Carson City Council in March 
2001. He went on to win a special 
election in March 2004 to become 
Mayor of the City of Carson. He 
was re-elected Mayor to serve a 
full four-year term in the March 
2005 General Election. Dear was 
re-elected  in March  2009  and 
again in 2013 to another four-year 
term of office as Mayor. Dear was 
reelected to the City Council in 
November 2018 and is currently 
serving as the Mayor Pro Tem.

Carson politics has always 
fascinated me. It offers a dynamic 
atmosphere where there is no room 
for complacency as shown by the 
frequent change of leadership. As 
I said, it is a matter of building 
alliances, the very foundation of 
politics.

www.philpostblog.wordpress.com
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LOS ANGELES – A longtime 
education advocate is seeking 
to become the first Filipina to 
be elected to a school board on 
Los Angeles’ Westside in the 
November 8 elections.

Stephanie Loredo, a marketing 
executive who has been active in 
numerous activities in the Culver 
City Unified School District  for 
many years now, is running to 
become a member of the Culver 
City School Board and has been 
endorsed by the Pilipino American 
Los Angeles Democrats (PALAD) 
and several elected former and 
current  Fi l ipino American 
officials, Culver City officials 
and community groups.

PALAD, the oldest Asian 
American and Pacific Islander 
Democratic club in Los Angeles, 
determines its endorsements 
based on candidates’ commitment 
to support the Filipino American 
and Asian American communities 
and their alignment with the 
values held both by PALAD and 
the Democratic Party platform. 

Filipino elected officials in 
Southern California who have 
endorsed Loredo are Artesia 
M a y o r  M e l i s s a  R a m o s o , 
Cerritos Council Member Frank 
Yokoyama, Sierra Madre Council 
Member Rachelle Arizmendi, 
and former Cerritos Mayor Mark 
Pulido. 

They joined other endorsers, 
such as Culver City Democratic 
Club and Wests ide  Young 
Democrats, and local elected 
officials,  including Culver City 
Mayor Daniel Lee, former Culver 
City Mayor Meghan Sahli-Wells, 
and the majority of the current 
school board. 

Stephanie has been a volunteer 
in numerous school district 
working groups advancing 
efforts on equity, inclusion and 
sustainability. She is a member 
of the Culver City Unified School 
District (CCUSD) Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) 
Partner Advisory Committee, 
which  dr ives  fund ing  fo r 
marginalized student groups), 
and is part  of the CCUSD 
Inclusive Practices Administrative 
Regulations Committee and 
the CCUSD Equity Advisory 
Committee. She is involved with 
many other groups.

“Filipino and Asian Americans 
are underrepresented on the 
Boards of Education of the public 
school districts. More than 12% 
of California K-12  students  are 
of Asian descent, yet only 4% of 
school board trustees are Asian 
American,” Loredo said in a press 
statement. 

Los Angeles County is home 
to the largest Filipino population 
outside of the Philippines and 
it   serves  more  than  30,000 
students who identify as Filipino. 
Stephanie would be the first 
Filipina American elected to a 
school board on the Westside 
in LA.

“I am running because I 
want to help Culver City public 
schools build a culture of care 
that embraces the fullness of our 
community members’ humanity. 
I want to develop an environment 
where everyone feels safe, 
heard, validated and supported 
to achieve,” Loredo told the 

Loredo vying to become
first Fil-Am school board 
member in LA Westside

By Val G. Abelgas

Philippine Post. 
“Publ ic  schools  are  the 

foundational elements that 
promote  thr iv ing ,  hea l thy 
communities. When families 
participate in nurturing school 
climates with resources to be the 
best version of themselves, they 
generate positive energy and good 
will that is channeled to others in 
their schools and beyond,” she 
added.

“My vision for Culver City 
public schools is a culture of 
care that empowers students, 
families, faculty, and staff to 
thrive. This requires strengthening 
our achievement, belonging, and 
community – the pillars that 
support a culture of care,” Loredo 
said.

Loredo said the school board 
must collaborate with all the 
stakeholders to accomplish this by 
“providing differentiated student 
support systems and improving 
the recruitment, training, and 
retent ion of  qual i f ied and 
culturally competent staff.”

“I also want to strengthen all 
students’ sense of belonging, 
pa r t i cu l a r ly  marg ina l i zed 
communities such as those with 
disabilities, LGBTQ+, Black 
& Brown folks, and create a 
reporting framework to interrupt 
and prevent bias and harassment 
incidents. Furthermore, we can 
establish programs that maintain 
sustainable, safe, clean school 
facilities and keep them in good 
repair,” she added.

Loredo, who graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Women’s Studies, concentration 
in Asian Descent, minor in 
Asian American Studies, has 
been involved in many local 
community causes, including, 
among others, Walk ‘n Rollers 
and Nourish LA.

She is also a CCMS Girls 
Lacrosse volunteer coach. When 
her children were at El Rincon 
Elementary School, Stephanie 
served as Walk to School Day 
chairperson. She expanded her 
advocacy as a member of the 
Culver City Safe Routes to 
School Committee, working 
with stakeholders from local 
school sites, the school board, 
city council, and Public Works 
Department to address safe and 
sustainable school travel.

Ra i sed  i n  New Je r sey, 
Stephanie is a self-starter who 
values character and diversity 
of thought in all aspects of life. 

Stephanie Loredo speaks to 
supporters

Los Angeles Mayor Gil Garcetti 
(above) and LA County Super-
visor Hilda Solis (right photo) 
presented plaques of apprecia-
tion to the founders of Historic 
Filipinotown Neighborhood 
Association, led by its president 
Cecilia Ramos, last Sunday, 
Oct. 2, during the Historic 
Filipinotown Festival held at 
Burlington School in Historic 
Filipinotown in Los Anggeles.

Historic Filipinotown 
Neighborhood 

Association honored

Stop Asian Hate
rally in Van Nuys

Anti-Asian hate activists stage 
a rally in front of the Van Nuys 
Superior Court to show support 
for the Roque family after the 
hearing against Nicholas Weber, 
who is charged with hate crime 
against the family. At right, 
broadcaster Thelma Sugay 
interviews Consul Francis May-
nard Maleon who attended the 
hearing on behalf of the Philip-
pine Cnsulate General.

METROPOLITAN FASHION WEEK. Filipino international fashion and celebrity designer David 
Tupaz waves to the audience after presenting his latesty creation during the Metropolitan Fashion 
Week in Los Angeles on Sept. 29-Oct. 1. Among tbose who attended the event were blogger Celia 
Sabino, fashion photographer Jophel Morales Huffman, ManilaUp publisher and editor Sonia Ber-
mejo, fashion writer Faith LeMasters, fahsion designer Zac Cadwallader and fashion columnist/
blogger Grace Aguilar.

PHOTOS BY NICANOR B. ARRIOLA

MISS UNIVERSE VISITS O SKIN MEDSPA. Miss Universe Harnaaz Kaur Sandhu visited the O’ 
Skin Medspa at Cerritos Mall on Sept. 29. Left photo: Realtor Charles Lawrence Chamorro, O’ Skin 
Medspa owner Olivia Quico-Co and Cecil Wong Chung. At right photo, Miss Sandhu and Olivia Co 
with the medspa staff.
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things change, they are likely to 
respond, “How? I have a shift 
job and only get a half hour for 
lunch.”

In Florida, Black Voters Matter 
and Common Cause challenged 
unfair election maps because 
Black and Latino election districts 
were cut in half. One lawsuit 
contends the maps obliterated 
Florida’s 5th Congressional 
District by splitting its Black 
population into four congressional 
districts. Plaintiffs contend that it 
eliminates three Democratic seats 
and transforms two previously 
compet i t ive  d i s t r i c t s  in to 
Republican-leaning seats.

In another Florida case, 
Common Cause v. Lee, plaintiffs 
claim the new election maps 
reduce the number of Black 
opportunity districts from four 
to two.

