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WASHINGTON -The House 
panel investigating the violent Jan. 
6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol 
urged the Justice Department on 
Monday to seek criminal charges 
against former President Donald 
Trump for his extensive efforts 
to overturn his 2020 election loss.

Lawmakers recommended 
charges on four counts stemming 
from Trump’s months-long effort 
to stay in power after his election 

MANILA— The Philippines 
received support from the United 
States (US) amid the swarming of 
Chinese vessels in the Philippine 
territory.

The Department of National 
Defense  ear l ier  expressed 
comncern over the surge of 
Chinese vessels at the Iroquois 
Reef and Sabina Shoal in the West 
Philippine Sea.

 “The United States supports 
the Philippines’ continued calls 
upon the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) to respect the 
international law of the sea in 
the South China Sea, as reflected 
in the UN (United Nations) 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
and its legal obligations pursuant 
to the 2016 arbitral ruling,” US 
Department of State spokesperson 
Ned Price said in a statement on 
Tuesday (Philippine time).

“The reported escalating 
swarms of PRC vessels in the 
vicinity of Iroquois Reef and 
Sabina Shoal in the Spratly Islands 
interfere with the livelihoods of 
Philippine fishing communities, 
and also reflect continuing 
disregard for other South China 
Sea claimants and states lawfully 
operating in the region,” he added.

The US also shared the 
Philippines’ concerns on the 
unsafe  encounter  between 
the Chinese Coast Guard and 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY, 
Palawan— Personnel of the 
Western Command (Wescom) 
of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines who conducted a 
resupply mission and were 
bringing Christmas packages to 
troops assigned at the BRP Sierra 
Madre in Ayungin Shoal had 
another unpleasant encounter with 
the Chinese coast guard near the 
area at the West Philippine Sea.

A report from Wescom on 
Sunday revealed that the troops 
were again at the receiving end 
of radio challenges from the 
Chinese coast guard and were 
also shadowed by several other 
Chinese militia vessels as they 
were heading for Ayungin Shoal 
last Saturday.

The Chinese also warned 
Philippine troops not to bring 
construction materials, saying 
doing so “will be dealt with,” the 
report said.

MANILA— Voting 279-6, 
the House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly and hastily 
approved on Thursday the bill that 
seeks to create the controversial 
Maharlika Investment Fund after 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
certified it as urgent.

Only Reps. Gabriel Bordado 
(Camarines Sur, 3rd District), 

Jan. 6 panel recommends
criminal raps vs. Trump

Then-President Donald Trump gestures as he speaks at a rally in 
Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021.

US backs PH amid swarming
by Chinese vessels in WPS

Several ships believed to be Chinese maritime militia were spotted 
by fishermen in Iroquois Reef in the West Philippine Sea in this 
photo taken in September. 

Beijing tells
US: Keep off

SCS row

CCG warns
PH resupply

ship anew

With Marcos certification,
House hastily passes MIF

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Congressional leaders released 
a bipartisan government funding 
bill early Tuesday that includes a 
rewrite of federal election laws 
aimed at preventing another Jan. 
6-style attack and choking off 
avenues for future candidates to 
steal elections.

They expect to pass the bill, 

US Congress passes $1.7T spending bill
(See AYUNGIN, Page 7)

defeat — obstruction of an official 
proceeding, conspiracy to defraud 
the United States, conspiracy to 
make a false statement and efforts 
to incite, assist, or aid or comfort 
an insurrection.

The panel voted unanimously 
to send the criminal referrals to the 
Justice Department. The referrals, 
which mark the first time that the 
House has recommended criminal 

(See PANEL, Page 7)

Arlene Brosas (Gabriela party-
list), France Castro (ACT Teachers 
party-list),  Mujiv Hataman 
(Basilan), Edcel Lagman (Albay, 
1st District) and Raoul Manuel 
(Kabataan party-list) voted against 
the measure.

Moments after the House 
approved the Maharlika fund 

(See MIF, Page 9)

which is a product of lengthy 
negotiations between the two 
parties, in the coming days to 
avoid a government shutdown 
slated to begin this weekend.

The legislation comes just 
a day after the House’s Jan. 6 
committee held its final public 
meeting, issuing criminal referrals 
for former President Donald 

Trump and alleging he waged 
“a multi-part scheme to overturn 
the results and block the transfer 
of power” after losing the 2020 
election. But unlike the panel’s 
recommendations, the bill’s 
provisions would have the force 
of law.

The massive $1.7 trillion 
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BATANGAS Governor DoDo 
Mandanas participated in the 
9th Provincial Migrants’ Day 
Celebration at the Provincial 
Auditorium, Capitol Compound in 
Batangas City, Friday, December 
16.

Mandanas said that the sacrifice 
and dedication of the Batangueño 
Migrant Walkers should be given 
attention and value for the family 
and even for the country. 

The governor also mentioned 
that he also experienced being a 
migrant so he knows the hardships 
and what they go through. 

According to the governor, this 

Batangas Gov. Dodo Mandanas during Migrants Day.

Mandanas participates in 9th
Provincial Migrants Day fete

By Jojo Cesar Magsombol
is the reason why the Provincial 
Government of Batangas is trying 
to set aside a special day for those 
who are considered the country’s 
new heroes.

Another part of the activity 
was the swearing-in of the 
new officers of the Province 
of Batangas Overseas Filipino 
Workers Association. Department 
of Migrant Workers Assistant 
Secretary, Venecio Legaspi, 
Batangas Vice Governor Mark 
Leviste, and Provincial Social 
Welfare and Development Office 
Head Jocelyn Montalbo, along 
with representatives of various 
migrant groups in the province.

CALAPAN, Or. Mindoro -- As an additional aid for the local 
farmers, the Provincial Agriculture Office (PAO) has decided to donate 
onion and melon seeds to the 24 Bulalacao Town Farmers Association 
in accordance with the directive of Or. Mindoro Gov. Humerlito 
‘Bonz’ Dolor and the participation of Christine M.Pine, the Provincial 
Agriculturist. Dolor said the provincialgovernment hopes for a better 
income and livelihood for our farmers with this p[rogram. - Jojo Cesar 
Magsombol

Seeds for Bulalacao farmers

Fed raises interest rates to highest level in 15 years

NEW YORK - Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) said 
Saturday that the Jan. 6, 2021 
riot at the U.S. Capitol “would’ve 
been armed” if she and former 
Trump adviser Steve Bannon had 
planned it.

Speaking at a gala for the New 
York Young Republicans Club, 
the far-right lawmaker appeared 
to hit back at claims that she was 
somehow involved in plotting the 
Capitol riot.

“Then Jan. 6 happened. And 
next thing you know, I organized 
the whole thing, along with Steve 

Greene says Capitol attack would 
have been armed if she planned it

Bannon here. And I will tell you 
something, if Steve Bannon and I 
had organized that, we would have 
won. Not to mention, it would’ve 
been armed,” Taylor Greene told 
the audience.

“See that’s the whole joke, 
isn’t it. They say that whole 
thing was planned and I’m like, 
are you kidding me? A bunch of 
conservatives, second amendment 
supporters, went in the Capitol 
without guns, and they think 
that we organized that?” Taylor 
Greene added, per footage shared 
online.

Greene, an outspoken ally 
of former President Trump, has 
long espoused his false claims of 
fraud during the 2020 presidential 
election. She was questioned 
earlier this year by the House 
select committee investigating 
Jan. 6 over her role in efforts to 
stop the certification of President 
Biden’s win.

Many supporters of Trump 
who came to Washington on Jan. 
6 did bring weapons, and leaders 
of the Oath Keepers militia group 
were found guilty last month for 
seditious conspiracy. Members 

of the group allegedly stockpiled 
suitcases full of weapons at 
a Virginia hotel as part of its 
planning around that day.

On the morning of Jan. 6, 
Trump reportedly complained 
that some of his armed supporters 
were unable to join the crowd at 
his speech at the Ellipse, and then 
called on those same supporters to 
march to the Capitol, according to 
former White House aide Cassidy 
Hutchinson.

Gavin Wax, president of the 
New York Young Republicans 
Club, told the audience at 
Saturday’s gala that Republicans 
“want war” against the left.

WASHINGTON - The Federal 
Reserve on Wednesday raised 
its benchmark interest rate to 
the highest level in 15 years, 
indicating the fight against 
inflation is not over despite some 
promising signs lately.

Keeping with expectations, the 
rate-setting Federal Open Market 
Committee voted to boost the 
overnight borrowing rate half a 
percentage point, taking it to a 
targeted range between 4.25% and 
4.5%. The increase broke a string 
of four straight three-quarter point 
hikes, the most aggressive policy 
moves since the early 1980s.

Along with the increase came 
an indication that officials expect 
to keep rates higher through next 
year, with no reductions until 
2024. The expected “terminal 

Fed Chair Jerome Powell
rate,” or point where officials 
expect to end the rate hikes, was 
put at 5.1%, according to the 
FOMC’s “dot plot” of individual 
members’ expectations.

Investors initially reacted 
negatively to the expectation 
that rates may stay higher for 
longer, and stocks gave up earlier 
gains. During a new conference, 
Chairman Jerome Powell said 
it was important to keep up the 
fight against inflation so that the 
expectation of higher prices does 
not become entrenched.

“Inflation data received so 
far for October and November 
show a welcome reduction in the 
monthly pace of price increases,” 
the chair said at his post-meeting 
news conference. “But it will take 
substantially more evidence to 
have confidence that inflation is 
on a sustained downward” path.

The new level marks the 
highest the fed funds rate has 
been since December 2007, just 

ahead of the global financial crisis 
and as the Fed was loosening 
policy aggressively to combat 
what would turn into the worst 
economic downturn since the 
Great Depression.

This time around, the Fed is 
raising rates into what is expected 
to be a moribund economy in 
2023.

Members penciled in increases 
for the funds rate until it hits a 
median level of 5.1% next year, 
equivalent to a target range of 5%-
5.25. At that point, officials are 
likely to pause to allow the impact 
of monetary policy tightening 
to make its way through the 
economy.

The consensus then pointed 
to a full percentage point worth 
of rate cuts in 2024, taking the 

funds rate to 4.1% by the end 
of that year. That is followed by 
another percentage point of cuts in 
2025 to a rate of 3.1%, before the 
benchmark settles into a longer-
run neutral level of 2.5%.

However, there was a fairly 
wide dispersion in the outlook 
for future years, indicating that 
members are uncertain about what 
is ahead for an economy dealing 
with the worst inflation it has seen 
since the early 1980s. 

The newest dot plot featured 
multiple members seeing rates 
heading considerably higher than 
the median point for 2023 and 
2024. For 2023, seven of the 19 
committee members – voters and 
nonvoters included – saw rates 
rising above 5.25%. Similarly, 
there were seven members who 
saw rates higher than the median 
4.1% in 2024.

The FOMC policy statement, 
approved unanimously, was 
v i r tua l ly  unchanged  f rom 
November ’s meeting. Some 
observers had expected the Fed 
to alter language that it sees 
“ongoing increases” ahead to 
something less committal, but that 
phrase remained in the statement.

Fed officials believe raising 
rates helps take money out the 
economy, reducing demand and 
ultimately pulling prices lower 
after inflation spiked to its highest 
level in more than 40 years.
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WASHINGTON — Chief 
Justice John Roberts on Monday 
placed a temporary hold on a 
lower court ruling that would end 
a Trump-era immigration policy 
implemented during the pandemic 
to allow asylum-seekers to be 
quickly turned away at the border.

The brief order came after 
Republican-led states asked the 
Supreme Court to keep the policy 
in place.

Roberts ordered that the federal 
district court ruling, which was 
due to go into effect Wednesday, 
be put on hold until the Supreme 
Court acts. He asked the Biden 
adminis trat ion and groups 
challenging the policy to file a 
response to the states’ request by 
Tuesday afternoon.

Nine teen  s t a t e s  l ed  by 
Arizona and Louisiana filed an 
emergency request after the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit last week 
rejected their request to intervene 
in the case in a bid to prevent the 
policy, known as Title 42, from 
being wound down.

“Getting rid of Title 42 
will recklessly and needlessly 
endanger more Americans and 
migrants by exacerbating the 
catastrophe that is occurring at 
our southern border,” Arizona 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich 
said in a statement.

The states say President 
Joe Biden’s administration had 

WASHINGTON - Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
on Monday zinged former 
President Donald Trump after the 
latter was referred to the Justice 
Department for prosecution over 
the January 6 Capitol riot.

“The entire nation knows who 
is responsible for that day. Beyond 
that, I don’t have any immediate 
observations,” McConnell said 
in a statement to CNN, the news 
outlet’s Manu Raju tweeted 
Monday.

McConnell’s statement came 
after the House panel investigating 
the Capitol riot on Monday 
asked the Justice Department to 
prosecute Trump on four charges. 
These included: conspiracy to 
defraud the US, conspiracy to 
make false statements obstruction 
of an official proceeding, and 
inciting an insurrection.

While this referral does not 
mean Trump will be prosecuted, 
it now hands the matter over to 
the Justice Department, which can 
decide if it wants to charge Trump.

McConnell’s statement comes 
close to two years after he blamed 
Trump for the riot during a 
February 2021 Senate speech. 
During that speech, McConnell 
rebuked the former president for 
his “disgraceful dereliction of 
duty” — despite voting that same 
day to acquit Trump in his second 

McConnell says ‘entire nation knows’
who is responsible for Capitol riot

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and former President 
Donald Trump.

impeachment trial.
“There is no question — 

none — that President Trump 
is  pract ical ly and moral ly 
responsible for provoking the 
events of the day,” McConnell 
said of Trump at the time. “The 
people that stormed this building 
believed they were acting on the 
wishes and instructions of their 
president.”

“A mob was assaulting a Capitol 
in his name. These criminals were 
carrying his banners, hanging his 
flags, and screaming their loyalty 
to him,” McConnell added.

McConnell’s statement on 
Monday marks the latest salvo in 
a long-standing feud between him 
and the former president.

In November 2021, Trump 

slammed McConnell and other 
Republicans who backed President 
Joe Biden’s infrastructure bill, 
cal l ing them “RINOs,” an 
acronym for Republicans In Name 
Only. That same month, he also 
gave McConnell the moniker 
“Old Crow” and accused him of 
“jeopardizing” other Republican 
senators’ reelection chances. 

In February,  McConnell 
shrugged off rumors that Trump 
might succeed in an attempt 
to oust him as the Senate GOP 
leader after the midterms. That 
was after Trump in January 
called McConnell a “loser” for 
defending Sen. Mike Rounds 
of South Dakota. Rounds had 
contradicted Trump’s voter fraud 
claims. 

Migrants wait to get into a U.S. government bus after crossing the 
border from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, to El Paso, Texas, Monday, 
Dec. 12, 2022. 

Chief Justice blocks
temporarily end of Trump

era immigration policy
“abandoned meaningful defense” 
of the rule, saying it effectively 
engineered, with the help of 
lawyers challenging the policy, 
a ruling that would end it. As a 
result, the states are seeking to 
intervene to keep it in place. The 
appeals court said in its order last 
week that the states had waited too 
long before they tried to intervene.

In  a  separa te  case ,  the 
administration’s previous effort 
to unwind the policy had been 
blocked by a federal judge.

Ti t le  42,  named af ter  a 
section of US law, gives the 
federal government power to 
take emergency action to keep 
diseases out of the country. 
Former President Donald Trump 
invoked it when the coronavirus 
pandemic broke out, and it has 
remained in effect during the 
Biden administration. More than 2 
million people have been expelled 
from the country as a result.

Various civil rights groups, 
including the Americans Civil 
Liberties Union, challenged the 
policy on behalf of people covered 
by it.

The Department of Homeland 
Security said in a statement 
Monday it would keep Title 42 in 
effect under the Supreme Court’s 
order and that it would continue 
preparing “to manage the border 
in a safe, orderly, and humane 
way” should it be lifted.

S A N  F R A N C I S C O — 
Elon Musk on Sunday targeted 
America’s outgoing top infectious 
disease official and key advisor of 
the US response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Anthony Fauci, in a 
viral tweet that sparked backlash.

“My pronouns are Prosecute/
Fauci,” the billionaire Twitter 
CEO said, alluding to the practice 
of indicating gender pronouns 
after one’s name as well as the 
right-wing campaign to charge 
Fauci with crimes related to his 
involvement in US Covid policies.

Musk also posted a meme 

Musk targets Fauci in viral tweet
showing Fauci  te l l ing  US 
President Joe Biden, “Just one 
more lockdown, my king...” -- in 
apparent criticism of the Covid 
mitigation measure Musk has 
repeatedly slammed but has not 
been deployed in the country for 
over a year.

Early in the pandemic, Musk 
tweeted that concern over the virus 
was “dumb” and since taking over 
Twitter has removed its policy 
targeting Covid misinformation.

Musk’s tweet quickly went 
viral, receiving over 800,000 likes 
within some 11 hours but also 

sparking swift criticism.
Vaccine scientist and author 

Peter Hotez called on Musk to 
delete the tweet, saying, “200,000 
Americans needlessly lost their 
lives from Covid due to this 
kind of antiscience rhetoric and 
disinformation.”

Democratic Senator Amy 
Klobuchar praised how Fauci 
“calmly guided our country 
through crisis” and addressed 
Musk, saying: “Could you just 
leave a good man alone in your 
seemingly endless quest for 
attention?”
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Cruise control governance 
in PH at a time of crisis

(See GOVERNANCE, Page 7)

(See POVERTY, Page 6)

WHAT A MESS we’re in as 
a nation. Our country is deeply 
mired in unprecedented levels of 
debt, and yet we strut like we’re 
oozing with surplus revenues 
that we can invest in a “wealth 
fund.” Our national debt has 
reached a whopping P13.5 trillion 
as of September 2022. We have 
annual budget deficits because 
our revenues are constantly lower 
than our expenses, making our 
country a perennial borrower. Yet, 
we preen like a wealthy nation 
with investible funds.

Our government leaders have 
monikers that are scorching 
antonyms of “trustworthy,” and 
yet we want to entrust to their 
discretion the pension funds that 
millions of our toiling masses 
are depending on for their 
retirement years. Corruption in 
our government is one of the 
major reasons cited by foreign 
businesspersons that’s preventing 
them from investing in our 
country.

Our students are at the bottom 
of the heap in world literacy 
rankings, and yet we want to spend 
the limited time of our teachers 
and the inadequate budgets of our 
schools in “mandatory toothbrush 
drills.” Our children rate among 
the lowest in learning skills, 
and so many of our young are 
facing mental challenges due 
to the pandemic. We lack so 
many classrooms, our books are 
substandard, and our teachers 
have teaching handicaps.

We’re still clawing our way out 
of an extraordinary health crisis, 
and yet we still don’t have a health 
secretary even six months after 
the new administration assumed 

power. Our health workers are 
demoralized because, in addition 
to being underpaid, they have not 
received the promised special pay 
for their pandemic sacrifices.

We’re in the middle of a serious 
food crisis, and yet we have an 
agriculture secretary who treats 
the position as a part-time job. 
We don’t even know what caused 
our recent sugar crisis, and our 
government is again in the dark 
as to why the prices of onions are 
sky-high, even if they’re cheap in 
other countries. Food prices have 
dramatically increased as shown 
by our very high inflation rate.

It may be true that we are 
registering a high gross domestic 
product for this year, but who 
among us, ordinary masses, feel 
that our pockets are heavier with 
more cash?

It’s also true that many of the 
problems faced by the present 
administration have either been 
inherited or caused by external 
factors. But the least that the 
Marcos Jr. administration should 
do is not to worsen the impact of 
these problems by squandering 
government time and resources 
on inanities.

From the way governance is 

being carried on, it looks like the 
current government is preoccupied 
with cosmetic programs that are 
principally aimed at burnishing 
the Marcos name. This is evident 
from the following: resurrecting 
the word “Maharlika” of the 
Marcos Sr. era as the name of the 
planned “wealth fund;” rehashing 
the “Kadiwa stores” employed by 
the Marcos Sr. administration to 
address sky-high food prices, even 
if these stores cater only to a very 
small portion of the consuming 
public; rebranding the martial law 
period as “New Society” years in 
school materials, and; President 
Marcos Jr. reenacting a photo-op 
at the International Rice Research 
Institute that recreates his father’s 
photo-op.

It appears that the Marcos 
Jr. administration has assumed 
a “cruise control” type of 
governance at a time of crisis. 
It will take credit for positive 
economic news that happen 
because of the natural course of 
events, and it will wash its hands 
off negative economic news by 
pointing to inherited or external 
factors. No special plans, efforts, 
or programs are in the offing.