“Those cases are still being 
fought in state and federal courts,” 
said Kira Romero-Craft, director 
of legal strategy for Demos. She 
said civil rights groups won a 
lawsuit against an anti-voter law, 
SB 90. The  law was  an  attempt 
to keep minorities away from the 
polls in 2022 because they came 
out to vote in unprecedented 
numbers in 2020.

SB  90  outlawed  ballot  drop 
boxes and made it a misdemeanor 
to offer people water or food 
while waiting to vote. Civil rights 
groups  sued  in March  2021.  It 
took a year, but in a recent 288-
page decision the federal court 
in the northern district of Florida 
found for the plaintiffs on most of 
their claims.

“It was really remarkable given 
that in this state the legislature 
and the Governor have been 
activist, meaning they are going 
after anyone who is challenging 
the system or the legislature,” 
Romero-Craft said.

Closing down polling stations  
Afraid their candidates couldn’t 

win a fair election, in the 13 states 
once covered by the preclearance 
provision of the Voting Rights 

Act, Republicans closed down 
1,688  polling  stations  between 
2012 and 2018.

Election  officials  say  fewer 
centralized polls save money. 
But it makes casting a vote harder 
for people with disabilities, for 
working people, and for people 
who don’t drive. Activists say 
election officials like things that 
way.

Earlier this year Lincoln 
County, Georgia, tried to shut 
down all but one of its polling 
locations. Only one third of 
voters in that county own a car 
and fewer polling places mean 
longer travel times and longer 
lines waiting to vote.

“There has been an increase in 
unnecessary closures of polling 
places and blaming it on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA),” said Michele Bishop, 
an organizer with the National 
Disability Rights Network in 
Washington.

In  2018,  election  officials 
in Randolph County, Georgia, 
closed 80% of all polling places, 
Bishop noted. They claimed it was 
because they were inaccessible 
under ADA regulations.

Randolph County election 
officials could have made 
accommodations to comply with 
the ADA like relocating polling 
places, but they didn’t bother.  

“Taking away a polling place 
entirely in no way makes voting 
more accessible for people with 
disabilities or any voter,” Bishop 
said. Another problem is that 

precinct workers sometimes bar 
them from having assistance if 
they’re blind or can’t walk, even 
though having help is a legal right. 
Overall,  some  6%  of  disabled 
voters – as many as 4-5 million 
people – find voting barriers 
impossible to surmount, Bishop 
says.

The Brennan Center has been 
tracking anti-voter legislation 
in every state. One out of three 
restrictive voter laws passed in the 
last  decade were  passed  in  2021 
and election deniers introduced 
many of them.

“We’re seeing election deniers 
running for office as election 
officials and we’re seeing election 
deniers being recruited to be poll 
workers and to be poll watchers,” 
said Sean Morales-Doyle, director 
of Brennan’s Democracy Program.

In response the Brennan Center 
put out an election guide that 
shows the safeguards in place 
to prevent rogue poll workers 
from causing major disruption to 
elections. “Every state has these in 
place,” he said.

E l e c t i o n  d e n i a l ,  r a c i a l 
discrimination, voter suppression 
– these are the hallmarks of an 
authoritarian cloud Trump has cast 
over the American landscape that 
threatens our collective future.

On  November  3,  2022  the 
Democrats will likely lose five 
seats in the House, according to 
FiveThirtyEight political analyst 
Nate Cohn. But he’s been wrong 
before.

(From Page 5)
ELECTIONS: Gerrymandering woes

of sophisticated scammers and 
syndicates will swarm over the 
Office of the President, the OVP, 
the DepEd, and elsewhere in 
government there are parked CFs 
and IFs.

Door  3  is  the  unexamined 
agency system for approval, 
disbursement, and reporting for 
confidential and intelligence 
funds. There must be ultimate 
oversight by Congress, but it is 
worrisome when Lagman laments 
that “The Commission on Audit 
informed this chamber that 
although it makes a post-audit of 
confidential and intelligence funds 
disbursement, it could not disclose 
the results of such audits because 
of the nature of confidentiality of 
said funds.”

Door 4 refers to the evidence 
of the results, variously packaged 
into project outputs, program 
outcomes, and societal impacts. 
The results will be invisible, 
intangible, mythical, or occult, as 
befits  the  purported  clandestine 

nature of the funded activities. 
The sheer amount of the CFs and 
IFs will involve a huge network 
of individuals, the larger the more 
difficult to exact accountability.

Door 5 refers to the profligacy 
and impunity that anticipatory 
deodorant mechanisms will beget. 
The confidential funds themselves 
can be used to erase accountability 
and  pub l i c  pe rcep t ion  o f 
impropriety. Worse, they can 
defeat congressional attempts at 
oversight and eventually the short 
arm of the justice system.

These multiple doors to 
corruption are matched only by the 
shoddiness with which Congress 
has  approved  the  P5.3  trillion 
budget. It bespeaks the persuasive 
power of private congressional 
expectations embedded into the 
budget. This is not the way to 
inspire a nation to rise above the 
debacles and disasters that have 
been visited on this land. So 
early, the doors to the operational 
and moral bankruptcy of this 
administration have swung wide 
open.

(From Page 4)
CORRUPTION: Confidential

FILIPINO-AMERICAN 
beauty queen R’Bonney Gabriel 
will be representing the United 
States in the Miss Universe 2022 
pageant after she bested 49 other 
candidates in the recently held 
Miss USA competition.

Gabriel, the first Filipino-
American to have won the title, 
inherited the crown from Miss 
USA  2021  Elle  Smith  in  the 
pageant held on Oct. 3, as seen in 
a clip on Miss USA’s Instagram 
page on Oct. 5.

“ I t ’s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a n 
inc red ib le  year !”  i t  sa id . 
Gabriel, who is also a fashion 
designer, made history in July 
as well after she became the first 
Asian-American to claim the Miss 
Texas USA title.

Miss USA R’Bonney Gabriel

Fil-Am beauty queen
crowned Miss USA 

Prior to the competition’s finals 
night, Gabriel spoke about how 
the pageant reflects her as well as 
her fellow contestants’ dedication 
and the effort they exerted to 
“push past their comfort zones.”

“[It has] been an incredible 
week  in  Reno  with  50  other 
beautiful dynamic women. [It 
is] an honor to be here and I 
feel so inspired by the diversity 
and strength each of my USA 
sisters hold,” she stated. “Forever 
thanking God for this.”

Gabriel will be competing 
against Miss Universe Philippines 
2022 Celeste Cortesi  in  the 71st 
Miss Universe competition, 
which will  be  held  on  Jan.  14, 
2023 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Lagman wants P9.29B confidential funds scrapped

Rep. Edcel Lagman

MANILA— Rep.  Edce l 
Lagman (Albay) is calling for 
the scrapping of the P9.29 billion 
in  “excessive”  confidential  and 
intelligence funds requested by 
several government agencies in 
fear that it may lead to graft and 
corruption within the government. 

“This total amount is much 
bigger than the appropriations 
of many government offices 
and departments, including the 
constitutional commissions 
and  offices,” Lagman  said  in  a 
statement on Monday. The funds 
and how they are spent are not 
subject to audit.

He called out the offices under 
Vice President Sara Duterte for 
having confidential funds — the 
Office  of  the Vice  President  is 

Sen. Koko Pimentel

asking  the government  for P500 
million, while the Department of 
Education that she also heads is 
asking for P150 million. 

Duterte explained that both 
funds will be used independently 
of each other. She also said that 
previous vice presidents also had 
confidential funds, although those 
were in smaller amounts.

The vice president also said 
that the confidential funds for the 
education department would be 
used to maximize the agency’s 
programs “to target specific issues 
and challenges” through “good 
intelligence and surveillance.”