THE NEW  World Bank (WB) 
report “Overcoming Poverty and 
Inequality in the Philippines: Past, 
Present, and Prospects for the 
Future” is a welcome reminder 
of what is needed for the country, 
and the government’s urgent 
agenda on the dual malaise of 
poverty and inequality. This had 
been a persistent challenge to 
the country, not only historically 
but also comparatively in the 
context of the Asean, especially its 
original neighbors in the region.

The WB paper  i s  wel l -
organized, starting with trends 
in the past 30 years, the present 
structural causes, future prospects, 
and policy recommendations. 
First, poverty rate declined from 
49.2 percent in 1985 to 18.1 
percent in 2021. Inequality (Gini 
index) at 42.4 percent in 1985, 
after climbing to 49.2 percent, 
trended back down to 42.3 percent 
in 2018. The shift of workers, 
including the poorer ones, to 
more productive sectors with 
wage income, besides expanded 
subsidy, largely accounted for 
the reduction in poverty. As well, 
better access to services and 
assets helped the downtrend in 
inequality to its previous level.

Nonetheless, the Philippines 
ranks as the 15th most unequal 
of 63 countries. More than half 
of laborers with only elementary 
schooling or less are in agriculture. 

Household heads who are college 
graduates have average per capita 
income fourfold higher than for 
household heads with no more 
than elementary education.

Inequality begins early in life 
and typically is sustained over the 
life cycle, starting with antenatal 
care and postnatal care which are 
disproportionately accessible to 
poorer families and mothers with 
lower education. Which leads to 
markedly higher rates of stunting, 
underweight, and wasting among 
poor families. Then children 
of poor households are greatly 
d i sadvan taged  a s  r ega rds 
schooling that links to future 
work and income opportunities. 
All this leads to intergenerational 
transmission of poverty.

Unequal  d is t r ibut ion of 
hospitals, health centers, and 
educational institutions across 

subnational regions/provinces 
further worsens poverty and 
inequality. One bright note is that 
the Philippines is first in gender 
equality in Asia and 19th in the 
world. However, while women 
have generally higher education 
attainment than men, their labor 
force participation rate has been 
lower.

While the WB paper is an 
edifying read, it has a limited 
past perspective, thereby ignoring 
the population factor, which has 
made a crucial difference in the 
current state of the country vis-
à-vis its Asean neighbors that 
used to trail it. The Philippines 
initiated population management-
cum-family planning (PM-FP) 
program in 1970, along with 
other Asean countries. However, 
while the others sustained their 

A settlement is seen against the skyline of Manila’s financial district 
in the Philippines on Aug. 17, 2017.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

By Joel Ruiz Butuyan
Inquirer.net

By Ernesto M. Pernia
Inquirer.net

ON SATURDAY, the United States treasury department 
announced a freeze on all US assets of self-proclaimed “Appointed 
Son of God,” televangelist Apollo Quiboloy, and his Kingdom of 
Jesus Christ (KOJC) religious sect.

The asset freeze means all transactions involving properties and 
entities that Quiboloy owns, directly or indirectly, in the US will be 
blocked and reported to the Office of Foreign Assets Control (Ofac), 
while the provision of funds, goods, and services for him or from 
him will be prohibited. The US assets of the staunch Duterte ally 
reportedly include a multimillion mansion in Calabasas, California, 
luxury cars, an $18-million private plane, and some $20 million 
in donations collected from 2014 to mid-2019 by the Los Angeles 
branch of KOJC alone.

The move was part of US sanctions on about 40 persons in nine 
countries that coincided with the observance of International Anti-
Corruption Day on Dec. 9 alongside Human Rights Day on Dec. 
10, and was meant to “promote accountability for human rights 
abusers and corrupt actors across the world.”

“For more than a decade, Apollo Carreon Quiboloy engaged in 
serious human rights abuse, including a pattern of systemic and 
pervasive rape of girls as young as 11 years old, as well as other 
physical abuse,” the Ofac said in a press statement.

The forfeiture order came as a surprise to Quiboloy’s lawyers, 
with his American counsel, Michael Jay Green, saying that his 
client was already being punished even before the start of his trial 
on sex trafficking charges that has been reset to 2024.

Green was referring to Quiboloy’s indictment in November 
2021 by a US federal grand jury for the sex-trafficking of girls 
under threat of “eternal damnation,” as well as immigration 
offenses. On Jan. 31 this year, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) published a wanted poster seeking information leading to 
Quiboloy’s arrest on the charges.

Despite the US sanction, Department of Justice (DOJ) Secretary 
Jesus Crispin Remulla has adopted a wait and see stance, shrugging 
off a possible extradition request from the US, saying, “It would 
take a long time, (the US would) have to file the necessary cases 
first … We’re waiting for things to happen from our end.”

While stressing that the DOJ was supportive of the US’ cause 
in protecting human rights, DOJ spokesperson and Assistant 
Secretary Mico Clavano said it was “too premature” to speak on 
the issue. “Allow us to gather verified information and seek US 
legal experts’ advice. Then we can act accordingly.”

But House Assistant Minority Leader and Gabriela women’s 
party list representative Arlene Brosas urged the government 
to take a more decisive stand, instead of just waiting for the 
extradition request from the US. For one, she pointed out, the DOJ 
should task the Anti-Money Laundering Council and the National 
Security Council to “conduct an exhaustive investigation on Pastor 
Quiboloy’s offenses and financial transactions, and enable victims 
to come forward through a witness protection program.” This is 
mandated under Republic Act No. 11862 or the Expanded Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Act, she added.

ACT Teachers’ party list Rep. France Castro, who called the US 
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When the youth 
vote mattered

(See CONGENS, Page 8)

Kyrsten Sinema’s departure is 
more show than substance

NEWS REPORTS showed 
hundreds and hundreds of college 
students “waiting for hours to 
vote.”

An exemplary scene was 
reported: Hundreds of University 
of Michigan students waiting 
for hours to vote.  Scenes like 
this student group were played 
out as “the youth vote showed 
up in force for the midterm 
e l e c t i o n s , ”  d e s c r i b e d  a s 
“providing a decisive booth for 
Democrats.”

“An estimated 27 percent of 
adults ages 18 to 29 cast ballots 
across the country,” as reported by 
exit polls -- “the second highest 
mark in a midterm election in 
almost 30 years.” More reports 
surfaced: “Turnout was up across 
all age groups for a midterm 
election.  The real difference was 
that Millennials under 30, and 
members of Gen Z (the oldest 
of whom are 25) favored House 
Democratic candidates by a 
lopsided 28 points. Interestingly, 
state-level races gave Republicans 
“fewer wins than expected.”

Exit polls revealed how many 
voters were “motivated by the 
desire to protect the abortion 
access.”

Sixty (60) percent of voters 
indicated how they wanted 
abortion to be “legal” in most 
cases, and half of those said the 
issue was the principal factor in 
their vote.

More  marked  was  how 
Democrats retained “power” 
in Pennsylvania, New York, 
Colorado, and Michigan. How 
Democratic candidates were 
able to “flip” the office from 
red to blue in Massachusetts 
and Maryland, was considered 
“outstanding.”

H o w e v e r ,  i n  F l o r i d a , 
Republican Governor Ron 
DeSantis easily moved to a 
second term, marked with a 
victory of close to nearly 20 
percentage points.  Georgia’s 
Republican incumbent, Brian 
Kemp, “decisively defeated 
Stacey Abrams.  

In Arizona,  Republican Kari 
Lake was “trailing,” as news 
reports indicated.  Ms. Lake 
“implied” how she would not 
“recognize” a loss to Democrat 
Katie Hobbs.  Lake further added 
how the same “incompetency and 

corruption that denied Donald 
Trump a win in 2020” surfaced 
once more. 

U n e x p e c t e d  v i c t o r i e s 
b y  D e m o c r a t s  i n  s e v e r a l 
state legislatures were highly 
impressive.  In Michigan, both 
chambers of the legislature 
“flipped” to Democrats for the 
“first time in four decades,” thus 
providing Governor Gretchen 
“free rein.”  And in North Carolina, 
where Republicans were reported 
as “needing just a few seats to get 
a supermajority that would enable 
them to override the Democratic 
governor’s veto,” they were 
described as “falling short by one.”  

Almost all of the candidates the 
former President Trump endorsed 
for secretary of state -- the 
office responsible for overseeing 
elections -- also lost.

Political analysts indicated 
how, in 2016, Hillary Clinton 
“swept” Miami-Dade, Florida’s 
largest county by 29 points; yet, 
Biden won it four years later by 
“just 7 points.”

Verily, although such states as 
North Carolina, was described as 
“seeing red,” the party’s failure 
to reach a supermajority in both 
chambers presented a “sort of win 
for Democrats,” and Republicans 
will need to wait for “someone to 
be absent from the floor, and they 
can pass whatever they want.”

Standing out as far from an 
easy win was Arizona.  Republican 
Lake, having trailed in the 
governor’s race underscored how 
MAGA (“Make American Great 
Again”) leaders brought “fury and 
fanaticism” to what was supposed 
to be a “victory” for

Lake and her party.  The latter 
group was described largely 
as having been identified as 
«hurling insults and stoking 
paranoia.»

Wasn’t the same party led 
by the defeated Lake “one last 
attempt to generate disgust -- not 
just meant for Democrats, but 
toward the democratic process?”

College students participate in an election rally.

(David Axelrod, a senior CNN 
political commentator and host 
of “The Axe Files,” was a senior 
adviser to President Barack 
Obama and chief strategist 
for the 2008 and 2012 Obama 
presidential campaigns.) 

K Y R S T E N  S I N E M A  
always has had a flair for the 
dramatic.

Whether through her colorful 
and flamboyant attire or the keep-
them-guessing, idiosyncratic 
politics that drives many of her 
Democratic colleagues nuts, the 
Arizona senator knows how to 
make a splash.

She did that again Friday, 
with her announcement that 
she is leaving the party and 
registering as an independent – 
disrupting the warm afterglow 
S e n a t e  D e m o c r a t s  w e r e 
feeling following Sen. Raphael 
Warnock’s reelection victory in 
Georgia.

Democrats were gleeful that 
Warnock’s victory appeared to 
give them a 51st vote after two 
years of a 50-50 split in the US 
Senate. Sinema’s declaration casts 
a shadow of uncertainty on the 
Democrats’ celebratory moment.

But if Sinema’s decision rained 
on the Democrats’ parade, it seems 
more a drizzle than a downpour. 
The practical effect in the next 
Congress is likely to be slight. 
She told CNN that she hopes to 
keep her committee assignments 
and continue business as usual.

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h 
Politico, Sinema added, “I don’t 
anticipate that anything will 
change relative to the Senate 
structure.” And there’s good 
reason to believe her. With 
the exception of some notable 

dissents, she has backed President 
Joe Biden’s positions 93% of the 
time during his first two years in 
office.

As it is, Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer relies on the 
votes of two other senators who 
caucus with Democrats but are 
technically independents – Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont, an icon of the 
progressive left, and Angus King, 
a moderate from Maine. Sinema 
now joins their ranks.

It’s unclear whether Sinema 
will formally caucus with Senate 
Democrats. But she told Politico 
that she will not caucus with the 
Republicans.

So in keeping with her habit 
of standing out by standing 
apart, Sinema’s declaration 
seems meant more as a statement 
about hyperpartisanship than an 
institution-shifting change of 
position.

“Everyday Americans are 
increasingly left behind by 
national parties’ rigid partisanship, 
which has hardened in recent 
years,” Sinema wrote in an op-
ed for The Arizona Republic, 
explaining her decision to switch 
political affiliations. “Pressures 
in both parties pull leaders to the 
edges, allowing the loudest, most 

extreme voices to determine their 
respective parties’ priorities and 
expecting the rest of us to fall 
in line.”

An outspoken progressive in 
her early political life, Sinema 
has evolved over time to become 
a leading moderate player in the 
Senate.

More  than  most  of  her 
colleagues, Sinema has worked 
easily across party lines in the 
Senate, helping to forge significant 
bipartisan legislation on a variety 
of issues, including infrastructure, 
gun control, and most recently, 
same-sex marriage. 

B u t  l a u d a b l e  a s  t h o s e 
compromises were, there are 
few political incentives for 
bipartisanship in today’s highly 
polarized party politics, in which 
the nominating processes are 
dominated by more ideologically 
driven voters.

Sinema’s  announcement 
merely codifies that reality, as 
she acknowledged in an interview 
with CNN: “I’ve never fit neatly 
into any party box. I’ve never 
really tried. I don’t want to.”

Sinema has enraged many 
Democrats by using her leverage 
in a divided Senate to deny some 
long-sought progressive priorities, 

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona

By David Axelrod
CNN

IN MY 41 YEARS  as a 
resident of Los Angeles County, 
I have known and interacted 
with every consul general from 
the time of the late Ambassador 
Armando C. Fernandez to the 
current Edgar B. Badajos.

They have varying traits, 
id iosyncras ies ,   s ty le  and 
demeanor. They have common 
denominator though: they are 
congenial, amiable but passionate 
about their consular jobs.

And in my humble opinion, 
my top three diplomats who have 
been assigned to Los Angeles 
with jurisdictions in adjoining 
states are: Armando C. Fernandez, 
Adelio Angelito Soriano Cruz and 
Edgar B. Badajos in that order 
-- with consuls general Hellen 
M. Barber-dela Vega, Marciano 
A. Paynor, Jr. and Emmanuel C. 
Fernandez, our fraternity brod 
and my Quezon City neighbor, as 
honorable mentions.

Why do I say this? From my 
keen observation and close range 
interactions with them, they have 
earned the affections of their 
constituents or general public that 
they serve.

Ambassador Fernandez was 
the longest-serving consul general 
in L.A. (July 1977-May 1985).  
His diplomatic rank is that of an 
ambassador. The second longest-
serving consul general was Pedro 
G. Ramirez (1954-1962), the 
father of my fellow community 

The endearing qualities of Los 
Angeles Consuls General

leader and good friend Peter 
Ramirez. It was in October 1955 
during the tenure of ConGen 
Ramirez when the L.A. post was 
elevated to Consulate General by 
then President Ramon Magsaysay. 
It used to be an extension of the 
Philippine Consulate General in 
San Francisco.

I chose Ambassador Fernandez 
not only because he was my 
cum-provinciano,  my wedding 
godfather and family friend way 
back,  but because of his closeness 
and deep affection to the Filipino 
community. My father, lawyer 
Bonifacio D. Nino was a political 
ally and campaign manager of his 
late father, 2nd District Pangasinan 
Congressman Angel Fernandez 
of our town Mangatarem. The 
prominent Fernandez clan hails 
from Dagupan City.

T h e  l a t e  A m b a s s a d o r 
F e r n a n d e z  o rg a n i z e d  t h e 
Pangasinan Brotherhood-USA in 
1978 as well as the Confederation 
of Pilipino Organizations also 
known as CONPUSO. He was 
an inveterate organizer. We 
used to meet many times at his 
ambassador’s mansion in a glitzy 
village on Wilshire Blvd. near 
the consulate office -- with my 

fellow Pangasinan town and city 
association council presidents.

One time, he called and caught 
me off guard while I was lullabying 
my one and only son Denver, who 
was crying loud at that time while 
I was speaking to him. Because of 
his encouragement, I organized 
our  Association of Mangatarem 
Overseas Residents (AMOR) of 
Southern California. His purpose 
of calling was to remind me that 
he’ll send a case of San Miguel 
beer to our first organizational 
meeting. This was unprecedented. 
Even with his exalted position, 
Congen Fernandez was humble, 
down-to-earth, pro-active and 
generous with his time. He was a 
people-oriented diplomat. He and 
his lovely wife were so hospitable.

As a tribute to Ambassador 
Fernandez’ glorious stint as 
consul general in Los Angeles, 
the Pangasinan Brotherhood-USA 
organized a send-off gala night 
for him.

Next in my list is Congen 
Adelio Soriano Cruz.  I had a 
closer inter-personal interaction 
with Congen Adelio Cruz because 
he is also a cum-provinciano from 
Pangasinan. His beloved mother 
is from Dagupan City although 
he didn’t grow up there and 
could not speak our Pangasinense 
dialect but her mom is very fluent 
with the right twang. During 
his first year of tenure, Congen 
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programs over time without letup, 
the Philippines was constrained to 
jettison its own program in the late 
’70s on orders of President Marcos 
Sr., who acceded for political 
expediency to the demands of 
the Catholic Church hierarchy. 
In  1970 ,  the  Ph i l ipp ines ’ 
population was 36.6 million and 
Thailand’s was 36.9 million. 
It had a gross national income 
(GNI) per capita of $220 close 
to Thailand’s $210, and both 
countries had identical poverty 
incidence at 13 percent.

Indones ia ,  wi th  a  ve ry 
expansive land area (or resource 
base) ,  had  a  much la rger 
population of 115 million and 
also initiated its PM-FP program 
in 1970, but its GNI per capita was 
only $80. Malaysia, with a much 
smaller population of 11 million in 
1970, started its program in 1966, 
and its GNI per capita was $370.

F a s t  f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 2 0 , 
the foregoing indicators had 
dramatically diverged. Philippine 
population ballooned to nearly 
110 million, while Thailand’s rose 
to slightly less than 70 million. 
GNI per capita was $3,430 in 
2020 ($3,850 in 2019) for the 
Philippines, and $7,050 ($7,407 
in 2019) for Thailand. On the 
other hand, poverty rate was 
estimated at 18.1 percent in 2021 
(16.7 percent in 2018) for the 
former, and 8.8 percent in 2020 
(6.2 percent in 2019) for the latter.

I n d o n e s i a ’s  p o p u l a t i o n 
increased to 274 million in 2020. 
Its GNI per capita rose sharply to 

$3,870 in 2020 ($4,050 in 2019). 
Its poverty rate at 13 percent in 
1970 was brought down to 9.8 
percent by 2020. Malaysia’s 
population was up to 33 million 
in 2020, and its GNI per capita 
escalated exponentially to $10,580 
($11,230 in 2019), which enabled 
Malaysia to drastically cut its 
poverty rate to 8.4 percent in 
2020 from a high of 49.7 percent 
in 1970.

The foregoing indicators 
show that the Philippines had 
the fastest growing population 
(threefold in 50 years) and also 
the largest relative to land area in 
all of Asean. As regards economic 
indicators, it has considerably 
lagged behind its original Asean 
neighbors, being the last to 
achieve demographic transition, 
thereby falling to bottom of the 
pile from the top in the ’60s to 
mid-’80s. One wonders, therefore, 
why the WB paper has eschewed 
the population factor in their 
analysis of poverty and inequality. 
It can be recalled that in the mid-
1960s through to the mid-1990s, 
the World Bank had a major 
population program touted as 
a success in many developing 
countries, save the Philippines, 
unfortunately. So, is the program 
now regarded as an “elephant in 
the room” sleeping and not to be 
disturbed?

(Ernesto M. Pernia is professor 
emeritus of economics, University 
of the Philippines Diliman, and 
former secretary of socioeconomic 
planning, National Economic 
and Development Authority.) 

(From Page 4)

POVERTY: Inequality
Powerful picture of poverty in the Philippines

including her opposition to higher 
tax rates on the wealthy. And she 
has steadfastly opposed ending 
the filibuster rule that Republicans 
have used to block key Democratic 
priorities.

It’s common knowledge in 
the Capitol that Sinema enjoys 
warmer relations with some of 
her Republican colleagues than 
she does with Schumer.

B a c k  h o m e ,  A r i z o n a 
Democrats appeared to have 
broken up with Sinema even 
before she broke up with the 
party. A September poll showed 
that 57% of Arizona Democrats 
disapproved of her performance. 
And Sinema was already facing 
a likely primary challenge in 
2024 from Rep. Ruben Gillego 
of Arizona, a progressive favorite 
who represented a significant 
political threat.

Of course, two years is an 
eternity in politics. Polls can 
change. Perhaps Sinema – who 
declined to address questions 
about her reelection to CNN – 

sees a way forward by forging 
an a l l iance  of  d isaffected 
Republicans and Democrats. But 
such a path would be logistically 
and politically complicated.

Arizona has a history of 
electing mavericks in the image 
of the late Republican Sen. John 
McCain. But Sinema’s bold self-
presentation and quirky political 
style may undercut the value of 
her independence. In that same 
September poll, a small majority 
of independent votes gave her 

poor ratings.
In making her announcement, 

Sinema gave no hint of her 
future plans. And rather than a 
re-positioning for future races, it 
may well be a prelude to a career 
change for a politician without a 
partisan home.

“I  see her  becoming an 
independent, but still participating 
with Democrats – like a married 
couple who has separated,” a close 
ally of Sinema’s told me Friday. 
“I think the final divorce may be 
when she [decides not to] run.”

The colorful Sen. Kyrsten Sinema during a Senate hearing.

(From Page 5)
SINEMA: More show than substance?

Philippine naval forces in the West 
Philippine Sea.

In November, the Philippine 
military said that the Chinese 
Coast Guard forcefully retrieved 
Chinese rocket debris from them.

China, however, disputed 
and claimed that a “friendly” 
consultation took place.

Following the incidents, the 
US expressed solidarity with the 
Philippines.

“The United States stands 
with our ally, the Philippines, 
in upholding the rules-based 
international order and freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea 
as guaranteed under international 
law,” Price said.

Meanwhile, China on Tuesday, 
December 20, condemned the 
United States over its latest move 
to back up the Philippines against 
the continued presence of Chinese 
vessels in the West Philippine Sea.

In a statement, the spokesperson 
of the Chinese Embassy in the 
Philippines says, “We strongly 
deplore and firmly oppose” the 
statement issued by the US, adding 
the “unfounded accusations… 
attempt to stir up troubles and 
drive a wedge between China and 
the Philippines.”

“The US keeps meddling in 
the South China Sea disputes and 
trying to drive wedges between 
countries in the region, creating 
tensions and harming regional 
peace and stability,” it said. 
“What the US has done is not to 
help anyone but to serve its own 
geopolitical interests.”

This was in response to a 
December 19 statement issued 
by the US Department of State 
where it called on China to respect 
the international law of the sea 
in the South China Sea and its 
legal obligations in relation to the 
historic 2016 Hague ruling.

The US issued the statement 
five days after Philippines’ 
Department of Nation Defense 
officer-in-charge Jose Faustino 

Jr. expressed “great concern” 
over China’s continued presence, 
saying that the information about 
vessels near Iriqouis Reef and 
Sabina Shoal as “unacceptable.” 

But the Chinese Embassy 
insists the two countries “belong 
to the Asian family and have 
stayed friendly for thousands 
of years,” adding that that “it is 
only natural for neighbors to have 
differences.”

“The two countries share 
the Asian wisdom of settling 
differences through dialogue and 
consultation,” it said.

“We urge the US to stop using 
the South China Sea issue to stir 
up troubles, sow discord between 
China and the Philippines and 
undermine stability in the South 
China Sea,” it added.

(From Page1)
CHINA: US backs PH amid swarming

LEGAZPI CITY, Albay— 
Moderate to heavy rainfall 
triggered floods and landslides 
in the Bicol region since Sunday, 
prompting local officials to send at 
least 127 families, or 417 people, 
to evacuation centers.

In a report, Gremil Alexis Naz, 
the spokesperson for the Office 
of Civil Defense (OCD) in Bicol, 
said 62 flooding and two landslide 
incidents were reported in Albay, 
Camarines Sur and Camarines 
Norte provinces.

Most of the displaced residents 
were from the towns of Calabanga, 
Lagonoy and Tinambac in 
Camarines Sur and Vinzons town 
in Camarines Norte.

Local disaster officials started 
the  evacuat ion on Sunday 
afternoon when floodwaters 
inundated several low-lying 
villages.

Naz said 39 vi l lages in 
Camarines Sur’s other towns of 
Magarao, Calabanga, Bombon, 
Tinambac, San Jose, Presentacion, 
Lagonoy, Goa and Caramoan 
were also submerged in flood.

S e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  a l s o 
experienced power interruption in 
Camarines Norte, the OCD said.

Some roads and spillways 

Floods, landslides force hundreds to flee homes in Bicol

This road in Barangay Alimsog in Santo Domingo, Albay, is tempo-
rarily closed after a landslide caused boulders to race down from 
a rocky slope due to incessant rains on Monday, Dec. 19, 2022. 

were rendered impassable to light 
vehicles in the towns of Lupi, 
Lagonoy, Goa and Calabanga.

At 5 p.m., the Philippine 
Atmospher ic ,  Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services 
Administration (Pagasa) raised a 
red heavy rainfall warning in Albay, 
Catanduanes and Camarines 
Sur (Caramoan, Presentacion, 
Garchitorena, Lagonoy, San Jose, 
Goa, Tinambac, Calabanga and 
Siruma), where serious floods and 
landslides were expected in high-
risk areas. Orange warning was 
raised in Camarines Norte and 
the rest of Camarines Sur while 
yellow warning was hoisted in 
Sorsogon. The heavy rains were 
caused by the combined effect 
of the shear line and extension of 
a low-pressure area, the Pagasa 
said.

The intense rains also forced 
the suspension of classes at 
all levels in private and public 
schools in Camarines Sur and 
Camarines Norte on Monday.

In Albay, volcano debris 
cascaded from Mt. Mayon on 
Monday, making the road at 
Mauraro village in Guinobatan 
town impassable to light vehicles.

Clearing operations were 

immediately carried out to 
remove the debris from the road, 
municipal disaster risk reduction 
officer Joy Maravillas told the 

Inquirer.
Albay Gov. Edcel Greco 

Lagman also suspended work 
and classes in the province due to 

the continuous heavy rains.
In Albay’s Sto. Domingo 

town, rock slides occurred in the 
villages of Alimsog, Calayucay 
and Buhatan.

“The roads in these areas 
were temporarily closed to avoid 
accidents among motorists,” said 
municipal administrator Mike 
Bansale.

Sto. Domingo Mayor Joseling 
Aguas Jr. said they have yet to 
impose a forced evacuation, but he 
already directed the local disaster 
office to closely monitor the 
situation to attain zero casualties.

In Daraga town, a minor 
landslide struck Sipi village, 
damaging a garage in a residential 
area.

Alex Comia, Daraga municipal 
disaster risk reduction officer, 
said gutter-deep flooding hit 
Kimantong village.
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Mr. Marcos has set very high 
public expectations of what his 
administration can accomplish 
because he has peddled the years 
of his father’s reign as the “golden 
age” of our country. The bar of 
expectations of success has even 
gotten higher because of the 
many serious crises that beset our 
country.

Mr. Marcos has been given a 
rare chance to prove that the tales 
of prosperity during his father’s 
reign, and which people expect to 
be revived in his son’s rule, were 
true. A bequest of power for six 
years may seem long but, in reality, 
it’s a very brief interlude that could 
unravel the ballyhooed “golden 
years” as nothing but fairy tales. 

GOVERNANCE
(From Page 4)

According to the Wescom 
report, the Chinese Coast Guard 
said it was “allowing” the supplies 
to be delivered but also issued 
radio challenges claiming that 
the Philippines’ resupply vessel 
was inside the “jurisdiction of 
the People’s Republic of China.”

Ayungin Shoal is part of 
the Kalayaan Group of Islands 
occupied by the Philippines, 
which formed part of Palawan 
province.  The atoll  in the 
Spratlys Island, located some 
239 kilometers from Palawan, is 
being claimed by China as part of 
its territory.

China first warned the Wescom 
resupply mission team against 
bringing construction materials to 
Ayungin in April this year. After 
which, Chinese militia vessels 
and rubber boats deployed in the 
area blocked the passage to the 
entrance of Ayungin Shoal with 
nets and ropes.

The nets and ropes were 
removed last May but the Chinese 
coast guard, militia vessels and 

rubber boats remained in the area.
T h e  We s c o m  s a i d  t h a t 

the Philippine supply boats 
“responded to the radio challenge 
accordingly” and proceeded with 
the mission and planned route.

“We consider this as an 
encroachment on our territorial 
waters and violation of our 
sovereign rights,” Wescom 
spokesperson Maj. Cherryl Tindog 
said on Sunday.

Wescom commander Vice 
Adm. Alberto Carlos, in a text 
message to the Inquirer on Sunday, 
said that the resupply mission 
team did not have to and “never 
requested permission to conduct 
resupply and other maritime 
operations in our territory and 
EEZ (exclusive economic zone).”

Carlos also reiterated the 
significance of the BRP Sierra 
Madre, serving as the nearest 
Philippine outpost to China’s 
military garrison on Mischief 
Reef. The former Philippine 
Navy vessel was intentionally 
run aground in Ayungin Shoal to 
serve as detachment of troops in 
the West Philippine Sea.

“The Mischief garrison is in 
our country’s exclusive economic 
zone and is China’s closest military 
facility to Palawan. That is why 
resupply missions are critical 
in maintaining our presence in 
Ayungin,” Carlos said.

“Whatever differences we 
have with China, in this particular 
case, their position on bringing 
construction materials during 
LS57 resupply mission, we intend 
to address through continuing 
dialogue and diplomacy,” he 
added.

This most recent resupply 
mission joined by the University 
of Perpetual Help System and the 
Naval Forces Reserve National 
Capital Region, who brought 
Christmas care packs for the crew 
of BRP Sierra Madre, was the 11th 
conducted by Wescom this year.

(From Page 1)
AYUNGIN: New incident

Personnel from the Armed Forces’ Western Command onboard this 
contracted fishing vessel (left) are on a resupply mission to troops 
stationed at the BRP Sierra Madre in Ayungin Shoal in the West 
Philippine Sea on Saturday when “challenged” and shadowed by 
the Chinese coast guard onboard a vessel with bow No. 5205 (right). 

charges against a former president, 
do not guarantee that Trump will 
be indicted — but they do add to 
the evidence being weighed by the 
Justice Department and special 
counsel Jack Smith in its own 
investigation of Trump.

Members of the panel argued 
that Trump’s efforts to overthrow 
the election results — including 
pushing unsubstantiated claims 
of voter fraud and urging his 
supporters to send fake electors 
to Washington — form enough 
evidence for federal prosecutors 
to win a conviction against the 
former president.

“Even if it were true that 
President Trump genuinely 
believed the election was stolen, 
this is no defense. No president can 
ignore the courts and purposely 
violate the law no matter what 
supposed ‘justification’ he or she 
presents,” House investigators 
wrote in a section of their report 
released Monday.

The House committee made 
criminal referrals against John 
Eastman, a lawyer and Trump 
loyalist who aided the former 
president’s efforts to overturn his 
election loss, on the same charges 
except the insurrection offense.

The panel also recommended 
the House ethics committee 
investigate colleagues who 
brushed aside congressional 
subpoenas seeking testimony on 
their knowledge and efforts about 
the Jan. 6 attack — including 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., Rep. Jim 
Jordan, R-Ohio, Rep. Andy Biggs, 
R-Ariz., and Rep. Scott Perry, 
R-Pa.

In advance of Monday’s final 
hearing, Trump attacked the 
House lawmakers in posts to 

his social media platform, Truth 
Social.

“The Unselect Committee of 
political hacks are the same group 
that came up with the RUSSIA, 
RUSSIA, RUSSIA HOAX, not 
to mention many others. They 
are Corrupt cowards who hate our 
Country!” he wrote.

Trump did not directly address 
the report’s findings, including 
the core tenet that he goaded his 
followers to action but didn’t join 
them himself, but he did repeat his 
unfounded claims that the 2020 
election was “rigged and stolen.”

The criminal referrals mark a 
historic end to the 18-month-long 
investigation by the House select 
committee and are detailed in 
the portions of its report released 
Monday. The release comes just 
days before House Republicans, 
including many who worked 
with Trump in his effort to toss 
the 2020 election results, take 
power next month as a result of 
the November midterms.

In a 154-page section of the 
panel’s larger report, which is 
expected to be released publicly 
later this week, lawmakers wrote 
that Trump obstructed an official 
proceeding of Congress with his 

repeated efforts to delay or deny 
the counting of the electoral votes 
on Jan. 6 that would finalize 
the transfer of power to then-
President-elect Joe Biden.

The lawmakers wrote that 
Trump committed a “conspiracy 
to defraud the United States,” 
particularly when he offered 
to make Clark acting attorney 
general if Clark agreed to help 
him push the fake electors scheme 
by falsely claiming the Justice 
Department had found evidence 
of widespread voter fraud.

They also wrote that Trump 
entered into a “conspiracy to 
make a false statement” when he 
“conspired with others to submit 
fake electors to Congress and the 
National Archives.”

And for the fourth criminal 
referral, they wrote that Trump 
sought to incite, assist or aid 
and comfort an insurrection. 
“President Trump was directly 
responsible for summoning 
what became a violent mob to 
Washington, D.C., urging them 
to march to the Capitol, and then 
further provoking that already 
violent and lawless crowd with 
his 2:24 p.m. tweet about the vice 
president,” the lawmakers wrote.

Trump supporters participate in a rally in Washington on Janu-
ary 6, 2021.

(From Page 1)

PANEL: Urges filing of raps vs Trump

CAGAYAN DE ORO  – 
Former followers of controversial 
preacher  Apol lo  Quiboloy 
called on Malacañang to look 
into the practices, activities, 
and operations of the pastor’s 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ (KOJC) 
and not look the other way given 
his cases and the recent sanctions 
imposed on him in the United 
States.

“How many editorials are 
needed before our government 
acts?” asked lawyer Pearl Canada, 
a former Quiboloy follower now 
living in the US.

She and other disgruntled 
former members of the KOJC 
in the US said the government 
was sending the international 
community the wrong message 
on impunity with its inaction on 

Ex-Quiboloy followers ask gov’t: Don’t turn a blind eye

KOJC Pastor Apollo Quiboloy

the allegations of serious human 
rights abuses and other crimes 
against Quiboloy.

T h e y  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e 
government to start a motu 
p ropr io  invest igat ion into 
Quiboloy’s and KOJC’s activities 
in the Philippines, and to hold the 
preacher accountable.

Canada said, “Trafficking 
is a crime against humanity. 
T h a t  a l o n e  i s  e n o u g h  t o 
make Malacañang initiate an 
investigation.”

Canada, who once taught law 
at Quiboloy’s school in Davao 
City, is a member of one of 
the families that used to wield 
influence in the KOJC for years. 

Her father, a former village 
chief in Davao City, had served 
as a close aide of Quiboloy, and 

other members of the family held 
various positions in the group 
until they severed their ties with 
his church and left for the US a 
few years back.

The US announced in early 
December  that  i t  imposed 
sanctions on Quiboloy due to 
serious human rights abuses, 
b l o c k i n g  h i s  a s s e t s  a n d 
other interests, and banning 
transactions that would benefit 
him and his group.

The doomsday preacher and 
several of his church associates 
are scheduled to be tried on 
March 2024 in a Los Angeles, 
California district court for 
conspiracy to engage in sex 
trafficking, sex trafficking 
of children, marriage fraud, 
fraud and misuse of visas, bulk 
cash smuggling, promotional 
money laundering, concealment 
of  money launder ing,  and 
international promotional money 
laundering.

Canada said the sanctions 
imposed by the US Department 
of Treasury on Quiboloy made 
her and other former KOJC 
members hopeful amid their 
“growing frustrations due to 
delay, and how things work in 
the Philippines.”

“It is a breath of fresh air. At 
least, the case progresses, albeit 
slowly,” she said.

Canada added, “The inaction 
of the Philippine government is 
very appalling, and shocking to 
the conscience.”

She said it was like “throwing 
stones in the air” when the cases 
were filed against Quiboloy at 

a time when his close friend, 
Rodrigo Duterte, was president.

Quiboloy, she said, was able to 
maintain his flamboyant lifestyle 
in the Philippines until now, “but 
(we are) still hoping that this 
government (under President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.) will no 
longer play deaf and mute.”

“For what? Election votes? 
They should be smart enough 
to know how small this group 
of Quiboloy is compared to 
INC (Iglesia ni Cristo) and 
other mega-churches. His is a 
mega-church of chicanery, and 
if you pierce the veil of this 
institution, all they have are a 
few loyal church workers and 
members… I’m saying this is 
not about numbers. Obviously, 
Quiboloy’s friendship with the 
Duterte patriarch is what keeps 
the government mum,” Canada 
added.

One of Quiboloy’s staunchest 
critics, former KOJC “pastoral” 
Arlene Caminong-Stone said 
she found it revolting that the 
preacher was even partying 

with powerful and influential 
politicians in the country at a 
time when he was labeled as one 
of the most wanted persons in 
the US by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI).

Quiboloy’s  “pas tora l s ,” 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  U S  f e d e r a l 
prosecutors and former KOJC 
members,  take care of  the 
pastor’s needs – from organizing 
his engagements to household 
chores. Some of them were even 
allegedly required to offer their 
bodies and perform “night duty: 
or have intimate relations with 
the now septuagenarian preacher.

Those accused were either 
arrested or surrendered to US 
authorities and then bailed out 
after their indictment by a federal 
jury in California in late 2021, 
except for Quiboloy and two of 
his associates.

Stone said the Philippine 
government either didn’t see 
red flags when US authorities 
charged Quiboloy or merely 
turned a blind eye to how the 
Davao City-based KOJC has 
been operating.
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Cruz attended our Christmas 
Party at the world renowned,  
cavernous and gleaming City of 
Cerritos Performing  Arts Hall. He 
was well-received by our fellow 
Pangasinenses. He connected well 
with his grassroots constituents 
like me. Then met him again during 
the Induction and Coronation of 
my client,  Filipino-American 
Tarlac Association, whom I had 
the pleasure to introduce him at 
Marriot Baldwin Park.

As a fellow Pangasinense, we 
invited him to grace our special 
treat for him at Marriott Long 
Beach for an intimate private 
dinner cum karaoke and disco 
party with his mom – courtesy 
of PP Eddie C. Ferrer. With a 
baritone voice, Congen Cruz  
sang some OPMs. He was also 
down-to-earth and shed off his 
“high and mighty diplomatic 
position.” His wife Cathy danced 
with us with the late Miss Mutya 
ng Pilipinas Rosemarie de Vera, 
another Pangasinense. This was 
followed again by a fund-raiser 
at Marriott Long Beach with 
PB-USA.

I was impressed when he helped 
somebody from Fresno, California 
who asked me to connect to him 
for help due to emergency to 
travel to the Philippines  -- for a 
dying relative. Without any kinks 
and impediments, she was able 
to travel to the Motherland. This 
nurse from Fresno was so profuse 
in her praise for  Congen Cruz 

and his staff -- for mitigating her 
journey.

The third-ranked in my list 
is Congen Edgardo B. Badajos. 
He  made indelible imprint 
with his social action advocacy 
and grassroot outreach when 
he partnered with the Filipino 
American Community of Los 
Angeles (FACLA) under Trini 
Foliente in organizing the 
Congen’s Cup. The proceeds of 
this golf tournament has funded 
the Livelihood Program of APO 
Global Foundation’s  Egg Laying 
Chickens also known as “Manok 
Ni Juan” in the foothills of Mt. 
Sierra Madre, Nueva Ecija -- 
benefiting three marginalized 
indigenous families of Dumagat 
and Igorot early this year.

Not  only his  grassroots 
reach but Congen Badajos also 
earned  his legions of fans with 
his gift in public speaking and 
extemporaneous,  inspir ing 
speeches and his talent in singing. 

This was recently manifested 
during the Kalayaan Inc.’s  
Induction on Dec. 11 at Hyatt 
Hotel near Disneyland. He jested, 
“Do you want me to speak first 
or sing first?” -- to the uproar of 
the crowd. He crooned two love 
songs, “One in a Million You” 
recorded by Larry Graham Jr. and 
“Ikaw” popularized by Philippine 
recording artists, Sharon Cuneta, 
Ariel Rivera, Martin Nievera 
and Regine Velasquez. His fans 
gamely swarmed over him, wiping 
his forehead and hugging him 
and posing for pictorial. Congen 
Badajos became a celebrity in his 
own right. Co-emcee Noel Omega 
commented, “Congen Badajos 
can be a politician someday in his 
native Abra.”

Lydia Solis, one of the emcees, 
joked, “Is there an additional 
compensation for a consul 
general singing in front of his 
constituents? – denino1951@
gmail.com

Consul General Adelio S. Cruz Consul General Edgar Badajos

(From Page 5)

CONGENS: Their endearing qualities

sanction on Quiboloy “a good development,” said she hopes it would 
“serve as a signal to local authorities to also look into the illegal 
activities of Pastor Quiboloy here. Wala dapat sacred cow dito.” 
Indeed, Quiboloy’s close association as spiritual adviser to former 
president Duterte has made him untouchable under the previous 
administration, with Mr. Duterte admitting that the pastor had 
given him real estate properties, cars, and the use of his private 
jet. In return, Quiboloy’s TV station, Sonshine Media, was among 
three firms owned by the former president’s allies to be given the 
radio frequencies of the Lopez-owned ABS-CBN network that was 
shuttered by the government for alleged tax violations.