However, Lagman maintained 
that the OVP is “not a surveillance 
agency and has no jurisdiction 
over matters of national security.”

Aside from the OVP, the Office 
of the President under President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is also 
asking  for  P4.6  billion  worth 
of  intelligence  and  confidential 
funds. 

Lagman echoes the sentiments 
of several groups that raised 
concern these funds may further 
breed corruption within the 
government.

Meanwhile, Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel 
III  on Sunday flagged  the P544 
billion lump-sum appropriations 
lodged under the 2023 proposed 
budget of the Department of 
Public Works and Highway 
(DPWH).

Pimentel fears the amount 
could be a “rich source” of pork 
barrel funds.

“What I fear the most is, it 
could be a rich source of pork 
barrel funds,” Pimentel said in a 
statement.

“That is why DPWH should 
disaggregate them and publicize 
the details immediately,” he 
added.

Pimentel said the amount, 
which gives the DPWH “a blanket 
authority to spend,” is equivalent 
to 75 percent of the DPWH’s total 
appropriation.

“This is no small amount,” 
Pimentel stressed, noting that 
the agency got P718.4 billion in 
the proposed 2023 P5.268 trillion 
National Expenditure Program.

“In the spirit of transparency, 
I call on the DPWH to provide 
the details of this huge allocation, 
down to the last centavo, so the 
Senate and the public will be able 
to scrutinize it,” Pimentel said.

Pimentel noted that the lump-
sum funds are mostly lodged 
under the agency’s central office.

Of the P544 billion lump sum 
appropriation,  P213.95  billion 
are allotted for convergence and 
special support programs; P86.18 

billion for asset preservation 
program or road rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and upgrading; 
P113.09  billion  for  network 
development  program;  P21.09 
billion for bridge program; and 
P109 billion for flood management 
program, Pimentel said.

The senator said putt ing 
lump-sums in a budget is an old 
practice that should be avoided.

“Lumang tugtugin na ang 
pagtatago ng bilyun-bilyong lump-
sum,” he said.

(It’s an old thing to do, hiding 
billions of pesos of lump sums.)

“Let’s shun this practice,” 
Pimentel added.
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Lapid, who was gunned down on 
Monday night less than a kilometer 
from his home in Las Piñas City.

“Journalist killings strike at the 
very core of media freedom and 
can create a chilling effect that 
curtails the ability of journalists to 
report news freely and safely,” they 
said in a joint statement on Twitter.

German Ambassador to Manila 
Anke Reiffenstuel, in response to 
the Canada-Netherlands tweet, 
conveyed her full agreement.

“Germany remains committed 
to advocate for freedom of the press 
and of speech. Those responsible 
for this crime must be brought to 
justice,” she said.

The British Embassy in Manila, 
in another post replying to the 
Canada-Netherlands tweet, urged 
Filipino authorities to create a safe 
environment for all journalists in 
the Philippines.

The European Union delegation 
in the Philippines, along with 
the embassies of Denmark and 
France, posted similar sentiments 
of solidarity and sympathy.

“France  reaffirms  its  resolute, 
unwavering commitment to the 
freedom of the press, freedom 
of speech and protection of 
journalists,” the French Embassy 
said.

The United States on Wednesday 
said it welcomed the country’s 
law enforcement  agencies’ 
investigation of Mabasa’s death.

”Freedom of expression is 
essential to building the future 
the people of the Philippines want 
and deserve,” the US Embassy 
in Manila said on Twitter, also in 
answer to the Canada-Netherlands 
post.

It is rare for foreign embassies 
to make such a public show of 
unity on a domestic matter, such as 
the killing of a Filipino journalist.

But despite their appeal for a 
quick resolution of the case, the 
police have not identified any 
suspect as of Wednesday, more 
than 24 hours after a self-imposed 
deadline to track down Mabasa’s 
assailants.

Still, Philippine National Police 
chief Gen. Rodolfo Azurin Jr. 
assured Mabasa’s family that the 
police would not stop until they 
identified, arrested and charged not 
only the gunmen but all persons 
involved in the murder.

The  63-year-old Mabasa was 
known for his biting criticism of 
former President Rodrigo Duterte 
and President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

He hosted a radio commentary 
show “Lapid Fire” on dwBL, 
but his biggest audience was on 
social media, including a YouTube 
account with 218,000 subscribers 
and a Facebook page with almost 
50,000 followers.

He was shot twice in the head 

Broadcaster Percy Lapid Mabasa

MEDIA: Slays send alarm
(From Page 1) inside his car at the gate of BF 

Resort Village on Aria Street 
around  8:30  p.m.,  as  he  was 
driving toward his daughter’s 
residence, only about five minutes 
from his own house at San Beda 
Homes in Barangay Talon Dos.

Azurin said investigators were 
looking at “different persons of 
interest.”

“ B u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e 
investigation on determining 
the motive of the crime is still 
ongoing. We want to be very 
careful in determining the motive 
for the killing of Percy Lapid,” 
Azurin said.

rig. Gen. Jonnel Estomo, acting 
director of the National Capital 
Region Police Office, earlier gave 
Las Piñas police chief Col. Jaime 
Santos 24 hours to solve the case.

But according to Azurin, the 
family wants investigators to be 
prudent in handling the case.

  “It  is  difficult  for  us  to  just 
drop the name of any person 
without sufficient evidence,” said 
Azurin, who visited Mabasa’s 
wake at Manila Memorial Park 
in Parañaque City on Wednesday 
morning.

The PNP chief ordered Col. 
Kirby John Kraft, director of 
the Southern Police District, to 
comb through all closed-circuit 
television (CCTV) footage of the 
crime scene.

In a phone interview, Kraft 
said the special investigation task 
group had only acquired footage 
from the dash camera of Mabasa’s 
vehicle but was in the process of 
obtaining recordings from the 
village management.

“We are looking to recover 
[footage from] at least 10 CCTVs 
along the street where the incident 
happened,” he said.

Ballistic examination of two 
empty shells recovered at the 
scene showed they were fired 
from a .45-caliber pistol.

Interior Secretary Benhur 
Abalos,  who also attended 
Mabasa’s wake, offered P500,000 
of his own money as bounty for 
crucial information leading to the 
arrest of suspects.

Mabasa was the first journalist 
killed in Metro Manila since 
tabloid columnist Alex Bacoba 
was gunned down in Quiapo, 
Manila, in May 2016.

Media groups fear that his 
death could portend a brutal 
treatment of the press under 
Marcos, similar to the military rule 
of his late namesake father that 
was marked by tortures, killings 
and enforced disappearances of 
critical journalists.

The Philippines remains one 
of the deadliest places in the 
world  for  the media with  197 
journalists killed in the line of duty 
since  1986,  including Mabasa. 

MANILA— The Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG) on Thursday 
spotted four coast guard ships and 
two militia vessels belonging to 
China at the Bajo De Masinloc 
(BDM), also known as Panatag 
Shoal in the West Philippine Sea.

PCG said this was revealed by 
the aerial inspection conducted by 
their personnel onboard a Cessna 
208 Caravan.

“During the said overflight, the 
PCG monitored four China Coast 
Guard vessels — two inside and 
two outside the BDM,” the PCG 
said in a statement.

“Two Chinese militia vessels 
were also observed outside the 
said vicinity waters,” it also said.

During the airborne inspection, 
neither the PCG nor the Chinese 
coast guard challenged one 

Chinese Coast Guard vessel spotted in Panatag Shoal

PCG spots 4 Chinese Coast Guard
ships, 2 boats in Panatag Shoal

another.
Meanwhile, PCG also said it 

monitored  approximately  30  to 
40 Filipino fishing boats within 
the Panatag Shoal.

PCG said the overflight “aimed 
to intensify Coast Guard presence 
in BDM and encourage more 
Filipino fishermen to conduct 
fishing activities in the area.”