In June 2020, the Prosecutor’s Office in Davao City—where 
Duterte served as mayor for some 20 years—dismissed the charges 
of rape, child abuse, physical abuse, trafficking in persons through 
forced labor, and trafficking in persons through sexual abuse filed 
in December 2019 against Quiboloy and five others by a former 
member of the KOJC. A petition for review of the complaint is 
pending before the DOJ.

With the sex trafficking of children considered a grave 
criminal offense anywhere in the world, Quiboloy is bound to face 
unflinching prosecution by the US should it perceive the Philippine 
judicial system as being too weak and deferential to the “Owner 
of the Universe.”

The best recourse, then, is for the DOJ to cooperate with the 
prosecution to give Quiboloy his day in court, while allowing his 
victims a chance to pursue justice. Doing so would also prove 
that the country’s judicial system works, as Remulla and other 
justice officials have stoutly maintained, to bar the International 
Criminal Court from investigating Mr. Duterte for “crimes against 
humanity” in connection with his brutal war against drugs.

At the very least, such commitment to law would restore the 
Filipinos’ trust in the country’s legal system. – Philippine Daily 
Inquirer

(From Page 4)
EDITORIAL: Quiboloy

WA S H I N G TO N  -  T h e 
committee investigating the 
events of Jan. 6, 2021, said 
Monday it would be referring 
four Republican members of 
Congress to the House Ethics 
Committee for refusing to comply 
with subpoenas.

Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., 
made the announcement near 
the conclusion of the House 
select committee’s final meeting, 
in which referrals for criminal 
charges were made against former 
President Donald Trump for his 
role in inciting the violence of 
Jan. 6 and attempts to overturn 
the results of the 2020 presidential 
election. The members being 
referred to the committee include 
House Republican Leader Kevin 
McCarthy and Reps. Andy Biggs 
of Arizona, Jim Jordan of Ohio 
and Scott Perry of Pennsylvania, 
all Republicans.

In 150 pages of “introductory 
ma te r i a l ”  r e l eased  a t  t he 
conclusion of the meeting, the 
committee laid out its reasoning 
for why it wanted to speak with 
each legislator and why their 
lack of participation hurt the 
investigation. The committee 
said that McCarthy had multiple 

From left: Republican Rep. Kevin McCarthy, Jim Jordan, Andy Biggs and Scott Perry. 

Jan. 6 panel refers 4 Republican
congressmen for ethics violation

conversations with Trump and 
then-Vice President Mike Pence 
on and about Jan. 6, including one 
in which Trump referred to his 
supporters storming the Capitol 
by saying, “Well, Kevin, I guess 
these people are more upset about 
the election than you are.”

The committee stated that 
Jordan participated in a number 
of postelection strategy meetings 
with White House officials and 
Trump’s personal attorney, Rudy 
Giuliani, who was a point person 
in pushing false allegations 
about the election being stolen. 
According to the committee, 
Jordan had conversations with 
Trump and Giuliani on Jan. 6 and 
spoke with White House staff 
in the following days about the 
“prospect of Presidential pardons 
for Members of Congress.”

The document alleges that 
Perry, like Jordan, was involved in 
numerous White House meetings, 
including discussions on potential 
social media posts calling on 
Trump supporters to march on 
Congress. Perry also reached 
out about the possibility of a 
presidential pardon. Additionally, 
the committee pointed to text 
messages from Biggs to then-

White House chief of staff Mark 
Meadows in which he proposed 
encouraging state legislatures 
to appoint pro-Trump electors 
and urged the president not to 
concede before working toward 
appointing fake electors in the 
weeks following the election.

Former Trump adviser and 
conservative media pundit Steve 
Bannon was sentenced to four 
months in prison for contempt of 
Congress in October after refusing 
to comply with a subpoena. A jury 
has found Bannon guilty of the 
two counts this summer, one for 
refusing to appear for a deposition 
before the panel and the other for 
refusing to produce requested 
documents.

“The Rules of the House of 
Representatives make clear that 
their willful noncompliance 
violates multiple standards of 
conduct and subjects them to 
discipline,” wrote the committee, 
detailing the specific violations 
before  add ing ,  “A House 
Member’s willful failure to 
comply with a congressional 
subpoena also reflects discredit 
on Congress. If left unpunished, 
such behavior  undermines 
Congress’s longstanding power 
to investigate.”

MANILA -- Economist and 
National Scientist Raul Fabella 
said no amount of tweaking could 
repair the Maharlika Investment 
Fund (MIF) bill because its flaws 
were fundamental: the moral 
hazard arising from unnecessary 
s ta te  intervent ion and the 
unjustified economic backdrop.

At the heart of the bill, he said, 
was the consolidation of resources 
under one umbrella, which would 
be wielded by a group of people 
who did not own them.

 “Positive returns for Maharlika 
placements will mean hefty 
private returns (bonuses) for these 
select group; but negative returns 
will be socialized, that is, charged 
to the nation,” Fabella said in a 
critique of the proposed sovereign 
wealth fund (SWF) that he sent to 
the Inquirer.

“History tells us that such 
arrangements lead to irresponsible 
risk taking, bankruptcy and 
financial crises,” said the 73-year-
old University of the Philippines 
professor emeritus.

In his critique titled “Beyond 
Repair: The Maharlika Wealth 
Fund,” excluding the Social 
Security System and Government 
Service Insurance System as 
sources of financing for House 
Bill No. 6398, or any other 
fine-tuning, would not solve the 
fundamental problems.

“The Maharlika Wealth Fund 
gets it very wrong by contriving 
t h a t  t h e  m a i n  P h i l i p p i n e 
infrastructure problem is financing 
and becoming once more a market 
player in the risk-return space,” 
Fabella said.

It is also a “dangerous illusion” 
to say that the Philippines has 
surpluses lying idle at a time of 
historically high fiscal deficit and 
massive debt load, he stressed.

Sovereign weal th  funds 
were conceived to invest funds 
sourced from accumulating 
excess—not needed for day-to-
day operations—and these were 

National Scientist Raul Fabella

MIF ‘beyond repair,’
says National Scientist

in Economics Fabella
normally from exports and trade, 
and capital account surpluses, 
Fabella said. But not all resources, 
especially borrowed funds, are a 
good fit, he added.

“The current problem in 2022 
and now is that our debt load is 

dangerously tending toward a 
payments crisis; the economy has 
to outgrow the debt to push back 
on the payments crisis,” he said.

Fabella recalled that the country 
had initiated a sovereign wealth 
fund of sorts in the 1970s-1980s, 
albeit under a different name then.

“It funded ‘behest loans’ 
granted by President Marcos 
1 of which the legal cover was 
the Presidential Decree powers 
of the President under the 1973 
Constitution,” he said.

“ R e s o u r c e s  i n  D B P 
(Development Bank of the 
Philippines) and PNB (Philippine 
National Bank) became as it were 
the personal ATM of the president 
and first lady. The DBP and the 
PNB were emptied of resources 
in a massive but legal ‘privatized 
profit-socialized losses’ orgy. And 
the Philippines fell into a foreign 
debt-eclipse for a decade,” Fabella 
pointed out.

Similarly, he said the Oil Price 
Stabilization Fund (OPSF) had 
started out as a “high-minded” 
government response to the oil 
crises and was meant to recoup 
the welfare gained from reduced 
pump price volatility.
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bill on second reading in a voice 
vote, the chamber’s secretary 
general read out a message from 
Marcos certifying the measure as 
urgent which allowed lawmakers 
to bypass the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be passed on 
three readings on separate days.

“We are being set up for 
something,” Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel III said 
in reaction to Marcos certifying 
Maharlika as urgent. “We will try 
to find out when we interpellate on 
the Maharlika Fund bill. What is 
it that they really want to achieve 
with this measure?”

Just a day before the House’s 
approval of the MIF, Finance 
Secretary Benjamin Diokno urged 
Marcos to certify the bill as urgent 
despite public backlash, with some 
of the loudest criticisms coming 
from businesses, academics and 
civil society.

A mix of public funds and 
dividends from the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas will be used 
as seed money for the MIF, based 

on the current iteration. 
Widespread criticism of the 

planned inclusion of retirement 
funds tended by the Government 
Service Insurance System and 
Social Security System led to its 
removal from the seed money.

On the House f loor,  an 
amendment introduced by Rep. 
France Castro (ACT Teachers 
party-list) to prohibit the GSIS 
and SSS from ever contributing 
to Maharlika was accepted.

Rep. Joey Salceda, who chaired 
the technical working group that 
oversaw multiple changes to 
the bill, said the measure went 
through “at least seven rounds of 
revisions” in his panel alone.

“Of course, the debate does 
not end here,” Salceda said in a 
statement. “I will continue to work 
with counterparts in the Senate to 
improve this measure or explain 
the proposal better.”

Senate President Juan Miguel 
Zubiri told reporters Monday that 
they will be waiting for the final 
iteration of the bill from the House 
before they conduct any debates 
on the matter.

(From Page 1)
MIF: Hastily passed

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr delivers his first State of the Na-
tion address at the House of Representatives in Quezon City on 
July 25, 2022.

spending package funds federal 
agencies through next fall. It 
includes additional U.S. aid to 
Ukraine as the country fights to 
hold off Russia in the ongoing 
war. 

The Senate is expected to vote 
first and send the legislation to the 
House. It could be the last major 
bill that passes this year before 
Republicans seize control of the 
House on Jan. 3.

House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., who is 
courting the votes of anti-spending 
conservatives to become speaker 
next year, has sought to torpedo 
the package and punt the issue 
until Republicans take control. He 
has pressured GOP lawmakers to 
vote against it, forcing Democrats 
to supply most of the votes to pass 
it in the House. The bill has more 
bipartisan support in the Senate, 
where it is expected to get the 60 
votes it needs to break a filibuster.

Capitol Hill leaders decided 
to attach the election bill and 
Ukraine aid to ease the process 
of passage, on the belief that the 
combined package has the votes 
to pass.

“I’m confident both sides can 
find things in it that they can 
enthusiastically support,” Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., said Monday, calling the 
spending bill “the last major item 
on our to-do list” this year before 
leaving for the holidays. “It’s not 
going to be everything anybody 
wanted,” he said.

But Schumer said that another 
stopgap bill would “leave the 
country high and dry,” and that 
a government shutdown would 
be worse.

The release of the bill was 
delayed by hours over a snag 
involving language about the 
location of the FBI’s future 
headquar te rs ,  a  mat te r  of 
contention between Maryland 
and Virginia. Other items that 
Democrats were pushing for — 
such as immigration provisions, 
cannabis banking measures and a 
child tax credit expansion — were 
excluded from the deal.

The elect ion legis lat ion 
attached to the funding bill would 
close loopholes in federal law that 
Trump and his allies sought to 
exploit on Jan. 6, 2021, to stay in 
power despite his election loss to 
President Joe Biden.

It would revise the 1887 
Electoral Count Act to clarify 
that the vice president’s role 
is simply to count votes, and 
it would raise the threshold to 
force a vote to object to a state’s 
electoral votes from one member 
of the House and Senate to one-
fifth of each chamber. It would 
also beef up laws involving state 
certification of elections, in an 
attempt to avoid future competing 
slates of electors, and smooth the 
presidential transition process.

The election measure was 
announced in July by a bipartisan 
group led by Sens. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, and Joe Manchin, D-W.
Va. It has 38 sponsors in the 
Senate, including 16 Republicans. 
It is backed by McConnell, who 
said in September that the “chaos 
that came to a head on Jan. 6 of 
last year certainly underscored the 
need for an update” to the 1887 
law. It passed committee with 
some revisions by a vote of 14-1 
this fall, opposed only by Sen. Ted 
Cruz, R-Texas.

“It’s good. It’s progress,” Sen. 
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, said of 
the election overhaul measure, 
before warning that protecting 

American democracy will require 
more than just a new law.

“We just need to understand 
that there is a movement of 
people, and they’re well-financed, 
and they will not be troubled by a 
new statute,” Schatz said. “So we 
just have to remain vigilant, even 
if we pass the Electoral Count 
Act because these people were 
already trying to figure out how to 
circumvent the Constitution and 
federal law. And so they’ll keep 
doing that.”

For Democrats, the legislation 
concludes their era of trifecta 
government control with a 
detailed funding package and 
resolves the must-pass issue until 
late 2023, preventing a round of 
brinkmanship early in the new 
year with a GOP-run House.

Two key negotiators of the 
package — Senate Appropriations 
Chair Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., and 
Vice Chair Richard Shelby, R-Ala. 
— are retiring at the end of the 
year after serving for decades and 
were highly motivated to close 
the deal.

For Republicans, one incentive 
to pass the bill now is that it funds 
the military at a higher level than 
the nondefense budget. “This is a 
strong outcome for Republicans,” 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
M c C o n n e l l ,  R - K y. ,  s a i d , 
arguing that the GOP persuaded 
Democrats to back down on their 
long-standing demand for “parity” 
between the two pots of money.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer called the spending bill 
“the last major item on our to-do list.” 

(From Page 1)
BUDGET: $1.7T spending bill passed

MANILA – Two gang leaders 
at the New Bilibid Prison (NBP) 
came forward and accused 
suspended Bureau of Corrections 
(BuCor) Director General Gerald 
Bantag of stabbing them.

BuCor Officer-in-Charge 
Gregorio Pio Catapang presented 
to the media Jonathan Cañete of 
“Batang Cebu” gang and Ronald 
Usman of “Batang Mindanao” 
gang.

Catapang said he would ask 
the Commission on Human Rights 
to assist the two gang leaders 
in filing the charges against the 
suspended BuCor chief.

“Kahit mga PDLs yan, may 
mga karapatan sila, hindi sila 
pwede saktan [Even if they are 
persons deprived of liberty, they 
still have rights and we shouldn’t 
hurt them],” Catapang said.

Usman said he would file a case 
because his right hand had been 
paralyzed due to the stabbing, 
while Cañete was stabbed in his 
left thigh.

2 Bilibid gang leaders to file raps vs. Bantag

Former BuCor chief Gerald 
Bantag

A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  A t t y. 
Hermi lo  Bar r ios ,  the  two 
gave detai ls  of  what  they 
experienced on February 1, 2022. 
Usman said around 11:30 in the 
morning, the gang leaders were 
summoned to Bantag’s office 
about an inmate that escaped last 
January 17.

At the office, the two said 
Bantag was very drunk.

“Lasing na lasing po sya 
noon…sinaktan kami isa isa [He 
was very drunk. He hurt us one by 
one,” Usman told reporters.

Cañete said his position was 
nearest to Bantag, who took a 
kris — an asymmetrical bladed 
weapon — and started ripping his 
shirt, then pointing at his chest and 
pressing it.

He said he held the weapon and 
removed it from his chest.

“Sa galit nya dito nya sinaksak 
sa hita ko. [In his anger, he stabbed 

my thigh],” he said.
Then, when Usman’s turn 

came, he said Bantag held his 
hand and stabbed it through his 
right palm.

The following day, they were 
again summoned to Bantag’s 
office and were given P50,000 
each.

“Ang sabi sa amin, pag hindi 
ninyo tanggapin ito, mas lalo 
kayong mamumroblema [If 
you do not accept it, you will 
have more problems],” Canete 

said, adding that because he is 
expecting to be released soon, he 
does not want any more problem, 
so he accepted the money.

“Sa buong buhay ko, 20 taon 
ako, ngayon lang nangyari sa akin 
ito [In my 20 years of stay, this 
is the first time this happened to 
me],” Canete said.

INQUIRER.net has reached 
out to Bantag through his counsel 
but has yet to respond as of 
posting time.
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ConGen Badajos, the crooner, 
inducts 2023 Kalayaan officers

G A R D E N  G R O V E , 
California – Philippine Consul 
General  Edgar B.  Badajos 
inducted incoming Kalayaan 
executives and board members, 
but he didn’t stop there. He also 
sang English and Tagalog songs 
to the delight of adoring audience 
members at a Christmas luncheon 
and dance the second Sunday of 
Advent.

 On behalf of the 1.3 million 
FilAms in the Los Angeles area, 
ConGen Badajos extended his 
congratulations to the inductees 
after he administered the oath 
of office, and said they all had 
his full support during the event 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022, at the Hyatt 
Regency in Garden Grove, Calif.

 But that wasn’t his only 
official duty. Joking that his new 
title should be changed to the 
“Singing ConGen Badajos,” he 
went on to sing One in a Million, a 
romantic ballad by Melanie Flash 
as fans rushed to the dance floor 
in order to take photos with the 
ConGen Crooner. He then went 
on to sing Ikaw (You in Tagalog) 
a favorite of Martin Nievera, to 
even more female fans.

“Oh, what a night!” exclaimed 
excited Malou Perez. “Who needs 
a Papa P or a JLC and Mr. Gabby 
C to entertain an enthusiastic 
crowd when our Los Angeles 
Philippine Consul General Edgar 
Badajos can do better? Your 
singing prowess,” she added, 
“moved the ladies in the crowd 
to get up on their feet and join 
you in your beautiful renditions 
of ‘One in a Million’ and ‘Ikaw.’ 
Sana maulit muli po!?”

“First off, ConGen Badajos 
was supposed to return Sunday 
morning from an official trip to 
Las Vegas, Nev., but adjusted his 
schedule to return a day early to 
be at our event on time. Thank 
you ConGen,” exclaimed Zeny 
Sabocor, the Christmas program 
director.

  Other elected officials in 
attendance included the first 
Asian American female mayor of 
Artesia, Calif., Melissa Ramoso, 
sworn in December 2021, and 
served a one-year term before 
running for Artesia City Council 
in November 2022. Artesia has a 
population of 17,000, about 18 
percent of whom are Filipino.

The Program Director also 
introduced 2023 Binibining 
Kalayaan Catherine Torres, 
who was joined by Megan 
Sabocor, Mutya ng Kalayaan 2018; 
M a l o u  P e r e z ,  G i n a n g 
Kalayaan  2017;  and  Aida 
Jugo, Ginang Kalayaan 2022. 
Before congratulating new 
President Lynda Joco and Vice 
President Erlinda Granada-Sabah, 
who stepped down as president 

KALAYAAN BOARD 2023. Front row, from left: Arnold Bejasa, Director; Catherine Rubio, Secre-
tary; Paul Mirador, PRO; Pedro Ramirez, Director; Eliza Serna, Asst. Sec.; Melette Lampino, Direc-
tor; Ludy Gilkison, Director; Lynda Poblete Joco, President; ConGen Badajos; Erlinda Granada-
Sabah, Vice President; Elizabeth Zaide, Director; Aida Brizuela, Auditor; Aida Jugo, Asst. Auditor; 
Susana De Guzman, Treasurer; Marie Navarro, PRO; and Malou Perez, Asst. Treasurer. Back Row: 
Past Presidents Chito Mandap, Zeny Sabocor, Lydia V. Solis, Noel S.V. Omega, Bing De La Vega, 
Techie Emperador, Lucy Babaran, and Josie E. De Jesus. (Photo by Vics Magsaysay)

LEADERSHIP PLAQUE. Initiated by Josie E. De Jesus, the leadership plaque has all the names of 
past Kalayaan presidents and presented to new president Lynda Joco, whose name will be added at 
the end of her term, care of Josie’s stewardship. Photo also shows past president Lady Hope Robillos, 
9th from left. (Photo by Vics Magsaysay)

ConGen Badajos, the most popular gentleman of the evening, with 
the Badajos Fan Club (Malou Perez, President).   
due to deaths in her family, 
the program director reminded 
new Kalayaan Inc. board members 
and executives of the many tasks 
ahead, but in this moment, to 
celebrate the induction and the 
joys of Christmas.

   Erlinda thanked ConGen 
Badajos, Mayor Melissa Ramoso, 
Dr. Lani Raquel, her KI family, 
her own family, sister-in-law 
Gaby Granada and her college 
classmates, some of whom came 
from up north. And a special 
thanks to “my loving mother who 
joined our Creator. She herself 
had been part of Kalayaan,” she 
concluded.

President Lynda also thanked 
Consu l  Gene ra l  Bada jo s , 
introduced by Lydia Soriano, for 
his inspirational message.

“It’s with great honor to accept 
the Presidency of Kalayaan 
Incorporated,” she stated. “I 
know there’s a great task ahead 
of me, especially in following the 
footsteps of our past presidents 
and I’m ready for that challenge. 
I’d like to acknowledge Lydia 
Soriano for recruiting me to 
Kalayaan Inc. seven years ago; 
to Chito, Gil, Attorney Pagunsan 

and Bing for their encouragement 
and constant reminder that I have 
the potential of being a leader, to 
Annie for her countless opinions, 
to Zeny in mentoring me to be 
tough and to all Past Presidents 
for rallying behind me and for 
their assistance: Techie, Lucy, 
Josie, Lady Hope, Noel, Vicky 
and Lydia V. Solis. To my family, 
friends and Caviteños, thank you 
for your presence and unwavering 
support. And finally, to my 
executive officers and Board of 
Directors, Congratulations! We 
have our work cut out for us and 
a job to do in 2023.”

Noel Omega, my co-emcee 
w h o s e  f i r s t  n a m e  m e a n s 
“Christmas” in French, introduced 
the singers of the U.S. and 
Philippine national anthems: 
Dr. Richard Gilkison (U.S.) and 
Catherine Rubio (Philippines); 
and Joveno “Bing” de la Vega, 
who gave the invocation before 
lunch. A raffle raised about a 
thousand dollars (maybe more) to 
go toward helping Filipinos in the 
Philippines and festive Christmas 
cacti centerpieces also were sold 
to raise money for noble causes.

Good dancers included the 

Fil-Am organizations 
celebrate Christmas 

parol making in DC
WASHINGTON  –  The 

P h i l i p p i n e  E m b a s s y  i n 
Washington DC in partnership 
with Helping Hands 18:35 
organized a parol  making 
competition entitled ‘Paskong 
P inoy  Gi f ted  to  Give :  A 
Community Celebration’ held 
at the Quezon Hall, Chancery 
Annex on 10 December 2022.

Three winning parols - a 
Christmas star ornament - 
were chosen by the various 
community leaders. In addition 
to the parol making competition, 
talented singers and dancers also 
competed in a Christmas carol 
singing competition and TikTok 
Dance competition.

In his opening remarks, 
Deputy Chief of Mission Jaime 
Ramon Ascalon, Jr said, “We 
are delighted that today, we 
get to once again spread the 
bayanihan spirit and highlight 
the values of fellowship and unity 
- pakikisama at pagkakaisa - 

as the core theme in today’s 
event. These values have united 
Filipino communities all over the 
globe even though they are from 
different backgrounds and guided 
by different missions in life, as 
one Filipino nation.”

The event was co-organized by 
Helping Hands 18:35 President 
Tomas Pring to bring together 
both new and old members as well 
as family members of Filipino 
Community organizations to 
better understand the spirit, 
traditions, and food of a Filipino 
Christmas celebration.

Organizations such as Filipino 
American Veterans Care (FAVC), 
Rotary Club of Falls Church 
Virginia, Global Migrant Heritage 
Foundation Inc., Ilocano Society of 
America & Miss Teen Philippines- 
America, The Filipino-American 
Basketball Association (FABA) 
of Metropolitan DC, Inc., and 
Magge & Friends Productions 
were represented.

Filipino community members design and create their Filipino 
Christmas parols (lanterns).

afternoon’s DJ Vingo Regino, a 
member of the boy band April 
Boys with his two brothers. 
Regino led many line dances 
and couple-dance as well. He 
also entertained guests during 
dinner. Vingo is an actor, known 
for “Maalaala Mo Kaya,” “Walang 
Iwanan,” and “Peksman.” 

SACRAMENTO  –  The 
members of the National Black 
Caucus of State Legislators 
(NBCSL) have awarded the 
organization’s prestigious Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Senator 
Steven Bradford. The award was 
presented to Senator Bradford 
during NBCSL’s 46th Annual 
Legislative Conference.

“I am humbled beyond words,” 
said Senator Bradford. “I know 

NBCSL honors Bardford with
Lifetime Achievement Award

that I’m only able to do the 
work I’m doing because of the 
people that have come before 
me. I stand on their shoulders 
and hope that one day others 
will reach even greater heights. I 
graciously accept this award and 
commit to continuing my work 
to promote equity, equal justice, 
and opportunity in every region 
of California.”

In 1995, NBCSL announced 
the  f i r s t  annua l  L i fe t ime 
Achievement Award. This award 
goes to legislators, current or 
past, living or deceased, whose 
work has distinguished them from 
their peers. 

 NBCSL is the nation’s premier 
organization representing and 
serving the interests of African 
American State legislators. 
with more than 700 members 
representing more than 60 million 
Americans, NBCSL serves as 
a national network, advocate 
and catalyst for public policy 
innovation, information exchange, 
and joint action on critical issues. 

CA Sen. Steven Bradford
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NaFFAA hails ‘historic number’ 
of Fil-Am midterm poll winners
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THE NATIONAL Federation 
of Filipino American Associations 
(NaFFAA) declared last week that 
the 2022 midterm elections held 
last month was an overall success 
for the Filipino American with 
what it described as a “historic 
number” of Filipinos elected from 
local to state level positions.

In a press statement, Brendan 
Flores, the dynamic and youthful 
president and national chair of 
the biggest Filipino organization 
in the United States, said: “Our 
biggest achievement for this year’s 
November elections is seeing 
more Filipinos stepping up to run 
for public office. Representation 
matters!” 

Flores, who leads a new 
generation of youthful leaders that 
now steers NaFFAA, added: “As 
our fellow Filipino Americans 
and those from other minority 
communities see someone who 
looks like them, speaks for them, 
and makes decisions on their 
behalf, they will also feel inspired 
to speak up, participate, and listen. 
We are excited to see progress 
for our community. Filipino 
Americans offer a unique type of 
leadership that is founded upon 
their deep love for their families 
and communities.”

It couldn’t have been better 
said. As we have always pointed 
out, we need voices in the policy-
making bodies of the various cities 
and states in this our adoptive 
country so that the social, cultural, 
political and economic interests of 
the more than 4 million Filipinos 
in the US.

Rep. Bobby Scott remained 
the highest-ranking Filipino 
American elected official after 
winning the U.S. House election 
in Virginia’s 3rd Congressional 
District. He has served this district 
since 1993. 

In California, Rob Bonta was 
elected as the state’s Attorney 
General after serving as the 
first Filipino-American to be 
appointed to that state position 
since last year. Steven Raga was 
elected the first Filipino American 
in the New York State Legislature. 
Maria Cervania became the first 
Filipina American member of the 
North Carolina Legislature after 
winning at the North Carolina 
House of Representatives to 
represent District 41. 

Joining them on the east coast 
are re-elects Kris Valderrama, a 
Maryland House of Delegates 
member, and Marvin Lim, a state 
representative in District 98 in 
Georgia. Justin Jones also won as 
a state representative for District 
52 in Tennessee, and Luz Bay 
won at the New Hampshire House 
of Representatives for Strafford 
County District 21. 

As expected, California, which 
is home to more than half a million 
Filipinos, had the most number of 
elected Filipino officials – from 
school boards to city councils 
all the way to the state positions. 
Attorney General Rob Bonta, the 
first Filipino-American member 
of the State Assembly and the 
first Filipino to be appointed as 
California Attorney General, led 
the Filipino winners in California 
as he became the first Filipino-
American to be elected to head 
the state’s Department of Justice.

The other notable Filipino 
midterm winner in California is 
Kenneth Mejia, who defeated 
l o n g - t i m e  L o s  A n g e l e s 
Councilmember Paul Koretz to 

become the LA City Controller. 
In Burbank, Filipina Krystle Ang 
was elected city treasurer. 

NaFFAA lumped together the 
state level winners in the West 
Coast, Alaska and Hawaii. They 
are Genevieve Mina, who will 
assume office in the Alaska House 
of Representatives, representing 
District 19; and Erica Mosca, 
elected as a state assembly 
member for District 14 in Nevada. 
In Hawaii, Rosebella Martinez 
was elected as a member of the 
State House of Representatives 
for District 40 in Ewa, Hawaii. 
Joining Filipino-American history 
makers in Hawaii are Brandon 
Elefante and Henry Aquino, two 
newly elected senators in the 
Hawaii State Senate.

A record number of Filipino-
Americans won local government 
positions in the November 
elections. Assuming the office 
of mayors are Jed Leano of 
Claremont City and Rod Daus-
Magbual of Daly City, who were 
elected council members but 
will assume the role of mayors 
in 2023. Artesia Mayor Melissa 
Ramoso was also reelected to the 
city council, but turned over the 
mayoralty post to Mayor Protem 
Monica Manalo in ceremonies last 
Monday. Manalo is a Latina who 

is married to two-time Artesia 
Mayor Victor Manalo, a Filipino-
American professor.

Filipino Americans are also 
well represented in city council 
positions. Gabriel Quinto was 
reelected, the first LGBTQ council 
member in the history of the city 
of El Cerrito, CA. 

Other notable city council 
victories in California are Garry 
Garbadillo of Milpitas City, Ray 
Buenaventura of Daly City, Ollie 
Cantos and Letty Lopez-Viado of 
West Covina City, Tony Daysog 
of Alameda County, Joanne Del 
Rosario of the City of Colma, 
Diosdado Matulac of the City 
of Vallejo, Buenaflor Nicolas 
of City of South San Francisco, 
David Oro of American Canyon, 
Charles Palmares of the City of 
Vallejo, Cameron Sasai of the City 
of Pinole, Phil Bacerra of Santa 
Ana City, and Ditas Yamane of 
National City. In addition, Krystle 
Ang of Burbank City was elected 
treasurer, and Kenneth Mejia of 
Los Angeles was elected as the 
city’s first Filipino American city 
controller.

In Hawaii, newcomer Tyler 
Dos Santos and former member 
of the State House Val Okimoto 
are both elected to the Honolulu 
City Council.

Several Filipino Americans 
also won school board elections. 
Thelma Boac and Jaria Jaug 
won at Berryessa Union School 
District Board in San Jose, 
California. Judy Patacsil was 
elected as a Board Trustee for 
District 1 of Palomar College 
in San Diego County. Mike 
Guingona and Agnes Gonzales 
also won seats in the San Mateo 
County Community College 
District Board and Rowland 
Un i f i ed  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t , 
respectively. 

Also winning her race as 
the first Fil-Am to be elected 
to a school board west of Los 
Angeles was Stephanie Loredo, 
who won a seat as trustee in 
the Culver City School Board. 
In addition, Robert Moreno 
won a seat on the Southwestern 
Community College District 
Board of Trustees at South San 
Diego County, California. 

On the Judicial Level, Filipina 
American attorney Mari Parlade 
won as a District Family Court 
Judge in Las Vegas, Nevada.

NaFFAA also noted that 
millennials and Generation Z 
Filipino-Americans are stepping 
up to the challenge of leading 
the charge among the Filipino 
community’s rising generation. 
History was made when 23-year-
old Cameron Sasai became the 
youngest Filipino American 
council member in Pinole City, 
California. The 32-year-old 
activist Kenneth Mejia made 
headlines after becoming the 
first Filipino American and 
Asian American elected to 
citywide office in Los Angeles. 
In Tennessee, the 26-year-old 
activist Justin Jones was elected 

state representative of District 52, 
becoming the youngest lawmaker 
in their state capitol. In Hawaii, 
36-year-old Filipino American 
Brandon Elefante will become 
Hawaii’s youngest state senator in 
the coming term.

Former Cerritos Mayor Mark 
Pulido, a pioneer of the NaFFAA’s 
Run for Office Program, a program 
that aims to connect Filipino 
Americans who aspire to run for 
public office with other Filipino 
Americans who currently or 
previously held elected office 
positions, said, “I am excited to see 
an increasing number of Filipino 
Americans run for public office, 
especially among the younger 
generation. I look forward to even 
more Filipino Americans taking 
that big step to lead and empower 
our community and strengthen our 
democracy.” 

We have said in previous 
columns that we need new leaders 
and the younger generation to lead 
us the political empowerment that 
the Filipino community has long 
desired. And we need cohesive 
action, such as that provided 
by NaFAA in this election and 
previous electoral exercises, to 
achieve this goal. 

Congratulations to all the 
Filipino-American winners of the 
recent midterm elections! To those 
who ran but lost, there are always 
future elections to look forward to. 

Let’s move on and prepare this 
early for those electoral exercises. 
More Filipino leaders should 
aspire for higher offices as the 
batch of Filipino candidates in 
November showed we could do 
it. Let us march on to the state 
capitols and on to Washington 
D.C.
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Are you retiring and 
still having debts?

IF YOU ARE  near your 
retirement age, you must act now 
or else you will find yourself 
miserable during your “golden 
years” or retirement period.  
Consider Bankruptcy as a great 
financial planning tool for those 
who are within a few years from 
retirement.  You must prepare 
a financial plan for a debt free 
retirement so that you will enjoy 
your golden years.  Ask yourself 
these questions:

1. Will my retirement income 
be enough to cover my daily 
expenses and medical bills?

2. Will I be carrying a mortgage 
that I cannot pay during my 
retirement?

3. Will my long term care cost 
and medicines be covered by my 
pension?

4. Will increases in cost of 
living and medicines be covered 
by my pension?

On the average, retirement 
income for seniors ranges from 
$800 to $1500 a month.  This 
income does not increase to 
cover the ever-increasing cost 
of living and medicines.  Long 
term care cost and medicines will 
not be covered by the monthly 
pensions of seniors if they do 
not have any savings or 401K 
pension plan.  There are seniors 
who are still carrying a mortgage 
and putting all their money on it 
in anticipation of an increase in 
value of real estate.  This is the 
worst kind of money management.  

It is unimaginable that you will 
be depending on your monthly 
pension and still owing a lot of 
debts.  The best time to plan for 
retirement is now.  If you have 
no way of supporting your daily 
expenses because of debts, then it is 
time to consider filing for Chapter 
7 Bankruptcy.  You can discharge 
most of your unsecured debts 
by filing Chapter 7 Bankruptcy. 
Many people especially those 
close to retirement are stressed 
out because of all their financial 
obligations.  You do not have to 
put yourself in this very miserable 
situation because of debts.  You 
worked hard for so many years to 
have a comfortable retirement and 
you deserved it.  You can retire 
debt free if you want. There is 
nothing to be ashamed of in filing 
bankruptcy.  It is made into law to 
give people a chance to start fresh 
and be free from past obligations.  
Many millionaires are also filing 
for bankruptcy for many reasons 
since bankruptcy law is created.  

Question: Will the creditors 
take away my social security 
pension and retirement accounts 
if I file bankruptcy?

Answer: No. Social security 
checks and retirement accounts 
such as IRA and 401K are exempt 
from creditors up to $1.1 million.  
Seniors who file bankruptcy will 
come with fresh start without 
seeing a big percentage of their 
retirement income to be paid to 
creditors. Any penny saved from 
paying creditors goes into your 
retirement.

Bankruptcy Basics
Bankruptcy will actually 

improve your credit within one 
year because your unsecured debts 

are discharged.  Although the 
bankruptcy will be in your records 
for 10 years, not filing bankruptcy 
will make your credit even worse 
until most your debts are paid.

If you are being sued by your 
creditors, most money judgment 
can be eliminated in bankruptcy.

Collection actions continue 
and you can be sued if you are in 
debt settlement.

Chapter 7 will eliminate all 
unsecured debts.  If you are 
near retirement age, you must 
eliminate most of your debts.

Note: This  is  not  a legal 
advice.  You need to speak to an 
Immigration Attorney to analyze 
your personal circumstances.  
We offer free consultation on 
immigration matters.  If you have 
immigration problems the Law 
Offices of Crispin C. Lozano can 
help you find a solution before 
your problem gets worse, which 
could lead to deportation and 
family separation.  

BREAKING NEWS
TAX REFUNDS FOR SELF-

EMPLOYED
You can still take advantage of 

the 2021 tax refunds for the self 
employed which include 20 days 
of sick leave and 60 days of family 
leave with a maximum refund of 
$32000.

California Real ID extended 
to 2025

The deadline to implement the 
Real ID has been extended to May 
7, 2025.  That means riding in an 
airplane is still allowed for those 
without Real ID.

N-400  Appl icat ion  for 
Naturalization

The USCIS  is now giving 
priorities to application for 
naturalization .  The reason is 
obviously to allow qualified 
immigrants to vote in the coming 
midterm and presidential election.  
There are cases when the waiting 
time is only six months compared 
to prior years.  Pres. Biden is 
encouraging all qualified to file 
for naturalization.  This is a rare 
opportunity that all qualified 
should take advantage of.   

CLAIM FOR UNPAID 
WAGES

We help our clients recover 
f r o m  e m p l o y e r s ’ u n p a i d 
minimum wage and overtime.  
Undocumented workers are 
qualified to apply.

CAR ACCIDENTS
Our Law Firm successfully 

settled a car accident for $675.000.  
FAMILY LAW
We also handle uncontested 

DIVORCE.
INCOME TAX PROBLEMS
We can help you if  you 

are under IRS audit, need a 
representation with IRS, need to 
reduce your tax liability or need 
to offer a payment plan to IRS,

SUCCESS STORIES
For the month of November, 

2022, we received approval 
from USCIS two naturalization 
applications,  one  Fiancée 
visa petition,  two removals of 
condition on residence and two 
adjustment of status applications.

Note: If you have immigration 
problems write us a letter and we 
will reply to you with no initial 

obligation.  
The Law Offices of Crispin 

C. Lozano can help you find a 
solution before your problem 
gets worse, which could lead 
to  deportat ion and family 
separation.  You may request a 
free consultation at one of our 
offices in Hayward or Cerritos, 
CA, or by phone at 1-877-456-
9266. www.crispinlozanolaw.
com, email at info@ccllaw.net

SUCCESSFUL CASE. Ed Arucan was approved by the Immigra-
tion Court for a Waiver of Inadmissibility in August 2022.  Atty. 
Crispin Lozano represented him in Immigration Court.

ELY Rivera, former political 
campaign leader in Carson, 
California was given a surprise 
toast by colleagues and well 
wishers on his natal day on 
Saturday, Dec. 10.

“I wish I could still contribute 
to the people of Carson but my 
family and grandkids, especially, 
now take my full attention,” 
Rivera said when asked if he still 
actively participates in the election 
campaign sorties in Carson.

Rivera was a prominent and 
active political campaigner in 
Carson elections in the past that 
saw some Filipino Americans 
winning some elective seats, 
along with some well-known 
local leaders friendly to the 
Filipino Americans in the city. 
Among them are former mayor 
and councilmember Jim Dear, ex-
mayor Pete Fajardo, and former 
councilmember Elito Santarina.

A doting father and grandfather, 
Rivera said that there is time for 
everything.

“My family and my lovely 
grandkids now deserve my full 
attention,” Rivera said with a 
smile when asked if he is still 

Former Carson community leader hailed

Shown in photo (l-r): Jax Aforja, Jacob Aforja, James Aforja, Mr. 
Ely Rivera, Dylan Yuki, Noel T. Castorillo, Romeo Manzano, Or-
lando Manzano, Atty. Romeo C. Sajor, City of Carson Relocation 
Appeals Board Commissioner Tancredo “Jun” Guray Jr., Manny 
Quitevis and Camryn Yuki. At foreground are Rivera’s grandchil-
dren. P(hoto by Dan Baltazar)
active in current politics in the 
City of Carson.

Among those who toasted 
the birthday celebrant included: 
Jax Aforja, Jacob Aforja, James 
Aforja, Dylan Yuki, ex Philippine 
Press Club of America president 

Noel T. Castoril lo,  Romeo 
Manzano, Orlando Manzano, 
Atty. Romeo C. Sajor, City of 
Carson Relocation Appeals Board 
Commissioner Tancredo “Jun” 
Guray Jr., Manny Quitevis and 
Camryn Yuki.

Azusa gets $180K to boost police patrol
LOS ANGELES -  Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Hilda 
L. Solis announced Friday she will 
provide $100,000 in discretionary 
funding to boost law enforcement 
p a t r o l  i n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d 
Azusa. Her announcement comes 
as the community of Azusa is 
experiencing an increase in gun 
violence.

“The rise in gun violence 
we are seeing in Azusa is truly 
heartbreaking,” Solis said. “Not 
only are families mourning the 
deaths of their loved ones, but 
residents are struggling to recover 
from lasting trauma. My hope is 
that, in addition to community-
based violence intervention 
and prevention services, the 
$100,000 for additional patrol 
help community members feel 
safer, but also help in bringing 
the perpetrators of these heinous 

crimes to justice.”
“These resources will fund 

saturation patrols and other crime-
fighting tools needed to combat the 
gun violence in Unincorporated 
Azusa,” said Sheriff Robert Luna. 
“I thank Supervisor Solis for this 
additional funding and for her 
commitment to public safety in 
our communities.”

On December 5, a driver died 
after being shot and crashing 
into a parked vehicle in the 
City of Azusa. On December 6, 
a gunman shot at two teen boys in 
unincorporated Azusa, killing one 
and wounding the other.

The LA County Sheriff ’s 
Department Station in San Dimas, 
which serves the unincorporated 
community of Azusa, will receive 
the funding from Supervisor Solis.