MANILA — Senators Sonny 
Angara and Nancy Binay on 
Thursday grilled the Department 
of Budget and Management 
(DBM) on why programs under 
the National Task Force to End 
Local Communist Armed Conflict 
(NTF-Elcac), specifically for 
2021, remain unidentified.

The question was raised during 
the Senate Finance Committee 
on the Department of Budget and 
Management’s  proposed  2023 
budget, after Binay asked the 
DBM for updates on the budget 
allocation for NTF-Elcac for 2020 
and 2021.

D B M  o ff i c e r - i n - c h a rg e 
Undersecretary Tina Rose Marie 
Canda  said  that  for  2020,  P1.8 
billion have already been released 
for NTF-Elcac, covering “various 
agencies,” while in 2021, Canda 
said that the DBM already has 
P19.24  billion  for  total  release, 
including  the  P16.4  billion  for 
the Special Purpose Funds (SPF).

The NTF-Elcac is requesting 
another  P10  billion  as  SPF  for 
2023.

But Binay pointed out that 
based on the documents submitted 
by DBM to the committee, only 
P2.9 billion of  the P16.4 billion 
SRA is currently being used for 
ongoing projects, while only P3.2 
has been used for completed ones.

“So parang may 50 percent of 

Senators question DBM over
unidentified NTF-Elcac plans

Senator Sonny Angara

the  16  billion,  parang  in  limbo 
pa ‘yung project (so it seems like 
50 percent of  the 16 billion,  the 
project is still in limbo)?” noted 
Binay.

Angara then asked if the DBM 
had  a  report  on  the P3.2  billion 
completed projects.

“Syempre gusto natin malaman 
kung totoo nga ‘yan kasi maraming 
nagdududa, there’s no report, 
you’re the budgetary expert how 
do you judge that?” he said.

(Of course, we want to know if 
that is true because many doubt it, 
there’s no report, and you’re the 
budgetary expert. How do you 
judge that?)

Binay seconded this: “How 
would you justify the additional 

10 billion for next year when you 
don’t even know what’s going on 
with this budget?”

Canda then explained that the 
justification for the additional 
fund is based on the NTF-
Elcac’s cleared barangays, “so 
we allocated it based on the 
representation of NTF-Elcac that 
the amount would be required, 
initially P20 million,  but  it was 
cut to P4 million. ”

Binay then asked the DBM 
to submit the lists of barangay 
beneficiaries  for  the P10 billion 
SPF  for  2023,  noting  that  in 
previous years,  documents 
submit ted by DBM to the 
committee included the barangay 
beneficiaries.

MANILA— The activist group 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan) has joined various sectors 
demanding to know who financed 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s 
weekend trip to Singapore to 
watch the Formula 1 (F1) Grand 
Prix race.

O n  We d n e s d a y,  B a y a n 
secretary general Renato Reyes 
Jr. slammed the assertion of 
Malacañang’s newly sworn-
in executive secretary, Lucas 
Bersamin, who said that it is 
“irrelevant” whether Marcos’ trip 
to Singapore was paid for with 
private or government money.

“The President’s activities, 
when funded by public funds, 
require proper disclosure. Since 
when have transparency and 
accountability become irrelevant? 
They are public officials, they are 
not the monarchy,” Reyes said in 
a statement.

Bayan: Who paid for Marcos Singapore trip?

Renato Reyes Jr.

He then pointed out that 
Marcos was also joined by his 
family members, some of them 
are also government officials, 
who, Reyes said, “are subject to 
inquiry by the public.”

“How much did they spend? 
Where did they stay? How many 
guests were paid for? Was the 

spending prudent considering the 
government’s fiscal situation? All 
these deserve answers from the 
government,” he asked.

To recall, the President was 
accompanied by First Lady Louise 
Araneta-Marcos, his son Ilocos 
Norte  1st District  Rep.  Sandro 
Marcos, and his cousin House 
Speaker Martin Romualdez, who 
was with his wife Tingog Rep. 
Yedda Romualdez. The entire 
group was spotted at the exclusive 
F1 Paddock Club.

Reyes further stressed: “They 
want to make the Singapore 
weekend getaway part of the 
President’s official functions and 
not a mere lavish vacation, but 
they refuse to disclose how public 
funds were spent. Is this the new 
normal  under  the Marcos  2.0 
regime? To call transparency and 
accountability irrelevant?”
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Insults v. misleading
Speaking of  the court’s 

integrity, Republican senators who 
support abortion rights have said 
they felt misled by conservative 
justices who promised to respect 
precedent and then voted to 
overturn Roe.

A n d  A l i t o ’s  d e c i s i o n 
overturning Roe, rather than a 
simple and straight reading of law, 
was written as a triumphal return 
to a pre-Civil Rights era where 
states have more power, as long 
as it doesn’t tread on religious 
freedom.

Fundamental difference
Supreme Court biographer and 

CNN legal analyst Joan Biskupic 
told Laura Coates recently that the 
justices seem to be disagreeing 
on the very idea of why their 
legitimacy is in question.

“What people are seeing is 
a very politically motivated 
majori ty.  A supermajori ty. 
Plowing through all sorts of norms, 
rolling back a half century of 
abortion rights and also changing 
gun rights, changing regulatory 
authority. Doing all these things 
based on patterns that arise from 
their private partisan roots.” 

The former attorney Dean 
Obeidallah was more direct in 
answering Roberts. It’s not just 
that people disagree with the 
court’s decisions, as Roberts 
argued. It’s that the conservative-
majority court’s decisions appear 
predictably partisan.

“Decisions delivered by the 
conservative justices this past 
term on hot-button issues such 
as abortion, climate change 
regulations and gun laws felt 
more like rulings written by the 
Republican National Committee 
than the highest court in the 
land,” Obeidallah wrote for CNN 
Opinion. 

That’s assuming the justices 

wrote anything at all.
Rise of the shadow docket
Steve Vladeck is a CNN legal 

analyst and a professor at the 
University of Texas School of Law 
who has written a new book about 
the so-called “shadow docket” of 
rulings offered with arguments 
or decision. The subtitle: “How 
the Supreme Court Uses Stealth 
Rulings to Amass Power and 
Undermine the Republic.”

He looked at instances when 
the justices used unsigned and 
unexplained orders on the shadow 
docket for numerous consequential 
actions, like blocking state Covid 
restrictions. 

In  numerous  ins tances , 
Vladeck wrote, the court has 
overruled conservative lower 
courts to allow executions to 
occur.

“No one disputes that the 
Supreme Court has the power 
to overturn a lower court’s 
conclusions, whether as to law 
or fact,” Vladeck wrote for CNN 
Opinion earlier this month.

“The problem is the impression 
that the justices leave when lower 
courts have gone to great lengths 
to explain and defend their rulings, 
and, as in Miller’s case, the court 
overrides them summarily. The 
court at least appears to be acting 
for political reasons rather than 
legal ones.”

Later, he offered this description 
of the Court’s legitimacy.

Vladeck: The idea is not that 
the court’s legitimacy flows 
from whether it’s getting these 
cases “right”; it’s that it flows 
from public acceptance that its 
decision-making is informed by 
principles – even principles with 
which many of us might disagree.

There are other things that 
don’t help

The targeting of justices by 
activists. Conservative justices 
have felt targeted by activists 
protesting at their houses.

The extreme poli t ics  of 
Supreme spouses. The wife of 
Justice Clarence Thomas, dean 
of the conservative bloc, was 
interviewed Thursday by the 
House committee investigating 
the  January  6,  2021  riot  and 
insurrection. She has said she 
does not discuss work with her 
husband, the Supreme Court 
justice. 

Alito’s mocking. He tweaked 
foreign critics of the Dobbs 
decision in a speech delivered in 
Rome on religious liberty.

“I had the honor this term of 
writing I think the only Supreme 
Court decision in the history 
of that institution that has been 
lambasted by a whole string 
of foreign leaders,” Alito said, 
appearing proud of himself, more 
like a fan than an umpire.

(From Page 5)

The US Supreme Court in Washington D.C.

SCOTUS: Fighting for legitimacy

break  just  short  of  his  first  100 
days in office, let’s not forget 
about a former president, whose 
whereabouts were constantly 
under question. Instead of getting 
a fully committed statesman, 
what the nation ended up getting 
was an absentee landlord, who 
couldn’t  help flying  back  to  his 
home  province  almost  1,500 
kilometers from the seat of power 
every time he felt the itch. And 
yet, his legion of supporters chose 
partisan empathy for the aging 
former mayor rather than demand 
full commitment to the highest 
office of the land. The list is long.

Ours is a nation where public 
servants can live like royals. And 

a lucky few almost end up as 
royalties,  turning  elected  office 
into family heirlooms. Ours is a 
nation where performativity—
namely, “perception is real, the 
truth is not” à la Imelda—trumps 
actual performance and leadership 
merit.

What we desperately need 
is a type of public education, 
coupled with a generation of true 
statesmanship, which elevates 
our standard of leadership. More 
than two centuries ago, the 
consummate statesman James 
Madison warned: “[a] popular 
Government, without popular 
information, or the means of 
acquiring it, is but a Prologue 
to a  Farce or  a  Tragedy.” 

(From Page 4)

LEADERS: Our standard

COTABATO CITY—Mayor 
Rolly Sacdalan of Midsayap town, 
Cotabato province has ordered 
the deployment of initial relief 
assistance to residents of the 
remote village of Sambulawan 
following evacuation due to a 
clash on Tuesday among former 
Moro guerrillas.

“Residents of Sambulawan 
are now reportedly in evacuation 
centers. I have ordered to begin the 
efforts of LGU Midsayap in close 
coordination with partners from 
the Ministry of Social Services 
and Development of the BARMM 
(Bangsamoro  Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao) 
government. Magbibigay tayo na 
paunang ayuda sa mga apektado 
(We will give initial aid to those 

Hundreds flee MILF-MNLF fighting in Cotabato

Families from two sub-villages of Barangay Sambulawan in Mid-
sayap town, Cotabato province fled their homes when warring 
Moro families from both the MILF and MNLF traded bullets on 
Tuesday. 

affected),” Sacdalan announced 
on social media.

Initial aid is dispatched while 
validation of the residents who 
evacuated is ongoing, he added.

Sacdalan further said that his 
office has closely coordinated with 
the Army and the peacekeeping 
mechanisms in the area to ensure 
the safety of the evacuees.

S a m b u l a w a n  i s  n o w 
administratively part of the 
BARMM.

Lt. Colonel Rolly Oranza, 
Midsayap police chief, said the 
gunfight erupted due to a long 
standing rido (clan war) involving 
families whose members belong 
to the erstwhile rebel groups Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front and 
Moro National Liberation Front.

“This is not an organization 
fight,  this  is  local  clan war  due 
to land dispute,” said Oranza, 
adding that sporadic firing of 
guns still occurred in the area as 
of Wednesday morning.

An Islamic preacher, identified 
as Ustadz Hassan Abdullah,  51, 
was  caught  in  the  crossfire  and 
was wounded, Oranza added.

Fearing the situation could 
get worse, hundreds of residents 
fled  toward  the  nearby  villages 
of Lumupog and Kapinpilan 
while Army clearing operations 
continued.

Oranza said once the municipal 
peace and order council, headed 
by Sacladan, gives the green 
light for the return of displaced 
families, the police will assist 
them in returning home.

MANILA— Former National 
Task  Force  to  End  Loca l 
Armed Conflict (NTF-Elcac) 
spokesperson Lorraine Badoy is 
now the subject of a show cause 
order from the Supreme Court 
(SC) asking her to explain why 
she should not be cited for indirect 
contempt for her statements 
against Manila Regional Trial 
Court Judge Marlo Magdoza-
Malagar.

Badoy  was  given  30  non-
extendible calendar days upon 
notice to explain why she should 
not be cited in contempt of the 
judiciary and the SC.

SC issues show cause order against Lorraine Badoy
Specifically, the high court 

required Badoy to explain the 
following:

• If she posted statements 
attacking the resolution issued 
by Manila RTC Judge Magdoza-
Malagar;

• If her social media post 
“encouraged more  violent 
language against the judge 
concerned in any or all of her 
social media platforms;

• If her post “in the context of 
social media and in the experience 
of similar incendiary comments 
here or abroad, was a clear 
incitement to produce violent 

actions against a judge and is 
likely to produce such act; and

• If her statements on her 
social media accounts, “implying 
violence on a judge, is part of her 
protected constitutional speech

The SC, in the same order, 
took note of the statement made 
by Hukom Inc., an organization 
of trial court judges, in reaction 
to the social media posts made 
by Badoy against their colleague.

In her social media post, Badoy 
called Manila Regional Trial 
Court Judge Marlo Magdoza-
Malagar an “idiot judge” who 
lawyers for the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s 

Army (CPP-NPA). She also made 
a hypothetical situation about her 
“killing” the judge but she can 
beg for leniency as it was done 
because of her political belief. 
The post has since been deleted 
and denied.

In a separate post, Badoy 
asked why Magdoza-Malagar 
was “so well-versed” about the 
Constitution of the CPP-NPA 
that only the group’s members 
should supposedly know. She also 
mentioned human rights lawyers 
Edre Olalia, Maria Sol Taule, 
and Rachel Pastores, asking if 
they were the ones who wrote her 
decision.

“Recent events, however, have 
magnified  the effect of criticism 
of the judiciary … We cannot 
rest easy and accept them as 
normal and ordinary. These acts 
must be called out because of 
the chilling effect on the exercise 
of our judicial functions and the 
lasting damage they cause to our 
institution,” Hukom said in a 
statement.

The SC likewise noted the 

statement made by the University 
of the Philippines College of Law, 
calling on the high court to take 
action against Badoy’s statements.

Meanwhile,  the Office of  the 
Court Administrator has already 
taken steps to ensure the safety 
and security of Magdoza-Malagar.

This  is  not  the first  time  that 
the SC acted against red-tagging 
of members of the Bar and the 
Bench.

In March, the SC said the 
killings and threats against judges 
and lawyers are “no less than an 
assault on the judiciary.”

“The Court condemns in the 
strongest sense every instance 
where a lawyer is threatened 
or killed, and where a judge is 
threatened and unfairly labeled. 
We do not and will not tolerate 
such acts that only perverse 
justice, defeat the rule of law, 
undermine the most basic of 
constitutional principles, and 
speculate on the worth of human 
lives,” it said.

The SC also enumerated what 
it has done to address the threats 
and killings.

Former NTF-Elcac spokesperson Lorraine Badoy
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LONDON – The withdrawal of 
Russian forces from a strategically 
important town in eastern Ukraine 
has prompted two powerful allies 
of President Vladimir Putin to 
do something rare in modern 
Russia: publicly ridicule the war 
machine’s top brass.

Russia’s loss of the bastion 
of Lyman, which puts western 
parts of Luhansk region under 
threat, touched a nerve for 
Ramzan Kadyrov, the leader of 
the southern Russian republic of 
Chechnya.

Kadyrov, who has been close 
to Putin since his father and 
former president of Chechnya, 
Akhmad, was  killed  in  a  2004 
bomb attack in Grozny that also 
killed a Reuters photographer, 
suggested that Russia should 
consider using a small tactical 
nuclear weapon in Ukraine in 
response to the loss.

The nuclear warning caught 
the headlines, but his public scorn 
for Russia’s top generals may 
have  been  just  as  significant  in 
a Russia where public criticism 
of the war effort from within the 
top echelons of the elite has been 
taboo.

“Nepotism in the army will 
lead to no good,” Kadyrov said, 
adding that the commander of 
Russian forces in the area should 
be stripped of his medals and sent 
to the front line with a gun to wash 
away his shame with blood.