Since taking office in 2014, 
Supervisor Solis has funded 
$28.3 million to the Sheriff’s 
Department  for  addi t ional 
personnel in the communities 
she represents, as well as $1.9 
million to fund community-
based organizations for gang 
intervention and prevention, on 
top of advocating for over $20 
million dollars to support trauma 
prevention in the County.

Supervisor Hilda Solis
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Fiancee K-1 visa 
made simple

APPROVAL of a fiancée 
visa is never a slam dunk.  Like 
a romantic relationship, a fiancée 
visa application deserves great 
care and nurture.  Many things 
can go wrong from filing, to the 
adjudication and ultimately to 
the visa interview.  One must not 
assume that a loving relationship 
is enough to get an approval.  A 
plethora of issues can harm an 
otherwise approvable fiancée visa 
petition.

A K-1 fiancée visa application 
permits a U.S. citizen to file a 
petition for a loved one abroad.  
Upon approval, the fiancée may 
enter the U.S. for a 90-day period 
to marry the U.S. petitioner and 
apply for permanent residence.  

One basic requirement is that 
the couple must have previously 
met within two years of the date of 
filing the petition, unless a waiver 
is granted.  They must have a bona 
fide intention to marry; and are 
legally able and actually willing 
to conclude a valid marriage in 
the U.S. within 90 days after the 
fiancée’s arrival.  

If they do not marry within 
90 days, the fiancée (and any 
dependents) will be required 
to depart and failure to depart 
may cause her to be deported or 
removed from the U.S.  This is a 
key requirement which many fail 
to meet.  We get several calls a 
month from fiancées who never 
become spouses.  They either 
hook up with someone else or 
simply refuse to marry the U.S. 
petitioner.  The Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) takes 
a very firm stance on those who 
fail to marry the U.S. petitioner.  
Violation of this requirement 
leaves the applicant with very 
few options.  

The fiancée application begins 
with the filing at the appropriate 
Immigration Service Center in 
the U.S.  The package must 
include several key supporting 
documents including photos, 
affidavits, biographical data, proof 
of termination of prior marriages, 
proof that the relationship is 
genuine, and proof of prior 
meeting within the required two 
years.

U p o n  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e 
Immigration Service sends the 
application to the appropriate 
foreign Embassy.  Our office 
handles fiancée applications from 
Manila, Pakistan, China, Mexico, 
and most European countries.  
The Embassy or the U.S. Consul 
will then instruct the applicant to 
take the necessary steps to obtain 
a visa.  The applicant will be 
required to obtain a valid passport, 
birth certificate, police clearance, 
medical examination record, and 

proof of financial resources.  She 
will also be required to complete 
certain visa forms.

Before the visa is issued, the 
consular officer will conduct an 
interview of the fiancée.  Many 
questions need to be answered 
before the officer will issue 
the visa.   Is the relationship 
legi t imate?  What  are  the 
intentions of the couple? Do they 
really know one another? Are 
there factual conflicts between the 
application and the testimony of 
the fiancée? Are there any grounds 
for inadmissibility or reasons 
to deny the visa? Will there be 
financial support for the incoming 
non-immigrant?

Sometimes when the consul 
sees that there are multiple 
petitions filed for the same fiancée, 
all actions are suspended until this 
is clarified.  When the consul 
sense that the fiancée does not 
really know the U.S. petitioner, 
again the interview is stopped 
until more information can be 
provided.  For instance, one of our 
clients met his fiancée through a 
“bride-finding” website.  When 
the fiancée was interviewed, she 
was unable to provide important 
details about her U.S. fiancé.  
The interview was halted and 
our office was called in to clarify.  
The matter was resolved after our 
trip to Manila to consult with the 
consul.

To avoid a denial or other 
harmful effects, the fiancée K-1 
visa petition must be carefully 
planned.  The couple must have 
a really good idea of what is 
required.  An attorney is not 
always needed but when the 
stakes are high, the intervention of 
legal counsel must be considered.  
The fiancée visa application can 
go smoothly and the couple can 
live happily ever after in the U.S.

This article is not legal advice 
and is not intended as legal 
advice. The article is intended 
to provide only general, non-
specific legal information. This 
article is not intended to cover 
all the issues related to the topic 
discussed. The specific facts that 
apply to your matter may make 
the outcome different than would 
be anticipated by you. This article 
does not create any attorney-
client relationship between you 
and the Lazaro Law Group. This 
article is not a solicitation.

Johnson Lazaro has been 
practicing law for over 25 years. 
For questions please call 866-237-
9555 or Email: law@lazarolaw.
com   This article should not be 
taken as legal advice.  This is not 
meant to create a lawyer-client 
relationship. www.facebook.com/
USA.Lawyer

LOS ANGELES – Veteran 
Filipino-American insurance 
executive Felix Lopez was 
reappointed recently to a new 
two-year term as insurance 
commissioner of Los Angeles 
County.

The LA County Board of 
Supervisors approved Lopez’s 
reappointment last Nov. 15 on the 
recommendation of Supervisor 
Janice Hahn. The appointment 
was relayed to Lopez by Executive 
Officer Celia Zabala of the LA 
County Board of Supervisors 
Executive Office.

Lopez’s new term of office 
expires on Dec. 20, 2024.

Members of the Commission 
on Insurance are nominated by the 
Board of Supervisors and selected 
on the basis of experience or 
knowledge in the area of consumer 
insurance,  which includes 
automobile liability, homeowners, 
health and earthquake insurance.

According to the commission 
website, the commission “submits 
regular and special reports 
and recommendations to the 
Board as deemed appropriate, 
develop information and make 
recommendations on methods for 
reducing the costs of insurance; 
improve customer education and 
broaden community awareness 
regarding insurance issues.” 

Lopez, who was appointed 

Felix Lopez gets new 2-year term as
LA County insurance commissioner

Felix Lopez
to the LA County Insurance 
Commission by Supervisor 
Janice Hahn in 2017, has been 
in the insurance industry since 
1977 with experience in various 
aspects of the industry, such 
as Underwriting, International 
Operations, Domestic Operations, 
Marketing, Investments, Insurance 
C la ims  and  Management .  
He is the owner-CEO of the 
Pinoy General Insurance Services, 
which he founded in 1993.

Lopez is also a Traffic and 
Transportation Commissioner of 
the City of Buena Park, a post he 
has held for 15 years since 2007.

A magna cum laude graduate 
in Economics and a Master of 
Business Administration graduate 
of the UNiversaity of Pangasinan, 
Lopez was President of the Rotary 

Club of Cerritos and Artesia in 
2010-2011, where he received a 
Rotary International Citation as 
Outstanding Club President. He 
is also the Founding President of 
the Filipino American Chamber of 
Commerce-South East Corridor 
(FACC-SEC) and Chairman of 
the Coalition of Associations at 
the South East Corridor (CASEC).

Lopez has a Masters Degree 
in Business Administration from 
Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines, and studied law at 
the Ateneo de Manila University 
School of Law.

Lopez was awarded the 
United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Diversity Award in 
2008, designated as an Honorary 
Commodore by the Philippine 
Coast Guard/Philippine Coast 
Guard  Auxi l ia ry  in  2014, 
voted One of Ten Outstanding 
Entrepreneurs by the Pangasinan 
Brotherhood USA in 2010, and 
named Lion of the Year by the 
Los Angeles Bayanihan Lions 
Club in 1998.

In November 2021, Lopez was 
named to the Legion of Honor 
of the International Order of 
DeMolay, the highest award given 
to a Senior Demolay who has 
achieved Outstanding Leadership 
in his Field of Endeavor and 
success in his fraternal life.

CERRITOS - Linda Joco, 
president of Kalayaan Inc., 
which organizes the celebration 
of the June 12, 2023 Philippine 
Independence Day in Southern 
California, received a warm 
endorsement of her leadership of 
Kalayaan Inc. from the Cavitenos 
of California on Friday, Dec 9, at 
Cerritos Park East, Cerritos, CA.

The Caviteno group had a pre-
Christmas party gathering with 
Joco, and other Kalayaan 2023 
officers, including Lydia Soriano 
of the Philippine Post.

“We are fully supportive of 
the preparations and leadership 
of Kalayaan 2023, for this historic 
event in our Philippine history,” 
said Ed Acuna, former president 

Linda Joco, president of Kalayaan 2023, (fifth from left) is shown during a group photo with the 
Cavitenos of California at Cerritos Park East, Cerritos, CA. Third from right (second row) is Lydia 
Soriano of Philippine Post. (Photo courtesy of former Fil-Am Photo Journalists Assn. of Southern 
California president Dan P. Baltazar.)

Cavitenos of California pledge full support
of celebration of 2023 PH Independence Day

By Noel Castorillo

and co-founder of Cavitenos                    
o f  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  which  was 
unanimously applauded by the 
past presidents of the community 

organization.
The Cavitenos of California 

is one of the largest Filipino 
A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y 
organizations based in southern 
California. 
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Let’s Talk 
About It
By Lydia F. Soriano

The year is almost over, and 
the breeze of the holidays is 
among all of us.  The Kalayaan 
induction and Christmas party 
was a success, and the day-long 
celebration started with chats and 
hello’s from different association 
leaders, officers, associates and 
friends who after almost three 
years of Covid-19 restrictions 
met again in support of Kalayaan 
Incorporated’s induction and 
Christmas party.  Everyone had a 
grand time.   

I will focus this time on Lynda 
Joco, the President of Kalayaan 
2023.  Lynda Joco is a native 
Caviteno from Naic, Cavite in the 
Philippines.  She is the president 
of the Naic Association of 
Southern California (NASCAL), 
Ambassador of Commerce of 
Downey, Executive Vice President 
of  Cavi tenos  of  Southern 
California, Coordinator of United 
Specialist Healthcare Foundation, 
and an advocate for Seniors and 
the underprivileged.

D u r i n g  h e r  a c c e p t a n c e 
speech, she recognized all the 
past presidents of Kalayaan Inc. 
for their guidance and non-stop 
support.

Lynda said she has served the 
Naic Association of Southern 
California for 50 years, along 
with her late father, who founded 
the association. She said she 
continued all the projects his late 
father started.  Prior to her election 
as president of Kalayaan Inc., 
Lynda served as KI director and 
secretary for six years.

Lynda said she can work 
with a diverse group. She has 
good organizational skill, a good 
problem solver and communicator, 
and good at time management.  

She said her goal with Kalayaan 
is to continue its primary purpose 
in organizing and celebrating the 
anniversary of the Proclamation 
of the Philippine Independence, 
and implement the other projects 
of the association.

Cavitenos Association of 
Southern California

On Friday, December 9, I 
attended the Christmas Party of 
the original Cavitenos Association 
of Southern California at the 
Southeast Park of Cerritos. I was 
happy that I met again, after three 
years, all the original officers and 
members of Cavitenos and joined 
their group pictures, fun, dancing, 
and exchange gifts.  I was happy to 
see old friends and acquaintances 
like Ed Acuna, who they call 
the “Godfather of Cavitenos 
in Southern Californioa,” with 
wife Feya, Sonny and Eppie 
Costa, Ross and Annie Joya, 
Rusty Mangubat, Rey and Cely 
Dualan, Gil Merced, Rey and 
Myrna Gloriani, Ton and Marlene 
Gloriana, Flor Mejia, Esting 
and Nene Camanag, Frank and 
Rosie Parabot, Romy and Lorna 
Sabater, Stan and Marlyn Nocom  
Anastacio Sarno, Sammy Pila, 

Kalayaan induction, Cavitenos, 
birthday, new office and passing

Kalayaan Inc President Lynda 
Joco

Birthday celebrant Rosalie 
Caratao

From left: Annie Joya, Lydia Soriano, Zeny Sabocor, Catherine 
Rubio, President KI 2023, Lynda Joco, Techie Emperador, Aida 
Brizuela,  Marilou Perez, Marie Navarro, Bing dela Vega and 
Archerie Calunod. 

Lydia Soriano, Elizabeth Zaide, Ronnie Santousidad and Lani 
Saphire

The original  Cavitenos of Southern California, USA. (Photo by Dan Baltazar)

Rene Bago, Tessie Chavez  and 
Ellen Manalo.  I also saw my long-
time friends Rey and Marilyn 
Mata.  

Birthday Celebrant
Also on December 9, Rosalie 

Caratao, a former Kalayaan 
Incorporated Board member for 
four terms, celebrated her birthday 
at the FACLA headquarters in 
Historic Filipinotown. Caratao 
has been involved with different 
associations in Los Angeles for 
30 years.  She was a former 
president of Cebu Brotherhood 
and the Los Angeles Philippine 
Women’s Club. Rosalie does 
a lot of volunteer work, like 
feeding underprivileged children.  
A registered nurse, she assisted 

during COVID-19 vaccination 
and testing. Rosalie is a multi-
awarded community leader and is 
very much respected by her peers.  
She is the only lone recipient of 
Los Angeles PWC Maria Clara 
Award.

Office Branch Inauguration
I congratulate Dio Holdings 

for opening a new branch office in 
Artesia, California.  It has always 
been one of the goals of owner 
Joseph Dio -- to have different 
branches all over the UDS.  The 
inauguration of his new office 
attended by officers and members 
of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Artesia.  The new office will 
provide Real Estate and Mortgage 
services at 17832 Pioneer Blvd.  

Artesia 90701.
Passing of the Granada 

matriarch
Our condolences to KI Vice 

President Erlinda Granada-Sabah 
on the passing of her mother, 
Paciencia Granada, who died on 
November 30, 2022.  She was 
recovering from surgery held in 

the first week of November.  It was 
the second loss for the Granada 
family in November. Erlinda’s 
sister, her fellow community 
leader Evelyn, died on November 
10. May their souls rest in peace.

So folks, keep on staying safe, 
and continue wear your mask!

New branch office of DIO Holdings in Artesia California, with Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph DIO, Corazon Lomeli and supported by Artesia 
Chamber of Commerce officers and members.

The lady Cavitenos (Photo by Dan Baltazar)

Lydia Soriano with friends at Cabvitenos event.

OAKLAND — California 
Attorney General Rob Bonta 
on Wednesday announced the 
sentencing of a Los Angeles 
broker, who was involved in 
a mortgage loan fraud scheme 
in Southern California. The 
broker, Alex Ashod Dadourian, 
defrauded lenders by using forged 
documents and fraudulent records 
to obtain more than $8 million 
in mortgage loans for his clients 
in order to earn commissions for 
himself. 

Dadourian was convicted on 91 
felony counts of mortgage fraud, 
grand theft, identity theft, and 
conspiracy, and was sentenced 
to 5 years and 4 months in prison 
and ordered to pay restitution. The 
prosecution was carried out by the 
California Department of Justice’s 
Division of Criminal Law, Special 
Prosecutions Section.

“We won’t stand idly by when 
bad actors take advantage of their 
professional position and break 
the law to enrich themselves,” 
Bonta said. “Those who cheat the 
system to line their own pockets 
will be held accountable for 
their crimes. I want to thank our 
incredible agents, lawyers, and 
federal law enforcement partners 
for uncovering this fraud and for 
making sure justice is served. The 

Bonta bares sentencing
in $8M mortgage fraud

California Department of Justice 
will continue to fight fraud and 
financial crimes wherever they 
occur.”

Dadourian, 61, was a licensed 
mortgage loan broker whose 
company, Success Funding dba 
Pride Funding, was located 
in  Northr idge,  Cal i fornia . 
Investigators found that between 
2017 and 2019, Dadourian 
defrauded financial lenders by 
taking out 17 mortgage loans 
based on fraudulent applications 
and supporting documentation. 
He forged documents such as 
employment verifications, inflated 
earnings statements, and education 
records that lenders use to assess 
applicants’ creditworthiness. 
The employers listed on the 
applications either did not exist or 
had no record of having employed 
the loan applicants. The fraudulent 
loans totaled more than $8 million 
and Dadourian received more than 
$254,000 in fees and commissions 
from them.

The DOJ carried out this 
investigation with federal law 
enforcement partners including 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, Office 
of the Inspector General, and the 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, 
Office of Inspector General.
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PAL-LA holds 2022 Christmas party

Photos by BOBBY CRISOSTOMO

From left: Rickey Panis, Jing Hernandez, Mitty 
Abellar, Tony Aquino, Michelle Narvaez and 

From left: Ricky Panis, Mitty Abellar, Delia 
Flores, Michelle Narvaez and Jing Hernandez.

PAL-LA manager Michelle Narvaez with Honorary 
Consul to San Diego Audie de Castro.

SIMBANG GABI. The Phil-
ippine Consulate General in 
Los Angeles, led by Consul 
General Edgar Badajos and 
Deputy Consul General Brian 
Enciso (center), participated in 
the procession duringthe first 
night of Simbang Gabi held in 
Our Lady of Angels Cathedral 
in downtown Los Angeles. Arch-
bishop Jose Gomez officiated 
the Mass.  At right, NaFFAA 
Greater Los Angeles Region, 
led by its president Noel Omega, 
Vice President Mary Ann Ome-
ga and board member Moises 
Aglipay Jr.

SWORN IN. Councilmember Arleen Bocatija Rojas is sworn in by 
her two commanders at the Los Angeles Police Department, Deputy 
Chief Emada Tingirides and Deputy Chief Donald Graham, as a 
member of the Carson City Council.  Arleen is a 32 year veteran 
LAPD police officer and the only first Filipina police officer in the 
153 years of LAPD.

REELECTED. Councilmember Jim Dear is sworn In by Assem-
blyman Josh Lowenthal as a returning member of the Carson 
City Council Dec 13, 2022. Jim’s partner Monette Gavino holds 
the Bible. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

The readers of the Philippine Post want to read  about what’s 
happening in your organization. Please send us your photos 

and press releases and we’ll gladly publish them.
E-mail your stories to: philippinepost@aol.com

SAN FRANCISCO  -  A 
6.4-magnitude earthquake rocked 
parts of Northern California early 
Tuesday, knocking out power for 
thousands, causing widespread 
damage and leaving at least two 
people injured, officials said.

The quake hit at a depth of 10 
miles just after 5:30 a.m. ET near 
Eureka in Humboldt County, the 
U.S. Geological Survey said. It 
struck around 7.4 miles west-
southwest of Ferndale, the agency 
said.

More than a dozen smaller 
earthquakes appeared to hit parts 
of the region afterward, it said.

At least two people were 
injured, the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Office said. The extent of 
their injuries was not immediately 
clear.

More than 70,000 utility 
customers were without power in 
Humboldt County as of 9 a.m. ET 
Tuesday, according to the online 
outage tracker Poweroutage.us.

“Power is out across the 
county,” Humboldt County’s 
Office of Emergency Services 
said in a tweet, adding: “DO 
NOT CALL 911 UNLESS YOU 
ARE EXPERIENCING AN 
IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY.”

Officials said widespread 
damage to roads and homes had 
been reported across the county 
as it warned residents to “be 
prepared for aftershocks” and 
to check gas and water lines for 
damage or leaks.

“Exercise caution if traveling,” 
it added.

A section of the historic 
Fernbridge in Ferndale was closed 
due to “possible seismic damage,” 

70,000 without power
after 6.4 quake rattles

Northern California

the California Department of 
Transportation said. In a photo 
it shared online, cracks could be 
seen on the bridge.

There was no threat of a 
tsunami in connection with the 
earthquake as of early Tuesday, 
the National Weather Service’s 
tsunami warning system said.

A number of people said on 
social media that they were woken 
up by the MyShake earthquake 
warning app on their cellphones.

A seismologist with the USGS 
said people living near the coast 
reported feeling “significant 
shaking.” They said people could 
expect to see minor damage, 
including things falling off 
shelves, and could possibly see 
foundational damages.

The quake comes almost 
exactly a year after a 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake struck offshore in the 
Cape Mendocino area of Northern 
California on Dec. 21 last year. 
No major damage or injures were 
reported in connection with that 
quake.

That earthquake had struck at 
a depth of 5.6 miles in the Pacific 
Ocean, about 24 miles west of 
the small community of Petrolia 
along the rocky wilderness of 
California’s Lost Coast region in 
Humboldt County, the Geological 
Survey and the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Department said. 
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LOS ANGELES – In her 
first month as 2022 Mrs. Asia 
USA California, TV host and 
concert producer Wendy Lindo 
has worked as a true ambassadress 
of goodwill for the Filipino 
community in California.

This month has been a very 
busy one for the registered 
nurse-turned-TV host-turned-
beauty queen just days after she 
was crowned Mrs. Asia USA 
California in a beauty pageant on 
Nov. 19 at the Redondo Beach 
Performing Arts Center.

On Monday, Dec. 11, Wendy 
paid a courtesy call on Philippine 
Consul General to Los Angeles 
Edgar B. Badajos, who warmly 
welcomed her at the consulate 
offices on Wilshire Avenue in Los 
Angeles. 