Such public contempt for the 
generals running Russia’s war is 
significant because it indicates the 
level of frustration within Putin’s 
elite over the conduct of the war 
while also piercing the Kremlin’s 
carefully controlled narrative.

Kadyrov, who supports the 
war and has sent many of his 
own Chechen units to fight, said 
his criticism was the bitter truth 
about a Russian fighting force 
which he said allowed talentless 
mediocrities to let down the 
country.

The defense ministry did not 
respond to a request for comment. 
Russian officials  say  the history 
of Russian warfare shows that 
fighting often begins badly until 
the military can be properly 
organized. Writing off Russia, 
they say, is a poor bet.

Asked about  Kadyrov’s 
remarks on using a nuclear 
weapon, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said on Monday: 

MOSCOW, Russia — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 
Wednesday signed legislation to 
annex four territories of Ukraine, 
government documents showed. 

The  Donetsk ,  Lugansk , 
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions 
are “accepted into the Russian 
Federation in accordance with 
the constitution of the Russian 
Federation”, the documents said.

Putin also signed decrees 
formally appointing the current 

Putin signs bills annexing 4 Ukraine regions

KYIV — President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said Ukrainian forces 
have retaken more settlements 
in Kherson, one of the partially 
Russian-occupied southern 
regions that Moscow claims to 
have annexed.

With Russian forces retreating 
from front lines in the south and 
east, Zelensky said in a late-night 
video address on Wednesday 
t h a t  N o v o v o s k r e s e n s k e , 
N o v o h r y h o r i v k a  a n d 
Petropavlivka to the northeast of 
Kherson city had been “liberated”.

At the United Nations, Russia 
is lobbying for a secret ballot 
instead of a public vote next 
week  when  the  193-member 
U . N .  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y 
considers whether to condemn 
its annexation of Donetsk and 
Luhansk in the east and Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia in the south 
after staging referendums in the 
provinces.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin signed a law on Wednesday 
to incorporate the four regions 
into Russia. Ukraine says it will 
never accept an illegal seizure of 
its territory by force. Kyiv and the 
West said the referendums were 
rigged votes held at gunpoint.

The new law would incorporate 
about 18% of Ukraine’s territory 
into Russia, equivalent to the area 
of Portugal, in Europe’s biggest 
annexation since World War Two. 
Putin says he wants to ensure 

Moscow-backed heads of the four 
regions as their acting leaders. 

Ear l i e r,  the  annexa t ion 
legislation was unanimously 
supported by both Russia’s lower 
and upper chambers of parliament.

Putin last Friday presided 
over a grand ceremony at the 
Kremlin during which he signed 
agreements with the Moscow-
installed leaders of the four 
regions to become subjects of 
the Russian Federation, despite 

condemnation from Kyiv and its 
allies in the West.

The four territories create a 
crucial land corridor between 
Russia and the Crimean Peninsula, 
which was annexed by Moscow in 
2014.

Together, the five regions make 
up around 20 percent of Ukraine.

But Russian forces do not have 
complete control over Kherson or 
Zaporizhzhia and the Kremlin has 
not yet  confirmed what  areas of 
those regions are being annexed.

Ukraine recovers more territory 
in region Russia has annexed

Photo shows destroyed Russian tanks and armored vehicles, amid 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in the recently liberated town of Ly-
man, Donetsk region, Ukraine, October 5, 2022.

Russia’s security and protect 
Russian-speakers in Ukraine. 
Kyiv accuses Moscow of a land 
grab for territory.

Russia’s move to annex the 
regions raises the possibility of 
escalation in the war. Putin and 
other officials have said they 
could use nuclear weapons to 
protect Russian territory including 
the annexed provinces.

Ukraine has said it will not be 
swayed by any nuclear threats and 
Zelenskiy said in his address he 
and  his  senior military  officials 
met to discuss recovering all lands 
occupied by Russia.

S w i t c h i n g  t o  R u s s i a n , 
Zelenskiy addressed pro-Moscow 
forces, telling them they had 
already lost.

“Ukrainians know what they 
are  fighting  for. And more  and 
more citizens of Russia are 
realizing that they must die simply 
because one person does not 
want to end the war,” he said in a 
reference to Putin.

Moscow’s map of Ukraine 
appears to show shrinking areas it 
controls. A map of “new regions” 
published by state news agency 
RIA included the full territory of 
the Ukrainian provinces, but some 
parts were shaded and labelled as 
being under Ukrainian military 
control.

Ukraine’s military in the south 
said its forces had completed 
more  than  350  fire  missions, 
killed at least 58 Russian fighters, 
destroyed nine tanks, 17 armored 
vehicles and four howitzers.

Head of the Chechen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov (center), Inte-
rior Minister Ruslan Alkhanov (right) and Russia’s State Duma 
member Adam Delimkhanov attend a military parade on Victory 
Day, which marks the 77th anniversary of the victory over Nazi 
Germany in World War Two, in the Chechen capital Grozny, Rus-
sia May 9, 2022.

2 Putin allies ridicule
Russia’s war machine

“This  is  a  very emotional 
moment.”

“The heads of regions have 
the right to express their point 
of view,” Peskov told reporters. 
“Even at difficult moments, 
emotions should still be excluded 
from any assessments.”

More than seven months 
into a war that has killed tens 
of thousands and triggered the 
biggest confrontation with the 
West  since  the  1962  Cuban 
Missile Crisis, even Russia’s 
most basic war aims are far from 
achieved.

The vast army of a former 
superpower has been humbled 
on  the field of battle by a much 
smaller Ukrainian force backed 
up with weapons, intelligence and 
advice from Western powers led 
by the United States.

In a fresh setback for Moscow 
on Monday, a Russian-installed 
official confirmed Ukrainian 
advances along the west bank 
of the Dnipro River in Kherson 
region in southern Ukraine, one 
of four regions Putin claimed last 
week to have annexed.

Putin says Russia is now 
locked into an existential battle 
with the West, which he accuses 
of seeking to destroy his country. 
Russia, he says, will prevail in 
Ukraine – and has warned that he 
is only just starting to get serious.

On Russian state television, 
humility appeared to be seeping 
into the usual jingoistic rhetoric.

“I’d really like us to attack 
Kyiv and take it tomorrow, 
but I’m aware that the partial 
mobilization will take time,” 
presenter Vladimir Solovyov said 
on Rossiya 1 state television.

“For a certain period of time, 
things won’t be easy for us. We 
shouldn’t be expecting good news 
right now.”

The Chechen leader said he 
had raised the possibility of a 
defeat at Lyman two weeks ago 
with Valery Gerasimov, chief of 
Russia’s general staff, but that 
Gerasimov had dismissed the 
idea.

Gerasimov,  67,  is  the  third 
most powerful man in the Russian 
military after Putin and Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu. Shoigu 
landed Gerasimov the top military 
job just a few days after he was 
appointed defense minister in 
2012.

WASHINGTON  – Taiwan 
will not rely on others for its 
defense, President Tsai Ing-
wen said on Wednesday, while 
welcoming a U.S. commitment 
to the democratically governed 
island’s security during what she 
called Chinese encroachment on 
its sovereignty.

Tsai’s remarks, pre-recorded 
and delivered to a U.S. audience 
at a Washington forum, come after 
U.S. President Joe Biden pledged 
in September to defend Taiwan in 
the event of any “unprecedented 
attack” by China.

I n  h e r  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e 
Washington-based Global Taiwan 
Institute think tank, Tsai thanked 
the Biden administration and the 
U.S. Congress for upholding the 
U.S. commitment to Taiwan’s 
security and for recent U.S. 
military arms sales.

“But we will not depend 
on others to come to our own 
defense,” Tsai said.

“That is why I want to reiterate 
that Taiwan is fully committed 
to protecting our security and 
maintaining our democratic way 
of life. We’re also working to 
adapt our defense strategy to the 

Taiwan won’t rely on others for defense

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen

changing threats we face.”
Though the White House has 

said Biden’s pledge did not signify 
a change in U.S. policy, critics 
argue he may have undercut 
– intentionally or not – a U.S. 
stance of not taking a position on 
Taiwan’s independence.

China, which views Taiwan as 
its own territory, mounted large-
scale military drills to display its 
anger over an August visit there by 
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.  

Chinese military activities 
have continued since then, though 
at a much reduced level. Chinese 
military aircraft have continued 
routinely crossing the median line 

in the Taiwan Strait, which had for 
years acted as an unofficial barrier.

Taiwan said on Wednesday that 
eight Chinese fighters flew across 
the median line.

Tsai said those operations 
“encroach on Taiwan’s sovereignty 
and threaten peace and stability in 
the Indo-Pacific region.”

“We know from his tory 
and current events that threats 
against any one country or region 
translate directly and indirectly 
to increasing threats against its 
neighbors.”

James Moriarty, the U.S.-
based chairman of the American 
Institute in Taiwan, Washington’s 
de facto embassy in Taipei, 
said “strategic ambiguity” over 
whether Washington would come 
to the island’s defense had never 
been stated as policy in any 
documents.

Referring to the decades-old 
Taiwan Relations Act, which 
forms the basis of the United 
States’ unofficial ties with Taiwan, 
he said: “The original documents 
make it clear that we would have 
to do something if there is an 
attempt to change Taiwan’s status 
by force.”
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THE WORLD IN BRIEF

14 killed in mass shooting at
daycare center in Thailand

Stampede, riot at Indonesia
soccer match kills 129

Brazil’s heated presidential 
race is headed to a runoff

JAKARTA - At least 129 people were killed and around 180 
injured at a soccer match in Indonesia after a crowd stampede 
during a riot, police said on Sunday, in what appears to be one of 
the world’s worst stadium disasters. 

When supporters of the losing home team invaded the pitch in 
East Java province on Saturday night to express their frustration, 
officers fired tear gas in an attempt to control the situation, 
triggering a stampede and cases of suffocation, East Java police 
chief Nico Afinta told reporters.

“It had gotten anarchic. They started attacking officers, they 
damaged cars,” Nico said, adding that the crush occurred when 
fans fled for an exit gate.

Video footage from local news channels showed fans streaming 
onto the pitch in the stadium in Malang after Arema FC lost to 
Persebaya Surabaya. Scuffles can be seen, with what appeared to 
be tear gas in the air.

Images showed people who appeared to have lost consciousness 
being carried away by other fans.

World soccer’s governing body FIFA specifies in its safety 
regulations that no firearms or “crowd control gas” should be 
carried or used by stewards or police.

East Java police did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment on whether they were aware of such regulations.

BANGKOK — Thirty-four people were killed in Thailand on 
Thursday in a gun and knife attack at a daycare center by a former 
policeman who killed his wife and child before turning his weapon 
on himself, police said.

There were 22 children among the victims of the suspected 
attacker, who had been discharged from the service last year 
for drug-related reasons, district police official Chakkraphat 
Wichitvaidya told media.

He cited witnesses as saying the gunman was also seen wielding 
a knife.

About 30 children were at the center when the gunman arrived, 
fewer than usual, as heavy rain had kept many people away, district 
official Jidapa Boonsom, who was working in a nearby office at the 
time, told Reuters.

“The shooter came in around lunch time and shot four or five 
officials at the childcare center first,” said Jidapa, adding that 
among them was a teacher who was eight months pregnant.

“At first people thought it was fireworks,” she said. 
The gunman then forced his way into a locked room where children 
were sleeping, Jidapa said, to kill children there with a knife.

Videos posted on social media showed sheets covering what 
appeared to be the bodies of children lying in pools of blood at the 
center in the town of Uthai Sawan, 500 km (310 miles) northeast 
of Bangkok in the province of Nong Bua Lamphu.

A damaged car is pictured following a riot after the league BRI 
Liga 1 football match between Arema vs Persebaya at Kanjuruhan 
Stadium, Malang, East Java province, Indonesia, October 2, 2022. 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
United States accused China and 
Russia on Wednesday of enabling 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un by protecting Pyongyang 
from attempts to strengthen 
U.N. Security Council sanctions 
imposed over its nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missile programs.

“The DPRK (North Korea) 
has enjoyed blanket protection 
from two members of this 
council,” U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Linda Thomas-
Greenfield,  said.  “In  short,  two 
permanent members of the 
Security Council have enabled 
Kim Jong Un.”

The 15-member council met on 
Wednesday on North Korea after 
nuclear-armed North Korea test-
fired a ballistic missile on Tuesday 
that soared over Japan for the first 
time in five years and prompting 
a warning for residents there to 
take cover.

China and Russia did not want 
a public council meeting, arguing 
that it would not be conducive to 
easing the situation.

A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n 
Wednesday, nine Security Council 
members – the United States, 
Britain, France, Albania, Brazil, 
India, Ireland, Norway and United 
Arab Emirates – condemned 
North Korea’s missile launch in 
a joint statement.

C h i n a ’ s  d e p u t y  U . N . 
ambassador, Geng Shuang, said 
the Security Council needed to 
play a constructive role “instead 
of relying solely on strong rhetoric 
or pressure.”

“Discussions and deliberations 

US says China, Russia enabling
N. Korean leader Kim Jong Un

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

should contribute to a detente, 
rather than fueling escalation. 
They  should  p romote  the 
resumption of dialogue instead 
of widening differences and 
forge unity instead of creating 
divisions,” he said.

In May, China and Russia 
vetoed a U.S.-led push to impose 
more U.N. sanctions on North 
Korea over its renewed ballistic 
missile launches, publicly splitting 
the U.N. Security Council for the 
first time since it started punishing 
Pyongyang in 2006.

R u s s i a ’s  d e p u t y  U . N . 
ambassador, Anna Evstigneeva, 
told the Security Council that 
“introducing new sanctions 
against DPRK is a dead end” and 
brings “zero result.”

“We are convinced that the U.N. 
and Security Council mechanisms 
need to be used to support the 
inter-Korean dialogue and 
multilateral negotiations rather 
than becoming an impediment to 
them,” she said.

North Korea has for years 

been banned from conducting 
nuclear tests and ballistic missile 
launches by the Security Council, 
which has strengthened sanctions 
on Pyongyang over the years to 
try and cut off funding for those 
programs.

In recent years, veto powers 
China and Russia have suggested 
U.N. sanctions on North Korea be 
eased for humanitarian purposes 
and to entice Pyongyang back to 
stalled international talks aimed at 
persuading Kim to denuclearize.

“This is a clear effort by China 
and Russia to reward DPRK for 
their bad actions and cannot be 
taken seriously by this council,” 
said Thomas-Greenfield, referring 
to North Korea’s formal name – 
the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea.

China and Russia blamed 
joint military exercises by the 
United States and South Korea for 
provoking North Korea. Thomas-
Greenfield  rejected  the  remarks, 
saying there is “no equivalency 
between these two activities.”

SAO PAOLO, Brazil — Brazil’s polarizing presidential race 
will go to a second round run-off after no candidate achieved 
a majority of more than 50% of the ballot in an election that 
saw long lines at polling booths as millions turned out to vote.

With more than 99% of the vote counted on Sunday evening, 
results released by Brazil’s Electoral Superior Court (TSE) showed 
left-wing candidate and former president Luiz Inácio “Lula” da 
Silva held a slight lead over right-wing incumbent President Jair 
Bolsonaro – but not enough to cross the threshold to victory.

The latest official count put Lula ahead with 48.4% of the vote 
versus 43.2% for Bolsonaro, a divisive figure often referred to as 
the “Trump of the Tropics.”