During the brief visit, Consul 

Mrs. Asia USA California visits consulate,
attends swearing in of 2 council members

General Badajos and the reigning 
Mrs.  Asia USA California 
discussed possible collaboration 
with the Consulate General to 
promote Philippine culture as well 
as tourism, trade and investments 
among not only among Filipino-
Americans but among mainstream 
Americans as well. 

During their talk, Wendy 
discussed the possibility of visiting 
the Philippines and reaching out to 
Filipinos in the home country on 
behalf of the Filipino community 
in California, particularly those 
living in Southern California.

Two days later on Dec. 13, 
Wendy graced the swearing 
i n  o f  F i l i p i n o - A m e r i c a n 
Councilwoman Arleen Bocatija 
Rojas, who was reelected to the 
Carson City Council representing 
District 4 and Councilmember Jim 

Dear representing District 2 at the 
Council Chambers at the Carson 
Civic Center.

Wendy congratulated Rojas, the 
first Filipino-American woman to 
become officer of the Los Angeles 
Police Department and now the 
first Filipino-American woman 
in almost 30 years to be elected 
to the Carson City Council. 

During the week, Wendy also 
had some discussions with actress 
and former Tacloban Councilor 
Cristina Gonzales Romualdez, 
wife of Tacloban Mayor Alfred 
Romualdez. Cristina is visiting 
Los Angeles. 

Wendy looks forward to 
participating in more Filipino 
community events as part of her 
duties as 2022 Mrs. Asia USA 
California.  

Mrs. Asia USA California Wendy Lindo talks with Consul General Edgar Badajos at his office.

Mrs. Asia USA California Wendy Lindo is warmly welcomed by 
Consul General Edgar Badajos.

PHOTOS BY NICANOR B. ARRIOLA

Wendy with Carson Councilmember Arleen Rojas after the latter 
was sworn in as member of the City Council.

Wendy (right) with Carson Councilmember Jim Dear (middle) after his swearing in.

Wendy with actress and former Tacloban Councilor Cristina 
Gonzales Romualdez.

Mrs. Asia USA California Wen-
dy Lindo

Wendy Lindo waves to the audience after she was crowned Mrs. 
Asia USA California 2022 during the pageant produced by Virgelia 
Productions on Nov. 19, 2022 at the Redondo Beach Performing 
Arts Center.
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A FEW DAYS AGO, most 
of the sport world’s attention 
turned to the FIFA (Fédération 
Internat ionale  de Footbal l 
Associat ion)  Men’s  World 
Cup, when the quadrennial 
championship for soccer/football, 
to use a pun, kicked off November 
20 in Qatar. It is an event nearly 
as big as the Olympic Games 
even though it comprises only 
one sport.

Eight  years  short  of  i ts 
centennial, this 2022 edition of the 
FIFA Men’s World Cup is unique 
because it is being played for the 
first time in the desert setting of 
the Middle East. That has brought 
with it new problems, foremost 
being that the tournament could 
not be played in the traditional 
summer months of July and 
August due to Qatar’s climate 
without bringing undue health 
hazards for the players and fans. 

Of course, the promise of 
airconditioned stadia when the 
Qataris sought the bid, turned out 
to be pure come-on fiction.  The 
November-December window 
is the latest in the calendar year 
it has been played and that 
move has wreaked havoc on 
the professional clubs’ and TV 
networks’ broadcasting calendars.  

While the Philippines has 
never qualified for this pinnacle 
tournament, its football/soccer 
aficionados join the rest of the 
world in following the beautiful 
and sometimes deadly game’s 
glories of victory and agonies of 
defeat.

(For the uninitiated, soccer and 
football are differing terms for the 
same thing. The rest of the world 
knows the sport as football, but it 
is only in the USA that it is called 
soccer to differentiate it from the 
vastly more brutal “American 
football” version.) 

Such is the passion football 
arouses in its fans that in 1969, 
El Salvador and Honduras went 
to war over a football match 
(hostilities lasted about 100 hours) 
and last month, 135 people died 
and more than 500 injured in a 
post-game riot and stampede in 
Malang, Indonesia, following—
you guessed it—a football match 
gone south.  That made it probably 
the deadliest soccer match in 
history.     

Long before a mestiza high-
school girl from San Lorenzo 
Village in Makati named Isabel 
Arrastia Preysler moved to 
Madrid, Spain, in the early 1960s 
and eventually became the toast of 
the capital’s café society, there was 
a little-known budding football 
player, also of mixed Hispano-
Filipino heritage, born to less 
privileged and sosyal circles than 
Isabel’s, who rose to heights of 
recognition and respect in Spanish 
and Catalan football circles some 
60 years before Isabel. 

That futbolista was Paulino 
Riestra Alcántara, who held 
his own and whose story still 
reverberates in Spanish sports 
pages and Filipino football circles 
some ninety years later.  

Paulino Alcántara was born in 
Concepcion, Iloilo, supposedly in 

Bend it like Paulino...and friends

1896.  Both of Paulino’s parents’ 
families were from Manila and 
Luzon, but because his father, 
Eduardo Alcántara y Garchitorena, 
was a Spanish cavalry officer 
assigned to Iloilo at the time, it is 
incorrectly thought that Paulino 
had deep Ilonggo roots. Not so. 
Paulino’s mother, Victoriana 
Riestra, was, in fact, originally 
from Cagayan in northern Luzon.

In any case, the Alcántaras did 
not stay too long in Iloilo for by 
1898, the Spaniards had lost the 
Philippines to the USA, the new 
Pacific power. Thus, Eduardo 
Alcántara’s cavalry commission 
was terminated, and although 
they still had various properties in 
Luzon at the time, the Alcántaras 
decided to move to Spain in 1905 
when young Paulino was only 
nine years old.  

Conflicting Dates  
There are conflicting dates in 

Paulino’s life, however, based 
on the official US consular 
document, a signed, testamentary 
document which is filled with 
unintended inconsistencies, e.g., 
that “’Concepcion’ is in Luzon.” 
Dates might or might not have 
been correct as they needed only 
to match the Spanish residency 
papers Paulino had to present 
to re-enter the Philippines. The 
birth year of “1897,” however, 
clearly contradicts his otherwise 
commonly accepted birth year of 
“1896.”  

Their small family unit of 
three—Paulino was an only 
child—settled in Barcelona. 
His  chi ldhood was mostly 
uneventful, except that young 
Paulino exhibited an early talent 
for football. This was recognized 
early by the city’s new football 
club, FC Barcelona (for Futbol 
Club Barcelona or “Barca” as it 
is fondly and locally called) and 
FCB quickly recruited the young 
Paulino, only 14 at the time, into 
its youth feeder team.  

When Paulino was promoted to 
the adult ranks the following year, 
he made his mark on FCB history 
on February 25, 1912 playing as a 
forward.  Paulino scored the first 
three goals of that game, the first 
being a “hat trick” or “header”—
and all this at a tender age of 
fifteen, four months. That game 
established and sealed the young 
Fil-Hispano athlete’s reputation as 
a football “great”— even before 
he reached twenty.  

Return To The Philippines  
Four years later, in 1916, while 

the rest of Europe was engaged 
in the Great War, family matters 
forced Paulino to take a break 
from his Spanish football career. 
At nineteen, he accompanied his 
parents back to the Philippines. 
The Alcántaras had to attend to 
the disposition of their familial 
land assets in the Philippines, now 
under American rule, and which 
required their actual, physical 
presence back in Manila.(The 
Alcántaras are related to the 
Garchitorenas and Rochas of 
Manila today.Contemporary film 
producer E.A. (Eduardo) Rocha 
fondly recalls Paulino as a grand-
uncle.) 

During his two-year return 
to the Philippines, Paulino kept 
busy with his own pursuits and 
timetable.   

He joined Los Bohemios, the 
football team of the Bohemian 
Sporting Club, and helped them 
win the Philippine national title 
in 1917 and 1918. He also got 
started with his medical studies—
his long-term ambition—at La 
Universidad de Santo Tomas, the 
Pontifical university. 

In 1917, the young transplant 
was selected for the Philippine 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  N a t i o n a l 
Team to play at the Far Eastern 
Championship Games of 1917 
in Tokyo, Japan.  With Paulino’s 

presence and prowess, the young 
Filipino team defeated the host 
country 15-2, the biggest win 
ever for a Philippine national 
team in international football and 
unmatched to this day.  (The Far 
Eastern Games was the forerunner 
of what would become the Asian 
Games after World War II.) 

Paulino was sorely missed 
by his old club in Barcelona, 
whose members were in a funk 
in his absence and did not have 
the winning style when he was 
with them. FCB cabled its former 
star player and entreated him 
with great exhortations to return 

to Spain as soon as possible. 
But Paulino put them off, being 
the good son that he was, and 
stayed with his parents in the 
Philippines until they decided 
where to ultimately settle. 

Malaria In Manila 
In late 1917, however, Paulino 

contracted malaria and was 
itching to return to Spain. The 
would-be doctor tried a ruse to 
“blackmail” his parents in letting 
him return. He threatened not to 
take the quinine medication for 
malaria if they did not give their 
blessings for Paulino to return to 
Spain ahead of them.  Quickly, his 
parents relented and that was how 
Paulino, with a clear conscience, 
went back ahead of his parents 
to Spain.  

After three years’ absence, 
Paulino returned to Spain on his 
own in 1919 to great fanfare. 
Hundreds of his football fans 
greeting his ship when it docked 
in Barcelona. Back in the Spanish-
Catalan saddle, Paulino lost no 
time in proving he was the star 
player his re-adopted city and 
team missed.  

On April 30, 1922, Paulino 
solidified his legend in a match 
against Bordeaux, France, wherein 
his strike was so forceful that the 
ball reportedly ripped a hole in 
the goal net.  (It might have been 
an old net, too.) Thus, Paulino 
earned himself the nickname 
“El Rompe Redes” or in Catalan 
“Trencaxarxes” (The Net-Buster 
in either case). 

In his career as a Barca player, 
Paulino racked up five Copa 
del Rey (the national Spanish 
league) titles, and ten Campionat 
de Catalunya (championships 
for Catalonia) cups. In his 
(interrupted) twelve years (1912-
1927) playing for Barca, Paulino’s 
record of 369 career goals in 357 
games, averaging 1.04 goals per 
game—in both friendlies and 
official appearances for FCB—
stood for many decades.

A few years before he retired 
from professional football, 
Alcántara wrote his first memoir 
in 1924. Its proceeds helped 
Paulino finish medical school 
and start a family. In July 1927, 
at age 30, Alcántara retired 
from the sporting life to practice 
medicine.  He also married Blanca 
Lopez, a local Barcelona girl, and 
had two sons.  

Unfortunately, Paulino never 
got to play for the Olympics 
or the World Cup. Paulino had 
a chance to play at the 1920 
Olympic Games in Antwerp but 
passed up the opportunity in order 
to concentrate on his medical 
exam finals.  Sure enough, the 
Spanish team only won the silver 
medal.  The FIFA World Cup, as 
we know it today, did not begin 
until 1930, so way past Paulino’s 
professional football career days.  

Alcántara’s Record Stood 
For 87 Years

For nearly ninety years, 
Alcántara’s record 369 career goals 
in 357 games stood unchallenged.  
It wasn’t until March 2014 that 
other wunderkid from Argentina, 
Lionel Messi, smashed El Rompe 
Redes’ record with 371 goals over 
452 games, also with the same 
FC Barcelona—the fourth most 
valuable soccer franchise in the 
world—from 2003-2014.   

Gone But Not Forgotten 
In 2007, FIFA conferred on 

Alcántara the title and honor 
of the Greatest Asian Football 
Player of All Time.  In 2018, 
the Philippine Football League 
established the Copa Paulino 

Paulino Alcántara had dark, almost Moorish looks.

An adult Paulino with his parents, Eduardo and Victoriana, in 
what looks like travel/passport photos preparatory to returning 
to an American Philippines in 1916.  

One of the few extant photo-
graphs of Eduardo Teus.

Neal Etheridge

Alcántara, in a football play-
ing card

By Myles A. Garcia
Positively Filipino

Before Messi broke the soccer 
career goal record, a star from 

Manila held it for 87 years

A soccer tournament named 
after Paulkino Alcantara (See FOOTBALL, Page 20)
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U.S. NEWS IN BRIEF

Harvey Weinstein found guilty 
of rape in Los Angeles trial

Texas mayor declares state of
emergency over migrant swell

82K Ukrainians living in US 
under special program

WASHINGTON - More than 82,000 Ukrainians and their 
immediate family members have been “paroled” into the United 
States under the “U4U” – United for Ukraine – program, the US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services reports.  

The program allows Ukrainians to stay in the U.S. for 
two years. According to the United Nations, nearly 8 million 
Ukrainians, or 20% of the population, have fled since Russia 
invaded in February. Most have settled, at least temporarily, in 
Poland and other European countries.

And according to a new Ukrainian report, at least 13,000 
children have been abducted from their homes and moved to 
Russia. 

“And this, unfortunately, is not the final figure,” said Daria 
Herasymchuk, Ukraine’s presidential advisor for children’s rights 
and rehabilitation. “We still have to learn about at least tens of 
thousands of Ukrainian children who were stolen by the Russian 
authorities.”

LOS ANGELES — Harvey Weinstein was found guilty Monday 
of rape at a Los Angeles trial in another #MeToo moment of 
reckoning, five years after he became a magnet for the movement.

After deliberating for nine days spanning more than two weeks, 
the jury of eight men and four women reached the verdict at the 
second criminal trial of the 70-year-old onetime powerful movie 
mogul, who is two years into a 23-year sentence for a rape and 
sexual assault conviction in New York.

Weinstein was found guilty of rape, forced oral copulation 
and another sexual misconduct count involving a woman known 
as Jane Doe 1. The jury hung on several counts, notably charges 
involving Jennifer Siebel Newsom, the wife of California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.

The jury reported it was unable to reach verdicts in her 
allegations and the allegations of another woman. A mistrial was 
declared on those counts.

He was also acquitted of a sexual battery allegation made by 
another woman.

“It is time for the defendant’s reign of terror to end,” Deputy 
District Attorney Marlene Martinez said in the prosecution’s 
closing argument last week. “It is time for the kingmaker to be 
brought to justice.”

EL PASO, Texas — The mayor of a Texas border city declared a 
state of emergency Saturday over concerns about the community’s 
ability to handle an anticipated influx of migrants across the 
Southern border.

El Paso Mayor Oscar Leeser issued the state of emergency 
declaration to allow the city on the U.S. border with Mexico to tap 
into additional resources that are expected to become necessary 
after Title 42 expulsions end on Dec. rted.21, the El Paso Times 
reported. 

Leeser had previously resisted issuing an emergency declaration, 
but said he was moved to action by the sight of people on downtown 
streets with temperatures dipping below freezing, the Times 
reported.

“That’s not the way we want to treat people,” Leeser said during 
a news conference Saturday evening.

A ruling Friday by the D.C, Circuit Court of Appeals means 
restrictions that have prevented hundreds of thousands of migrants 
from seeking asylum in the U.S. in recent years are still set to be 
lifted Wednesday, unless further appeals are filed.

Leeser added that the increase would be “incredible” after 
Wednesday, when daily apprehensions and street releases could 
reach up to 6,000 per day, the Times reported.

El Paso Deputy City Manager Mario D’Agostino said the state 
emergency of declaration would give the city greater flexibility in 
operating larger sheltering operations and providing additional 
transportation for asylum seekers.

Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse as jury de-
liberations continue in his rape trial in New York, on Feb. 24, 2020.

K Y I V   –  M o s c o w  o n 
Wednesday said no “Christmas 
ceasefire” was on the cards after 
nearly 10 months of devastating 
war in Ukraine, even as the 
release of dozens more prisoners 
including an American showed 
that some contacts between the 
two sides remain.

Russia and Ukraine are not 
currently engaged in talks to end 
the fighting, which is raging in 
the east and south and reached 
Kyiv again on Wednesday. Tens 
of thousands of people have been 
killed, millions more displaced 
and cities reduced to rubble since 
Russia invaded its neighbor on 
Feb. 24.

“There is no calm on the 
front line,” Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said in a 
regular evening video address, 
describing Russia’s destruction 
of towns in the east with artillery: 
“So that only bare ruins and 

B I S H K E K ,  K y r g y s t a n 
- Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, for the second time this 
week, floated the possibility that 
Russia may formally change its 
military doctrine of not being the 
first to use nuclear weapons in a 
conflict, days after he warned of 
the “increasing” threat of nuclear 
war.

“They (the US) have it in their 
strategy, in the documents it is 
spelled out – a preventive blow. 
We don’t. We, on the other hand, 
have formulated a retaliatory 
strike in our strategy,” Putin 
said at a news conference in the 
Kyrgyzstan capital Bishkek.

Even if Russia were to retaliate 
immediately on seeing the launch 
of nuclear missiles towards it, 
Putin said, “this means that the fall 
of the warheads of enemy missiles 
on the territory of the Russian 
Federation is inevitable – they 
will still fall.”

Putin said that United States’ 
policy was not to exclude the 
possibility of “disarming” nuclear 
strike, while Russia’s doctrine is 
to use nuclear weapons as the 
last resort.

“So if we’re talking about this 
disarming strike, then maybe 
think about adopting the best 

MOSCOW — Russia’s ex-
president Dmitry Medvedev 
said on Sunday the country was 
ramping up production of new-
generation weapons to protect 
itself from enemies in Europe, the 
United States and Australia.

“We are increasing production 
of the most powerful means of 
destruction. Including those based 
on new principles,” Medvedev 
said on messaging app Telegram.

“Our enemy dug in not only 
in the Kyiv province of our 
native Malorossiya,” Medvedev 
said, using the term to describe 
territories of modern-day Ukraine 
that were part of the Russian 
Empire under the tsars.

“It is in Europe, North America, 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, 
and a whole number of other 
places that pledged allegiance to 
the Nazi.”

Medvedev, who serves as 

Putin floats possibility that Russia may
abandon ‘no first use’ nuclear doctrine

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at a news conference in 
the Kyrgyzstan capital Bishkek.

practices of our American partners 
and their ideas for ensuring their 
security. We’re just thinking about 
it. No one was shy when they 
talked about it out loud in previous 
times and years,” he said.

“If a potential adversary 
believes it is possible to use the 
theory of a preventive strike, and 
we do not, then this still makes us 
think about those threats that are 
posed to us,” he added.

Biden administration officials 
have previously said that Moscow 
has been warned at the highest 
levels of the consequences for 
use of nuclear weapon in the war.

On Wednesday, Putin warned 

of the “increasing” threat of 
nuclear war, while stopping short 
of pledging Russia would not 
be the first to resort to nuclear 
weapons in a conflict.

“As for the idea that Russia 
wouldn’t use such weapons first 
under any circumstances, then it 
means we wouldn’t be able to be 
the second to use them either — 
because the possibility to do so in 
case of an attack on our territory 
would be very limited,” he said 
Wednesday.

Putin’s comments come as the 
war enters winter, with Russia 
continuing to shell eastern and 
southern parts of Ukraine – and 
faces attacks on its own soil.

On Monday, Russia unleashed 
a fresh wave of drone and 
missile attacks targeting energy 
infrastructure across Ukraine. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said the strikes caused 
extensive power outages in 
several regions, including Kyiv 
and Odesa.

This week, Russia said it 
was targeted in several drone 
attacks, which attacked military 
infrastructure, officials said.

The Russian Defense Ministry 
blamed the attacks on Ukraine, 
which has yet to offer public 
comment on the explosions.

Russia ramping up production of 
‘most powerful weapons’ - Medvedev

Deputy Chairman of Russia’s 
Security Council Dmitry Med-
vedev 

deputy head of Russia’s Security 
Council, did not provide details of 
the weapons.

President Vladimir Putin 
repeatedly said that Russia has 
been developing new types of 
weapons including hypersonic 

weapons that he boasts can 
circumvent all existing missile 
defense systems.

Since Putin sent troops to 
Ukraine on February 24, 57-year-
old Medvedev has regularly 
taken to social media to write 
increasingly bombastic posts.

With Moscow on the back foot 
in its offensive in pro-Western 
Ukraine, the military stalemate 
has raised fears that Russia could 
resort to its nuclear arsenal to 
achieve a military breakthrough.

On Friday, Putin said Russia 
could amend its military doctrine 
by introducing the possibility of 
a preemptive strike to disarm an 
enemy, in an apparent reference 
to a nuclear attack.

The Kremlin chief claimed 
that Russia’s cruise missiles and 
hypersonic systems were “more 
modern and even more efficient” 
than those in the United States.

No Christmas ceasefire in Ukraine - Russia

Local residents gather near a building destroyed by a Russian 
drone attack, as their attack on Ukraine continues, in Kyiv, Ukraine 
December 14, 2022. 
craters” remain.

Zelenskiy said this week 
Russia should start withdrawing 
by Christmas as a step to end 
the conflict, Europe’s biggest 
since World War Two. Moscow 
rejected the proposal outright, 
saying Ukraine must accept the 
loss of territory to Russia before 
any progress can be made.

Despite the lack of peace 
talks, hundreds of detainees have 
been freed in swaps in recent 
weeks. The releases – along 
with progress on talks to resume 
Russian exports of an ingredient 
in fertilizer and the extension of 
a grains deal – have shown the 
two sides maintain at least limited 
contact on several levels.
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF

Peru declares state of 
emergency as protests rage

Bolsonaro supporters try to
invade police headquarters

Thousands protest to demand 
Bangladesh PM resignation

BRASILIA — Supporters of far-right Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro on Monday attempted to invade the federal police 
headquarters in Brasilia, the capital, protesting the arrest of an 
indigenous leader in the first major flash of post-election violence.

Television images, as well as videos shared by federal police 
officers with Reuters, showed burned-out cars, a bus that had been 
set on fire, and the sound of explosions and what appeared to be 
rubber bullets being fired.

Bolsonaro supporters, wearing their trademark yellow national 
soccer jerseys, could be seen rushing from the scene with sticks 
and throwing rubble. In another video, they could be seen trying 
to push a bus off a bridge in Brasilia.

The attempted invasion came after Supreme Court Justice 
Alexandre de Moraes, who has led probes into Bolsonaro and his 
allies, on Monday ordered the temporary arrest of José Acácio 
Serere Xavante for allegedly carrying out anti-democratic acts.

It came on the same day that the federal electoral court 
(TSE) certified the Oct. 30 election victory of Bolsonaro’s 
leftist rival, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, as president. After 
months of baseless suggestions that the electronic voting 
system is liable to fraud, Bolsonaro has yet to concede defeat 
to Lula, but he has not blocked the handover of power. 
The incident rekindles memories of the January 6 invasion of the 
US Capitol by supporters of former U.S. President Donald Trump, 
Bolsonaro’s political idol. It also raises security concerns about 
Jan. 1, when Lula takes office in a public ceremony in Brasilia.

LIMA, Peru — Peru declared a nationwide state of emergency 
Wednesday over violent protests against the ouster and arrest of 
ex-president Pedro Castillo that have left seven people dead.

Castillo’s supporters have taken to the streets and set up 
roadblocks countrywide in protests that have also left 200 injured 
as they demand his release and the holding of early elections.

The country plunged into crisis last week when Castillo tried to 
dissolve Congress and rule by decree, but was quickly impeached 
by lawmakers and arrested on his way to seek refuge in the 
Mexican embassy.

The new President Dina Boluarte has struggled to quell tensions, 
and has now called for the next election — normally due in 2026 
— to be brought forward to December 2023, after an earlier bid 
to hold them in 2024 failed to halt the protests.

Defense Minister Alberto Otarola announced the new 30-day 
state of emergency due to “acts of vandalism and violence,” and 
roadblocks, and said police and the armed forces “would have 
control of the whole territory.”

He said the measure involved “the suspension of the freedom 
of movement and assembly” and could also include a night-time 
curfew.

Last week, a judge ordered Castillo to be held in jail for seven 
days, and he was meant to be released on Wednesday.

A woman walks near a bus on fire as supporters of Brazil’s 
President Jair Bolsonaro protest after supreme court justice 
Alexandre de Moraes ordered a temporary arrest warrant 
of indigenous leader Jose Acacio Serere Xavante for alleged 
anti-democratic acts, in Brasilia, Brazil, on December 12, 2022. 

NEW DELHI — Tens of thousands of protesters took to the 
streets of Dhaka on Saturday calling for the dissolution of 
parliament to make way for new elections, and demand the 
resignation of Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The mass protest in the capital was organized by the opposition 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), which accuses Hasina of 
failing to address rising fuel prices and the cost of living.

Saturday’s protest comes amid a flurry of demonstrations in 
Bangladesh calling on Hasina to step down and demanding new 
elections.

Hasina has responded by calling the opposition leaders “arson 
terrorists” and warned people against allowing the BNP – the 
largest opposition party – back into power.

Several arrests were made in the lead up to Saturday’s protest.
Police arrested two top BNP leaders, including party secretary 

general Mirza Alamgir on Friday. Authorities said Alamgir was 
facing charges, without giving more information.

MONTREAL, Canada — 
Countries approved a historic 
deal to reverse decades of 
environmenta l  des t ruct ion 
threatening the world’s species 
and ecosystems at a marathon 
UN biodiversity summit early 
Monday.

The chair of the COP15 nature 
summit, Chinese Environment 
Minister Huang Runqiu, declared 
the deal adopted at a late-night 
plenary session in Montreal 
and struck his gavel, sparking 
loud applause from assembled 
delegates.

In doing so he overruled an 
objection from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, which 
had refused to back the text, 
demanding greater funding for 
developing countries as part of 
the accord.

After four years of fraught 
negotiations, more than 190 other 
states rallied behind the Chinese-
brokered accord aimed at saving 
the lands, oceans and species from 
pollution, degradation and the 
climate crisis.

Countries agree on historic
accord to protect nature

The deal pledges to secure 
30% of the planet as a protected 
zone by 2030 and to stump up $30 
billion in yearly conservation aid 
for the developing world.

Envi ronmenta l i s t s  have 
compared the accord to the 
landmark plan to limit global 
warming to 1.5C under the Paris 
agreement, though some earlier 
warned that it did not go far 
enough.

Brian O’Donnel l  of  the 
Campaign for Nature called 
it “the largest land and ocean 
conservation commitment in 
history.”

“The international community 
has come together for a landmark 
global biodiversity agreement that 
provides some hope that the crisis 
facing nature is starting to get the 
attention it deserves,” he said.

“Moose, sea turtles, parrots, 
rhinos, rare ferns and ancient trees, 
butterflies, rays, and dolphins are 
among the million species that 
will see a significantly improved 
outlook for their survival and 
abundance if this agreement is 

implemented effectively.”
Marco Lambertini, head of the 

Worldwide Fund for Nature, said 
ahead of the approval sessions: 
“It is the equivalent to 1.5C in 
climate and vital to catalyzing 
action toward a nature-positive 
world and holding everyone 
accountable.

“However, there still remain 
several loopholes, weak language, 
and timelines around actions that 
aren’t commensurate with the 
scale of the nature crisis we’re all 
witnessing, and importantly may 
not add up to achieve this shared 
global goal.”

The text calls on wealthy 
countries to increase financial aid 
to the developing world to $20 
billion annually by 2025, rising 
to $30 billion per year by 2030, 
while ensuring 30% of land and 
sea areas are effectively conserved 
and managed by the end of this 
decade.

It pledges to safeguard the 
rights of Indigenous people as 
stewards of their lands, a key 
demand of campaigners.

SEOUL, South Korea — 
The United States flew nuclear-
capable bombers and advanced 
stealth jets in a show of force 
against North Korea on Tuesday, 
as the powerful sister of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
der ided  doub ts  abou t  he r 
country’s military and threatened 
a full-range intercontinental 
ballistic missile test.

The deployment of the U.S. 
B-52 bombers and the F-22 
stealth fighter jets for joint drills 
with South Korean warplanes was 
part of an agreement to protect 
South Korea with all available 
means, including nuclear, South 
Korea’s Defense Ministry said.

The drills, which also included 
F-35 and F-15 fighter jets from 
South Korea, took place in the 
waters southwest of Jeju island, 
the ministry said. The U.S. F-22 
jets were deployed in South 
Korea for the first time in four 
years and will stay throughout 
this week for training with South 
Korean forces, it said.

US flies bombers, stealth jets
as Kim’s sister issues warning

Kim Yo Jong
The drills were held after 

North Korea claimed to have 
launched a test satellite for the 
development of its first military 
spy satellite, and tested a solid-
fueled motor to be used on a more 
mobile intercontinental ballistic 
missile in the past several days.

North Korea already has fired 
a record number of missiles 
this year as a warning over the 
previous U.S.-South Korea 
military drills that it views as 
an invasion rehearsal. There are 

concerns it may react to the latest 
aerial training by the allies with a 
new round of missile tests.

Ear l i e r  Tuesday,  Kim’s 
sister, Kim Yo Jong, used a 
slew of derisive terms — such 
as “malicious disparaging,” 
“rubbish” and “dog barking” — 
when she dismissed the outside 
assessments that cast doubt 
on North Korea’s spy satellite 
development and long-range 
missiles.

North Korea said its rocket 
launches Sunday were tests of 
systems for its first military 
reconnaissance satellite and 
released two low-resolution 
photos of South Korean cities 
as viewed from space. Some 
civilian experts in South Korea 
and elsewhere said the photos 
were too crude for a surveillance 
purpose and that the launches 
were likely a cover for North 
Korea’s missile technology. South 
Korea’s military maintained 
North Korea fired two medium-
range ballistic missiles.

NEW DELHI, India – Indian 
troops prevented Chinese soldiers 
from entering Indian territory 
on December 9 during a border 
scuffle that led to injuries on both 
sides, India’s defense minister 
said on Tuesday, December 13, 
in the first such clash since 2020 
between the Asian giants.

The incident occurred in 
the Tawang sector of India’s 
northeastern Himalayan state of 
Arunachal Pradesh, which borders 
China’s south and is also claimed 
by Beijing.

The Indian troops “illegally 
crossed the line to block” a routine 
patrol of Chinese border troops, 
a spokesperson from the Western 
Theatre Command of China’s 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
said on Tuesday.

“We urge the Indian side 
to strictly control and restrain 
the front-line troops, and work 
with China to maintain peace 

Indian, Chinese border troops clash

Demonstrators hold signs during a protest against China, following 
a border scuffle at the Tawang sector of India’s northeastern Hi-
malayan state of Arunachal Pradesh that led to injuries to soldiers 
on both sides, in Mumbai, India, on December 13, 2022.

and security on the border,” the 
spokesperson said.

An Indian defense source told 
Reuters that patrolling teams 
from both sides came face-to-
face at one of the peaks there 
and that in an ensuing hand-to-
hand fight, some soldiers fell on 
the rocky surface and injured 

themselves. Two other sources 
said around half a dozen Indian 
soldiers suffered minor injuries.

The defense source said the un-
demarcated border, called the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC), means 
soldiers from both sides cross over 
into each other’s territory every 
now and then. 
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There is also Alphonse Areola, 
son of Filipino immigrants to 
France.  Four years ago, at 
the 2018 World Cup in Russia, 
Areola was the back-up goalie 
of Les Bleus.  The French won 
that tournament, hence, as of 
this writing, Areola is the only 
footballer of Filipino descent 
with a true World Cup victory 

Alcántara tournament in his 
honor; and last year he was given 
a place of honor in the Philippine 
Sports Hall of Fame. 

And ‘Friends’ 
Three other “Filipinos” or 

part-Filipinos associated with 
European football come to mind 
at this time. Unlike Paulino who 
was of average height (5’8”), 
the following three mentioned 
here were/are quite tall, hence all 
goalkeepers.  

A contemporary of Paulino 
was Eduardo Teus, also born in 
late 1896, but to a more prominent 
Manila family than Paulino’s.  

Teus was from the San Miguel 
de Manila area.  Today, there 
still stands the Teus mansion, 
one of the three “guesthouses” 
attached to the Malacañang Palace 
compound. The Teus mansion 
is probably the most austere of 
the three neighboring buildings 
Imelda Marcos “attached” to 
Malacañang in her heyday (the 
late 1970s). 

Two contemporary footballers 
of Filipino descent are playing for 
the pro clubs in Europe.

Neal Etheridge, of an English 
father and a Filipina mother, 
manages to split his time as a 
goalie between Club assignments 
in Europe and the Philippine 
National Football Team, the 
Azkals.  

There is also Alphonse Areola, 
son of Filipino immigrants to 
France.  Four years ago, at the 
2018 World Cup in Russia, 
Areola was the back-up goalie 
of Les Bleus.  The French won 

that tournament, hence, as of 
this writing, Areola is the only 
footballer of Filipino descent 
with a true World Cup victory and 
medal to his name.  

Areola plays full-time for 
English team West Ham United 
and he was just named to the 
2022 French Les Blues squad, 
thereby also making Areola the 
only professional football player 
of Filipino descent to play in two 
consecutive World Cups.  

I’m sure Paulino would have 
greatly approved.  Allez Les 
Bleus—do Paulino proud in 
Qatar! 

(From Page 17)
FOOTBALL: Star from PH

MANILA – Multilateral lender 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
raised its gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth outlook for the 
Philippines to 7.4% in 2022, 
higher than the previous forecast 
of 6.5%.

ADB cited the stronger-than-
expected domestic demand 
spurred by rising employment 
and recovery in tourism as among 
the factors in raising its outlook.

The Philippines will be at the 
high end of the range compared to 
other countries in Southeast Asia, 
which is expected to collectively 
grow at 5.5% – higher than the 
previous forecast of 5.1%.

“The Philippine economy has 
shown strong underlying growth 
momentum and resilience in 2022 
and this is expected to continue 
in 2023, with GDP growth 

MANILA  --  The cost 
of borrowing money in the 
Philippines will rise further 
as the Monetary Board again 
raised the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas key policy rate, this 
time by 0.5 percentage point to 
5.5 percent after further uptick 
in inflation.

This was announced 12 
hours after the United States 
Federal Reserve said it raised 
the US federal funds rate by as 
much to a range of 4.25 percent 
to 4.5 percent.

 “The Monetary Board 
arrived at its decision after 
noting the further uptick in 
headline and the sharp rise in 
core inflation in November 
amid  pent -up  demand,” 
Medalla said.

“Moreover, upside risks 
continue to dominate the 
inflation outlook up to 2023 
while remaining broadly 
balanced in 2024,” he added.

FTX founder Sam Bankman-
Fried was sent back to a Bahamas 
jail Monday in a chaotic courtroom 
scene, after a reported plan for 
him to waive his extradition to the 
U.S. stalled. However, multiple 
media reports later in the day said 
that he had told his Bahamian 
lawyer to proceed with extradition 
hearings, and he’s now expected 
back in court later this week.

Reports over the weekend 
indicated that Bankman-Fried 
would consent to extradition, 
but the former crypto billionaire 
told a different story Monday, 
demanding to see a copy of his 
federal indictment before agreeing 
to return to the U.S. He will 
return to Fox Hill jail rather than 
surrendering himself to U.S. 
custody.

Bankman-Fried’s legal team 
signaled that they would fight 
extradition last week. CNBC and 
several other outlets reported 
that Bankman-Fried had changed 
his mind and would instead 
submit himself for extradition on 
Monday.

In open court, chaos reigned. 
Bankman-Fried, 30, dressed in a 
blue suit and white button-down 
shirt, was visibly shaking. His 
Bahamian defense attorney., 
Jerone Roberts, told the court that 
he was “shocked” that Bankman-
Fried was in court.

“I did not request him to be 
here this morning,” the attorney 
said. Franklyn Williams KC, 
the  Bahamian  prosecu tor, 
said that he “understood that 
[Bankman-Fried] intended to 
waive extradition,” according to 
an NBC News producer present 
in the courtroom.

MANILA  — “Certainly, 
we’ve taken a knock on our 
reputation. We pride ourselves 
on governance, on disclosures, 
and we’re gonna get a knock. We 
have a job in trying to recover our 
credibility.”

T h u s  s a i d  M a n u e l  V. 
Pangilinan (MVP), who chairs 
PLDT Inc., after he detailed in 
an exclusive to the Inquirer how 
he learned of initially as much as 
P130 billion in undocumented 
purchase orders made in the last 
four years at the country’s largest 
telecommunications firm.

On Friday, the company 
said the latest estimate of these 
questionable deals — which it 
described as “budget overruns” 
— had been trimmed to P48 
billion, representing 12 percent 
of PLDT’s P379-billion capital 
spending program of the last four 
years.

The 76-year-old billionaire 
businessman said a senior 
company executive had informed 
him about the problem with 
unrecorded transactions in early 
October.

This official had discovered 
that the company had been 
ordering and paying for billions 
of pesos worth of internet and 
phone network equipment without 
the documentation needed for 
accurate record keeping.

MANILA - The Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) ordered an investigation 
of possible insider trading related 
to PLDT Inc.’s disclosure of a 
P48- billion “budget overrun” 
covering several years.

“ T h e  r e p o r t e d  ‘ b u d g e t 
overruns’, as well as the selloff 
in PLDT shares before the 
publicly listed company could 
make the official disclosure, 
are areas of concern for the 
Commission, being the regulator 
of the securities market and the 
champion of investor protection 
in the country,” the corporate 
regulator said in a statement on 
Monday.

“In this light, the SEC has 

ADB raises PH 2022 growth outlook to 7.4%

The Makati skyline

converging towards its longer 
term growth rate of about 6%,” 
said ADB Philippines country 
director Kelly Bird.

The Philippines’ GDP grew 
7.6% in the third quarter, higher 
than consensus estimate of just 
6.1%. GDP grew at 7.5% and 
8.2% in the first and second 
quarters, respectively.

While the Philippines is 
expected to grow faster than 
previously thought in 2022, 2023 
will be a different story due to 
headwinds.

For 2023, the ADB forecasted 
a slowdown of 6%, lower than the 
earlier projection of 6.3%.

“There are downside risks 
to growth in 2023, including 
inflation stickiness, further 
increases in interest rates, and a 
sharper than expected slowdown 

in GDP growth in advanced 
countries,” Bird said.

The rest of Southeast Asia are 
also expected to feel the pinch, 
with GDP growth expected to 
slow down to 4.7% in 2023.

“ U p w a r d  p r e s s u r e s  o n 
commodity prices, including 

oil which will weigh heavily on 
the predominantly oil-importing 
Philippines, are expected to be 
sustained in 2023 with continued 
uncertainty arising from the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine,” 
ADB said.

BSP hikes 
key rate 

by 0.5 ppt 
to  5.5%

SEC looks into selloff of PLDT
shares for possible insider trading

immediately commenced an 
inquiry into the matter,” it added.

The SEC said it has ordered 
PLDT to further clarify the matter.

It also directed the Philippine 
S t o c k  E x c h a n g e  a n d  t h e 
exchange’s independent audit 
and surveillance arm, Capital 
Markets Integrity Corp., to 
submit “initial reports on their 
investigation into the trading 
activities that have resulted in the 
sudden and sharp decline in the 

share prices of PLDT before the 
official disclosure of the ‘budget 
overruns’, among others.”

“The SEC, through its Markets 
and Secur i t ies  Regula t ion 
Department, will closely monitor 
the investigation and will continue 
to conduct a parallel, independent 
inquiry into the matter  to 
safeguard the interest of the 
investing public,” the corporate 
regulator said.

Heads will roll at PLDT,
says ‘disappointed’ MVP

Manny V. Pangilinan

Without such controls, it 
becomes difficult to determine 
whether the deals are aboveboard 
or if unscrupulous corporate 
officials or vendors are committing 
fraud or earning kickbacks from 
multibillion-peso purchases.

“At that early stage, the 
numbers were very different from 
what we disclosed [on Friday],” 
he said. “They were closer to the 
numbers being quoted in those 
rumors: 128, 130 [billion pesos].”

Internal forensics
Pangilinan — who oversaw 

the transformation of PLDT from 
an analog telephone monopoly 
in the 1990s to the digital giant it 
is today — said he immediately 
ordered the assembly of an 
internal forensics team to assess 
the damage.

FTX founder
sent back to

Bahamas jail

MANILA - The Philippines’ 
deficit in the trade of goods for a 
month narrowed by 13.5 percent 
to $3.3 billion in October from 
$3.82 billion in the same month of 
2021, according to the Philippine 
Statistics Authority.

However, preliminary data 
show that the trade deficit for 
January-October ballooned by 
54 percent to $49.98 billion from 
$32.4 billion in the same 10 
months of last year.

Two-way traffic of goods in 
October was valued at $18.9 
billion, an increase of 12 percent 
from $16.6 billion a year earlier.

In October, export receipts 
surged by 20 percent to $7.7 
billion from $6.4 billion, 10 times 
as fast as the 2-percent growth 
recorded last year.

Meanwhile, imports grew by 
7.5 percent to $11 billion from 
$10.4 billion, just a third as fast 
as the 23-percent jump in October 
2021.

PH trade 
deficit down

to $3.3B 