Bolsonaro’s result was eight points higher than the latest 
Datafolha poll showed on Saturday, while Lula’s was two to three 
points lower than predicted by polls.

Lula told reporters in Sao Paulo Sunday night that he was 
confident of winning the run-off vote to be held on October 30.

“It will be important (to have a second round) because we 
will have the chance to do a face-to-face debate with the current 
president to know if he will keep on telling lies,” said Lula, who 
was Brazil’s leader from 2002 to 2010.

In a brief news conference Sunday, Bolsonaro said the voting 



October 7, 2022PHILIPPINE POSTPage 
Page 16 PHILIPPINE POST July 8, 2019PHILIPPINE POSTFebruary 24, 2018December 16, 2017 October 7, 2022                   Philippine Post Page 16BUSINESS

NEW YORK - Elon Musk 
on Monday sent a letter to 
Twitter proposing to follow 
through with his deal to buy the 
company at the originally agreed 
upon price of $54.20 per share, 
according to a securities filing 
on Tuesday.

In the let ter,  Musk said 
he would proceed with the 
acquisit ion on the original 
terms, pending receipt of the 
debt financing for the deal and 
provided that the Delaware 
C h a n c e r y  C o u r t  s t a y  t h e 
li t igation proceedings over 
Musk’s initial attempt to pull 
out of the deal and adjourn the 
upcoming trial over the dispute.

A Twitter spokesperson said 
in a statement to CNN that 
the company received Musk’s 
letter and reiterated its previous 
statement that the “intention 
of the Company is to close the 
transaction at $54.20 per share.”

Musk on Tuesday night 
tweeted: “Buying Twitter is an 
accelerant to creating X, the 
everything app.”

News of the letter was first 
reported by Bloomberg earlier 
on Tuesday. Twitter stock was 
halted twice, the second time for 
news pending. After the stock 
resumed trading, it was up more 
than 20%, topping $51 a share and 
approaching the agreed upon deal 
price for the first time in months.

The news comes as the the 
two sides have been preparing 
to head to trial in two weeks 
over Musk’s attempt to terminate 
of  the  $44  billion  acquisition 
agreement, which Twitter had 
sued him to complete. Twitter 
CEO Parag Agrawal had been set 

LONDON—  OPEC+ said 
Wednesday that it will slash oil 
production by 2 million barrels 
per day, the biggest cut since the 
start of the pandemic, in a move 
that threatens to push gasoline 
prices higher just weeks before 
US midterm elections. 

The group of  major  oi l 
producers, which includes Saudi 
Arabia and Russia, announced the 
production cut following its first 
meeting in person since March 
2020. The reduction is equivalent 
to about 2% of global oil demand.

The price of Brent crude oil 
rose  1.5%  to more  than  $93  a 
barrel on the news, adding to gains 
this week ahead of the gathering 
of oil ministers. US oil was up 
1.7% at $88.

The Biden administration 
criticized the OPEC+ decision in 

OPEC bares biggest oil production cut since 2020

Saudi Energy Minister Abdulaziz bin Salman gestures during a 
press conference after the 33rd OPEC and non-OPEC Ministerial 
Meeting in Vienna on Oct. 5.
a statement on Wednesday, calling 
it “shortsighted” and saying that it 
will hurt low and middle-income 

countries already struggling with 
elevated energy prices the most.

The production cuts will start in 

November, and the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and its allies will meet 
again in December.

In a statement, the group said 
the decision to cut production was 
made “in light of the uncertainty 
that surrounds the global economic 
and oil market outlooks.”

Global oil prices, which soared 
in the first half of the year, have 
since dropped sharply on fears 
that a global recession will depress 
demand. Brent crude is down 20% 
since the end of June. The global 
benchmark  hit  a  peak  of  $139 
a barrel in March after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

OPEC and its allies, which 
control more than 40% of global 
oil production, are hoping to 
preempt a drop in demand for their 
barrels from a sharp economic 

slowdown in China, the United 
States and Europe.

Western sanctions on Russian 
oil are also muddying the waters. 
Russia’s production has held up 
better than predicted, with supply 
being diverted to China and India. 
But the United States and Europe 
are now working on ways to 
implement a G7 agreement to cap 
the price of Russian crude exports 
to third countries.

The oil cartel came under 
intense pressure from the White 
House ahead of its meeting in 
Vienna as President Biden tried 
to secure lower energy prices 
for US consumers. Senior Biden 
administration officials were 
lobbying their counterparts in 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
vote against cutting oil production, 
according to officials.

Elon Musk and the Twitter logo

Elon Musk again 
proposes buying

Twitter at full price
to be deposed by Musk’s lawyers 
on Monday, and Twitter’s lawyers 
had planned to depose Musk 
starting on Thursday.

It also follows the release 
on Friday of a trove of Musk’s 
personal text messages about 
the deal. The messages offered a 
look at the cast of Silicon Valley 
insiders and billionaires — from 
Larry Ellison to members of the 
Murdoch family — who contacted 
him to weigh in on and, in some 
cases, offer financing for the deal.

Such an agreement could bring 
to an end a contentious, months-
long back and forth between 
Musk and Twitter that has 
caused massive uncertainty for 
employees, investors and users of 
one of the world’s most influential 
social media platforms.

The ball will  now be in 
Twitter’s court to determine how 
to respond to Musk’s proposal. 
Twitter’s board will likely agree 
to move forward with closing the 
deal, according to Josh White, 
assistant  professor  of finance  at 
Vanderbilt University.

“The very public saga has 
certainly taken a toll on them and 
Twitter employees,” White said. 
“It is best for all parties to finish 
the deal and make a quick and 
seamless transition. I suspect it 
will close quickly.”

However, Twitter may not 
want to hit pause on the litigation, 
per Musk’s proposal, until the deal 
is officially closed, according  to 
Columbia Law School professor 
Eric Talley. The company may 
want to proceed with the litigation 
process as it negotiates with Musk, 
in case his offer to complete the 
deal falls through again.

PH inflation up to 6.9% in September
MANILA - Consumers prices 

continued to climb at the fastest 
pace  in  nearly  four  years  to  6,9 
percent in September on the back 
of rising food and energy costs, 
the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) reported on Wednesday, 
Oct. 5.

Headline inflation clocked in at 
6.9 percent last month, higher than 
the 6.3 percent logged in August 
and the 4.2 percent in September 
last year, bringing year-to-date 
inflation to 5.1 percent. The actual 
rate, however, falls within the 
central  bank’s  forecast  of  6.6 
percent to 7.4 percent range.

In  a  b r ie f ing ,  Nat iona l 
Statistician Claire Dennis Mapa 
said rising energy and food prices 

last month pushed inflation to the 
highest rate since the 6.9 percent 
recorded both in September and 
October  2018,  or  “at  the  height 
of rice price hike.”

Moreover, Mapa noted that 
the latest inflation reading is 
nearing  the  peak  of  7.2  percent 
registered  in  February  2009,  or 
during the global financing crisis 
widely referred to as “The Great 
Recession.”

Excluding selected food and 
energy items, core inflation 
slightly slowed to 4.5 percent 
in  September  from  4.6  percent 
in August. However, this was 
significantly  faster  that  the  2.6 
percent recorded a year earlier.

Following the release of 

the  latest  inflation  data, NEDA 
Secretary Arsenio M. Balisacan 
said external headwinds continued 
to effect South East countries, 
including the Philippines, which 
have been seeing upticks in their 
inflation.

However, Balisacan pointed 
out that the Philippines was in 
the middle of the pack among its 
regional peers.

Electricity, gas, and other fuels 
had the highest contribution to 
inflation  at  1.1  percentage point 
during the month.

Meanwhile, main contributors 
to the higher food inflation were 
meat, fish, and sugar. Operation of 
personal transport equipment and 
passenger transport services have 
also contributed.


